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Advertiſement 
From the PUBLISHER 
To the READER. 


HE following Pages are the correct- 
ed Edition of a Book which was 
firſt publiſhed in the Year 1743. 


That any perſonal Application could 
have ever been poſlibly drawn fram them, 
Ewill ſurprize all who are not deeply verſed 
in the black Art (for ſo it ſeems moſt pro- 
perly to be called) of deciphering Mens 
Meaning when couched in obſcure ambi- 
guous or allegorical Expreſſions : This Art 
hath been exerciſed more than once on the 
Author of our little Book, who hath con- 
tracted a conſiderable Degree of Odium from 
having had theScurrillity of others imputed 
to him. The Truth is, as a very corrupt 
State of Morals is here repreſented, the 


Scene ſeems very properly to have been 
laid in Newgate : Nor do I ſee any Reaſon 


for 


6 
| 
| 


for introducing any allegory at all; unle 
we will agree that there are, without tho 
Walls, ſome other Bodies of Men of wor 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


N 


Morals than thoſe within; and who have 


conſequently, a Right to change Place 
with its preſent Inhabitants. 


To ſuch Pheoos: if. any ſuch there be 


I would particularly recommend the Pe 
ruſal of the third Chapter of the fourt 


Book of the following Hiſtory, and mor 


particularly {till the Speech of the ow 
| Man in Pages 195, 196. of that Book. C 
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The LIFE of the 


don Late Mr. JonaTwan WILD the Great. 
ved, . 
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CHAP. I. 


\ca- Shewing the wholeſome Uſes drawn from recording 
* the Atchievements of thoſe wonderful Pi odudtions 
9 Nature called GREAT MEN. | 


S it is neceſſar that all great and ſurprizing 
A Events, the Deſignsof which are laid, con- 
ducted, and brought to Perfection by y the 
utmoſt Force of human Invention and Art, ſhould 
be produced by great and eminent Men, ſo the 
Lives of ſuch ma 1 juſtly and properly ſtyled the 
Quinteſſence of Hiſtory. In theſe, when deliver- 
ed to us by ſenſible Writers, we are not only moſt 
agreeably entertained, but moſt uſefully inſtructed: 


wor for beſides theattaining hence aconſummate Know- 
. 8 of human Nature in general; of its ſecret 
* OL. I. B Springs, 
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2 LIFE Brock i 


Springs, various Windings, and perplexed Mazes; 
we have here before our Eyes lively Examples of 
whatever is amiable or deteſtable, worthy of Ad- 
miration or Abhorrence, and are conſequently 
taught, in a Manner infinitely more effectual than 
by Precept, what we are eagerly to imitate or 
Carefully to avoid. ; 


Bur beſides the two obvious Advantages of ſur- ; 
veying, as it were in a Picture, the true Beauty of 
Virtue, and Deformity of Vice, we may moreover 


learn from Plutarch, Nepos, Suetontus, and other 
Biographers, this uſeful Leſſon, not too haſtily nor 
in the groſs to beſtow either our Praiſe or Cenſure; 


fince we ſhall often find ſuch a Mixture of Good | 
and Evil in the ſame Character, that it may re- 


quire a very accurate Judgment and a very elabo- 


rate Inquiry to determine on which Side the Ba- 
| lance turns: for tho' we ſometimes meet with an 


Ariſtides or a Brutus, a Lyſandler or a Nero, yet 
far the greater Number are of the mixt Kind; 


neither totally good nor bad; their greateſt Virtues. | 
being obſcured and allayed by their Vices, and 
thoſe again ſoftened and coloured over by their 


Virtues. 


OF this Kind was the illuſtrious Perſon whoſe > 
Hiſtory we now undertake; to whom tho' Nature 
had given the greateſt and moſt ſhining Endow- 
ments, ſhe had not given them abſolutely pure 
and without Allay. Tho' he had much of the 
Admirable in his Character, as much perhaps as is. 
uſually to be found in a Hero, I will not yet ven- 
ture to affirm that he was entirely free from all 
Defects; or that the ſharp Eyes of Cenſure could h. 
not ſpy out ſome little Blemiſhes lurking amongſt na 


his many great Perfections. 
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es; WE would not therefore be underſtood to af- 
of fett giving the Reader a perfect or conſummate Pat- 
d- tern of human Excellence; but rather, by faithfully 
tly recording ſome little Imperfections, which ſhadow- 
an ed over the Luſtre of thoſe great Qualities which 
or we ſhall here record, to teach the Leſſon we have 
above mentioned; to induce our Reader with us to 
ur- 2} lament the Frailty of human Nature, and to con- 
of vince him that no Mortal, after a thorough Scruti- | 
ver ny, can be a proper Object of our Adoration. | 
her Bur before we enter on this great Work, we | 
nor muſt endeavour to remove ſome Errors of Opinion 
ire; which Mankind have, by the Diſingenuity of Wri- 
ood ters, contracted : For theſe, from their Fear of con- 
re- tradicting the obſolete and abſurd Doctrines of a 
bo- Set of ſimple Fellows, called, in Deriſion, Sages or 
Ba- Philoſophers, have endeavoured, as much as poſſi- 
an ble, to confound the Ideas of Greatneſs and Good- 
yet neſs; whereas no two Things can poſſibly be more 
diſtinct from each other: for Greatneſs conſiſts in 
bringing all Manner of Miſchief on Mankind, and 
Goodneſs in removing it fromthem It ſeems there- 
fore very unlikely that the ſame Perſon ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs them both; and yet nothing is more uſual with 
hoſe Writers, who find many * of Greatneſs 


ature jn their favorite Hero, than to make him a Com- 
Jow- pliment of Goodneſs into the Bargain; and this, 
pure qvithout conſidering that by ſuch means they de- 

| the ſtroy the great Perfection called Uniformity of Cha- 
AS 18. Facter. fa the Hiſtories of Alexander and Cæſar, 
ven- we are frequently, and indeed impertinently re- 
m x minded of their Benevolence and Generoſity, of 
cou 


meir Clemency and Kindneſs. When the former 
Jad with Fire and Sword over- run a vaſt Empire, 
Nad deſtroyed the Lives of an immenſe Number of 
_ _ WMnocent Wretches, had ſcattered Ruin and De- 
WE 2 | ſolation 


4 The LIFE of Book I. 


Throat of an old Woman, and raviſh her Daugh- | ö 


waoſe Aſſiſtance he was to eſtabliſh it. 


perfections, than admired as Ornaments in theſe 3 


vaſt and mighty Miſchief? 


folation like a Whirlwind, we are told, as an Ex- 
ample of his Clemency, that he did not cut the | 
ters, but was content with only undoing them. 
And when the mighty Cæſar, with wonderful | 
Greatneſs of Mind, had deſtroyed the Liberties | 
of his Country, and with all the Means of Fraud 
and Force had placed himſelf at the Head of his 
Equals, had corrupted and enſlaved tt e greateſt | 
People whom the Sun ever ſaw; we are re- 
minded, as an Evidence of his Generoſity, of his 
Largeſſes to his Followers and Tools, by whoſe 
Means he had accompliſhed his Purpoſe, and by 1 


Now who doth not ſee that ſuch ſneaking Qua- 
lities as theſe are rather to be bewailed as Im- 1 


t 


( 


Great Men ; rather n Glory, and f 


holding them back in their Race to Greatneſs,” 
indeed unworthy the End for which they ſeem to 
have come into the World, v:z. of perpetrating ſt 


WæE hope our Reader will have reaſon juſtly 5 
acquit us of any ſuch confounding Ideas in the 
following Pages; in which as we are to record 
the Actions of a Great Man, ſo we haye no where 
mentioned any Spark of Goodneſs, which had} 


diſcovered itſelf either faintly in him, or more ] 


elaringly in any other Perſon, but as a Mean- 
neſs and Imperfection, diſqualifying them for Un- 
dertakings which lead to Honour and Eſteen 
among Men. 
As our Hero had as little as 5 is to be h 
found of that Meanneſs, indeed only enough top 
make him Partaker of the Imperfection of Hu} 
manity, inſtead of the Perfection of Diaboliſin 

Vi 


DE 


. Ar. JoxArhax WII p. | 5 


pool ve have ventured to call him THE GREAT; nor 
ich. do we doubt but our Reader, when he hath pe- 
= ruſed his Story, will concur with us in allowing 
rf him that Title, | 

ud SN 

ue Giving an Account of as many of our Here's An- 
ceſtors as can be gathered out of the Rubbiſh © 


f bis Antiquity, which hath been carefully ſifted for 
a that Purpoſe. 


6 by II is the Cuſtom of all Biographers, at their. 
Yun Entrance into their Work, to ſtep a little back-- 
Im. Wards (as far, indeed, generally as they are able) 
the and to trace up their Hero, as the Antients did 
the River Vile, till an Incapacity of proceeling 

higher puts an End to their Search. 

i HAT firſt gave Riſe to this Method, is ſome- 
Ywhat difficult to determine. Sometimes I have 
thought that the Hero's Anceſtors have been in- 
Ftroduced as Foils to himſelf. Again, I have ima- 
gined it might be to obviate a Suſpicion that ſuch 
Fextraordinary Perſonages were not produced in the 
Fordinary Courſe of Nature, and may have proceeded 
from the Author's Fear that if we were not told 
rho their Fathers were, they might be in Danger, 
Hike Prince Prettyman, of being ſuppoſed to have 
had none. Laſtly, and perhaps more truly, I have 
conjectured that the Deſign of the Biographer hath 
Zbeen no more than to ſhew his great Learning and 
Knowledge of Antiquity. A Deſign to which 


1 ves the World hath probably owed many notable 
Z Hal Diſcoveries, and indeed moſt of the Labours of 
b Huſſour Antiquarians. | 
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6 The LIFE of Book I, 


Bur whatever Original this Cuſtom had, it is 


now too well eſtabliſhed to be diſputed. I ſhall | 


therefore conform to it in the ſtricteſt Manner. 
Mx. Jonathan Wild, or Nyld, then (for he 

himſelf did not always agree in one Method of 

ſpelling his Name) was deſcended from the Great 


Molſſtan Wild, who came over with Heng iſt, and 
diſtinguiſned himſelf very eminently at that fa- 


mous Feſtival, where the Britons were ſo trea- 
cherouſly murdered by the Saxons; for when the 
Word was given, i. e. Nemet eour Saxes, Take out 
your Swords, this Gentleman, being a little hard of 
hearing, miſtook the Sound for Nemet her Sacs, 


Take out their Purſes; inſtead therefore of apply- 
ing to the Throat, he immediately applied to the 
Pocket of his Gueſt, and contented himſelf with © 
taking all that he had, without attempting his 


Life. 


TRE next Anceſtor of our Hero, who was re- 
markably eminent, was Wild, ſurnamed Lang- 
anger, or Longfinger. He flouriſhed in the Reign 
of Henry III. and was ſtrictly attached to Hubert 
de Burgb, whoſe Friendſhip he was recommended 
to by his great Excellence in an Art, of which 
Hubert was himſelf the Inventor: He could, with- 
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out the Knowledge of the Proprietor, with great 


Eaſe and Dexterity draw forth a Man's Purſe from 
any Part of his Garment where it was depoſited, 


and hence he derived his Surname. This Gen- 


tleman was the firſt of his Family who had the 


Honour to ſuffer for the Good of his Country: On 


whom a Wit of that Time made the following 
Epitaph. | | 


O Shame o Fuſtice, Wild 7s hang'd, 


For thatten he a Packet fang'd, 
| While 
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it is While 1.4 inp Hubert, and his Gang, 
hall Doth Pocket &'the Nation fang. 
of 2 : ; 
he } LanGFANGFR left a Son named Edward, 
| of q whom he had carefully inſtructed in the Art for 
reat which he himſelf was ſo famous. This Edward 
and had a Grandſon who ſerved as a Voluntier un- 
fa- der the famous Sir John Taulſtaſt, and by his 
rea- gallant Demeanour ſo recommended himſelf to 
the his Captain, that he would have certainly been 
out promoted by him, had Harry the Fifth kept his 
dof Word with his old Companion. 
ac, } AFTER the Death of, Edward, the Family re- 
ply- mained in ſome Obſcurity down to the Reign of 
the i Charles the Firſt, when James Wild diſtinguiſhed 
with 2. himſelf on both Sides the Queſtion in the Civil 
his Wars, paſſing from one to t'other, as Heaven 
23 ſeemed to declare itſelf. in Favour of either Party. 
re- At the End of the War, James not being re- 
:ng- 3 warded according to his Merits, as is uſually the 
eign, Caſe of ſuch impartial Perſons, he aſſociated him- 
bers ſelf with. a brave Man of thoſe. Times, whoſe 
ded Name was Hind, and declared open War with 
hich both Parties. He was ſucceſsful in ſeveral Ac- 
ith- tions, and fpoiled many of the Enemy; till at 
reat length, being over- powered and taken, he was, 
rom contrary to the Law of Arms, put baſely and. 
ted, cowardly to Death, by a Combination between 
en- twelve Men of the Enemy's Party, who after 
the 7 ſome Conſultation unanimouſly agreed on the ſaid 
On Murder. | | 
ving 3 This Edward took to Wife Rebecca the Daugh- 
ter of the abovementioned John Hind, Eſq; by 
whom he had Iflue Fon, Edward, Thomas, and 
Jonathan, and three Daughters, namely, Grace, 
Charity, and Honour. Fohn followed the For- 
ile B 4 - tunes 
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Newgate, and is reported to have held a ſtrict 
Friendſhip with an eminent Divine, who ſolicited 
the ſpiritual Cauſes of the ſaid Captives. He 1 
married Editha, Daughter and Coheireſs of Gery 


ter of Plays, and uſed to be remarkable for diſ- 


theſe Memoirs. 


tunes of his 8 and ſuffering with him, left 
no Iſſue. Edward was ſo remarkable for his com- 

aſſionate Temper, that he ſpent his Life in ſo- 
Ketring the Cauſes of the diſtreſſed Captives in 7 


Snap, Gent. who long enjoyed an Office under o 


the High Sheriff of London and Middleſex, by 11 
Which, with great Reputation, he acquired a 


handſome Fortune: by her he had no Iſſue. 


Thomas went very young abroad to one of our 


b 
© I 
American Colonies, and hath not been ſince heard d 
of, As for the Daughters, Grace was married p 

1 


to a Merchant of YTer#/hire, who dealt in Horſes. 0 


Charity took to Huſband an eminent Gentleman, 


whoſe Name I cannot learn; but who was fa- 


mous for ſo friendly a Diſpoſition, that he was 
Bail for above a hundred Perſons in one Year. | N 
He had likewiſe the remarkable Humour of walk- 
ing in Yeflminfler- Hall with a Straw in his Shoe. | 
Honour, the youngeſt, died unmarried. She lived © 


many Vers in this Town, was a great frequen- 1 


— ig 8 


trihuting Oranges to all who would accept of 
them. 

Jonathan married Elizabeth, Daughter of Scragg | 
Helloto, of Hockley-in-the- Fhle, Eſq; and by her 
had Jorathan, who is the illuſtrious Subject af 
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bs left 
com- 
n ſo- f ; Cc H A of III. | . 
es in The Birth, Parentage, and Education of Mr. 
ſtriẽt _ Jonathan Wild the Great. 
cited 3 8 

He JT is obſervable that Nature ſeldom produces 


2 any one who is afterwards to act a notable Part 
inder on the Stage of Life, but ſhe gives ſome Warn- 
by ing of eee and as the dramatic Poet 
ed a generally prepares the Entry of every conſidera- 
ſue. ble Character, with a ſolemn Narrative, or at 


our leaſt a great Flouriſh of Drums and Trumpets; id 


card doth this our Alma Mater by ſome ſhrewd Hints 

Tried pre- admoniſh us of her Intention, giving us warn- 

'rſes. ing as it were, and crying: 

8 N —— Vententi occurrite morbo, | 
Thus A/lyages, who was the Grandfather of Cyrus, 

was | L 

ear. dreamt that his Daughter was brought to bed of a 


„alk Vine whoſe Branches overſpread all A/ia ; and He- 
hoe. cuba, while big with Paris, dreamt that ſhe was de- 
lived livered of a Fireband that ſet all Troy in Flames; 
nen- ſo did the Mother of our Great Man, while ſhe was 
diſ- with child of him, dream that ſhe was enjoyed in 


t of the Night by the Gods Mercury, and Priapus. This 

Dream puzzled all the learned Aſtrologers of her 
ragg | 
her 


* Mercury being the God of Ingenuity, and Pria- 
t of 


pus the Terror of thoſe who practiſed it. What 


noting ſomething preternatural in it; for tho 
ſne had never heard even the Name of either of 
theſe Gods, ſhe repeated theſe very Words in the 


Morning, with only a ſmall Miſtake of the Quan- 
B 5 tity 


Time, ſeeming to imply in it a Contradiction; 


made this Dream the more wonderful, and per- 
haps the true Cauſe of its being remembred, was 
a very extraordinary Circumſtance, ſufficiently de- 
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tity of the latter, which ſhe choſe to call Prid- 
pus inſtead of Priãpus; and her Huſband ſwore 7 
that tho* he might poſſibly have named Mercury 7 
to her (for he had heard of ſuch an Heathen 
God) he never in his Life could have any wiſe 
put her in Mind of that other Deity, with whom 
he had no Acquaintance. = 
ANOTHER remarkable Incident was, that dur- 
ing her whole Pregnancy ſhe conſtantly longed 
for every thing ſhe ſaw; nor could be fatisfied | 
with her Wiſh unleſs ſhe enjoyed it clandeftinely ; | 
and as Nature by true and accurate Obſervers is 
remarked to give us no Appetites without fur- |? 
niſhing us with the Means of gratifying them; ſo 
had ſhe at this time a moſt marvellous glutinous 
Quality attending her Fingers, to which, as to 
Birdlime, every thing cloſely adhered that ſne 
handled. Pe Es 
To omit other Stories, ſome of which may be. 
perhaps the Growth of Superſtition, we proceed 
to the Birth of our Hero, who made his firſt Ap- 
pearance on this great Theatre, the very Day 
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} when the Plague firſt broke out in 1665. Some 
in fay his Mother was delivered of him in an Houſe 
1 of an orbicular or round Form in Covent-Garden; 

15 but of this we are not certain. He was ſone 
1 Vears afterwards baptized by the famous Mr. 
ji Titus Oates. | A 

NoTHING very remarkable. paſt in his Years 
7 of Infancy, ſave, that as the Letters Th are the 
moſt difficult of Pronunciation, and the laſt which 
1 a Child attains to the Utterance of, ſo they 

| 1 were the firſt that came with any Readineſs from 

1 young Maſter Wild. Nor muſt we omit the 
„ | early Indications which he gave of the Sweetneſs 
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of his Temper; for tho' he was by no Means to 


be terrified into Compliance, yet might he by a 
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Sugarplumb be brought to your Purpoſe: Indeed, 


to fay the Truth, he was to be bribed to any 


thing, which made many ſay, he was certainly 
born to be a Great Man. 
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HE was ſcarce ſettled at School before he gave 


Marks of his lofty and aſpiring Temper ; and was 


regarded by all his School-Fellows with that De- 
ference which Men generally pay to thoſe ſupe- 
rior Genius's who will exact it of them. If an 


Orchard was to be robb'd, Wild was conſulted, 
and tho' he was himſelf ſeldom concerned in the 
Execution of the Deſign, yet was he always Con- 
2 certer of it, and Treaſurer of the Booty; ſome 
little Part of which he would now and then, with 
wonderful Generoſity, beſtow on thoſe who took 
it. He was generally very ſecret on theſe Occa- 


ſions; but if any offered to plunder of his own' 
Head, without acquainting Maſter Wild and mak- 
ing a Depoſite of the Booty, he was ſure to have 


an Information againſt him lodged with the School- 
Maſter, and to be ſeverely puniſhed for his Pains- 


He diſcovered ſo little Attention to School-' 
Learning, that his Maſter, who was a very wiſe and 
worthy Man, ſoon gave over all Care and Trou- 
ble on that Account, and acquainting his Parents 


that their Son proceeded extremely well in his 


Studies, he permitted his Pupil to follow his on 


2 Inclinations; perceiving they led him: to nobler 
+ Purſuits than the Sciences; which are generally 


acknowledged to be a very unprofitable Study, and 
indeed greatly to hinder the Advancement of Men 


in the World: but tho' Maſter WÄild was not 


eſteemed the readieſt at making his Exerciſe, he 
was univerſally allowed to be the moſt dextrous 
B 6 a at 
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able Teſtimony of the great Antiquity of * Prig- 


12 F Book 2 


at ſtealing it of all his Schoo]-Fellows: being 
never detected in ſuch furtive Compoſitions, nor ie 
indeed in any other Exercitations of his great Ta- Wc 
lents, which all inclined the ſame Way, but once, ur 
when he had laid violent Hands on a Book called 
Gradus ad Parnaſſum, 1. e. A Step towards Par- 
#aſſus z on which Account his Maſter, who was 
a Man of moſt wonderful Wit and Sagacity, is 
ſaid to have told him, he wiſhed it might not a 
prove in the Event, Gradus ad Patibulum, i. e. d 
A Step towards the Gallows. _ 
Bur tho' he would not give himſelf the Pains | 
requiſite to acquire a competent ſufficiency in the | 
learned Languages, yet did he readily liſten with 
Attention to others, eſpecially when they tranſlated Bp 
the Claſſical Authors to him; nor was he in the 
leaſt backward, at all ſuch Times, to expreſs his | 
Approbation. He was wonderfully pleaſed with 
that Paſſage in the Eleventh Jliad, where Achilles | 
is ſaid to have bound two Sons of Priam upon a 
Mountain, and afterwards to have releaſed them. | 
for a Sum of Money. This was, he ſaid, alone 
ſufficient to refute thoſe who affected a Contempt 
for the Wiſdom of the Antients, and an undeni- 


giſm. He was raviſhed with the Account which 
Nef/ter gives in the ſame Book, of the rich Booty 
which he bore off (i. e. ſtole) from the Eleans. 
He was deſirous of having this often repeated to 
him, and at the End of every Repetition, he con- 
ſtantly fetched a deep Sigh, and ſaid, It was a 
glorious Booty, 

WHEN the Story of Cacus was read to him out 
of the Eighth Aneid, he generouſly pitied the 


E as. Alt > AY 


* This Word in the Cant Language ſignifies Thievery, 
| ul | unhap- 


k I. 


being unhappy Fate of that Great Man, to whom 
nor ie thought Hercules much too ſevere : One of his 
Ta- School- Fellows commending the Dexterity of 
Ince, drawing the Oxen backward by their Tails into 
alled his Den, he ſmiled, and with ſome Diſdain ſaid, 
Par- Hle could have taught him a better Way. 
was | HE was a paſſionate Admirer of Heroes, parti- 
y, is Fcularly of Alexander the Great, between whom 
not and the late King of Sweden he would frequently 
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draw Parallels. He was much delighted with 
the Accounts of the Czar's Retreat from the lat- 
ter, who carried off the Inhabitants of great Ci- 


ies to people his own Country. This, he ſaid, 
as not once thought of by Alexander ; but, added, 
perhaps he did not want them. 
Happy had it been for him, if he had confined 


himſelf to this Sphere; but his chief, if not only 
Blemiſh, was, that he would ſometimes, from an 
Humility in his Nature too pernicious to true 
Greatneſs, condeſcend to an Intimacy with in- 
ferior Things and Perſons. 
Rogue was his favorite Book, and the Cheats of 
Scapin his favorite Play. 


Thus the Spaniſb 


THE young Gentleman being now at the Age 


Fof ſeventeen, his Father, from a fooliſh Prejudice 


to our Univerſities, and out of a falſe, as well as 


Fexceſfve . Regard to his Morals, brought his Son 
to Town, where he reſided with him till he was 
of an Age to travel. 
imaginable Care was taken of his Inſtruction, his 
Father endeavouring his utmoſt to inculcate Prin- 
ciples of Honour and Gentility into his Son. 


Whilſt he was here, all 
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ol 
CHAP. IV. we 

| | 

Mr. Wild's firſt Entrance into the World. His Ae- in 
quaintance with Count La Ruſe. 5 


N Accident happened ſoon after his Arival in J 
Town, which almoſt ſaved the Father his 
whole Labour on this Head, and provided Mat- 
ter Wild a better Tutor than any Care or Expence he 
could have furniſhed him with. The old Gen- 
tleman, it ſeems, was a FOLLOWER of the For- (27 
tunes of Mr. Snap, Son of Mr. Geoffry Snap, co 
whom we have before mentioned to have enjoyed 
a reputable Office under the Sheriff of Longor | 
and Middleſex, the Daughter of which Geoffry | 
had inter-married with the Wildes. Mr. Snap the 
younger, being thereto well warranted, had laid | 
violent Hands on, or, as the Vulgar expreſs it, 
arreſted one Count La Ruſe, a Man of conſide- 
rable Figure in thoſe Days, and had confined him 
to his own Houſe, till he could find two Seconds 
who would in a formal Manner give their Words 
that the Count ſhould, at a certain Day and Place 
appointed, anſwer all that one Thomas Thimble a ti 
Taylor had to ſay to him; which Thomas Thim- | 
ble, it ſeems, alledged that the Count had, accord- | 
ing to the Law of the Realm, made over his Body | 
to him as à Security for ſome Suits of Cloaths |. 
to him delivered by the ſaid Thomas Thim- 
ble. Now, as the Count, tho' perfectly a Man 
of Honour, could not immediately find theſe Se- 
conds, he was obliged for ſome Time to reſide at 
Mr. Snap's Houſe: for it ſeems the Law of the 
Land is, that whoever owes another 10/7. or in- 
deed 27. may be, on the Oath of that Perſon, im- 
mediately taken up and carried away from his "= 
| | Houſe 
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ouſe and Family, and kept abroad till he is 
made to owe 50 1. whether he will or no; for 
which he is, perhaps, afterwards obliged to lie 
in Gaol; and all theſe without any Trial had, or 
any other Evidence of the Debt than the above- 
ſaid Oath, which if untrue, as it often happens, 


in vou have no Remedy againſt the Perjurer; he 
bis was, forſooth ! miſtaken. ; 
laſ. 3 Bur tho' Mr. Snap would not (as perhaps by 
nce the nice Rules of Honour he was obliged) diſ- 


charge the Count on his Parole; yet did he not 
(as by the ſtrict Rules of Law he was enabled) 
confine him to his Chamber. The Count had 
mis Liberty of the whole Houſe, and Mr. Snap. 
ſing only the Precaution of keeping his Doors 
ell lock'd and barr'd, took his Priſoner's Word 
that he would not go forth. 

M. Snap had by his ſecond Lady two Daugh- 


it, ters, who were now in the Bloom of their Youth 
de- and Beauty. Theſe young Ladies, like Damſels 
im in Romance, compaſlionated the captive Count, 


ads and endeavoured by all Means to make his 
rds Confinement leſs irkſome to him; which, tho” 
ace they were both very beautiful, they could not at- 
a4 tain by any other Way ſo effectually, as by en- 
u- gaging with him at Cards, in which Contentions, 
d- as will appear hereafter, the Count was greatly 
hs As Whiſk and Swabbers was the Game then 
n- in the chief Vogue, they were obliged to look for 
an à fourth Perſon, in order to make up their Par- 
e- ties. Mr. Snap himſelf would ſometimes relax 
at his Mind, from the violent Fatigues of his Em- 
he ployment, by theſe Recreations ; and ſometimes 
n- Ya neighbouring young Gentleman, or Lady, came 
nin to their Aſſiſtance : But the moſt frequent Gueſt 


en was young Maſter Wild, who had W 
om 
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from his Infancy with the Miſs Snaps, and was, 
by all the Neighbours, allotted for the Huſband 


of Miſs Ti/by, or Lætitia, the younger of the two; 
for though, being his Couſin-German, ſhe was 


perhaps, in the Eye of a ftrict Conſcience, ſome- 


what too nearly related to him; yet the old Peo- 


ple on both Sides, tho' ſufficiently ſcrupulous in 
nice Matters, agreed to overlook this Objection. ' 


MN of great Genius as eafily diſcover one 
another, as Free-Maſons can. It was therefore 
no Wonder that the Count ſoon conceived an In- 
clination to an Intimacy with our young Hero, 
whoſe vaſt Abilities could not be concealed from one 
of the Count's Diſcernment : for though this latter 
wasſo expert at his Cards, that he was proverbially 
ſaid to play the whole Game, he was no Match 
for Maſter Wild, who, - inexperienced as he was, 
notwithſtanding all the Art, the Dexterity, and 
often the Fortune of his Adverfary, never failed to 
ſend him away from the Table with leſs in his 


Pocket than he brought to it; for indeed Lang- 
Fanger himſelf could not have extracted a Purſe 


with more Ingenuity than our young Hero. 
HIS Hands made frequent Viſits to the Count's 
Pocket, before the latter had entertained any Suſ- 
picion of him, imputing the ſeveral Loſſes he ſuſ- 
tained rather to the innocent and ſprightly Fro- 


lick of Miſs Defy, or Theodoſia, with which, as 


ſhe indulged him with little innocent Freedoms 
about her Perſon in Return, he thought himſelf 


obliged to be contented ; but one Night, when 


Wild imagined the Count aſleep, he made fo un- 
guarded an Attack upon him, that the other caught 
him in the Fat: However, he did not think 


proper to acquaint him with the Diſcovery he had 


made; but, preventing him from any Booty at 


that Time, he only took Care for the future 


to 


This ſoon produced a perfect Intimacy, and that 
is common to that Paſſion between Perſons who 
ges of eating, drinking, whoring, or borrowi 


Money; which Ends as they ſoon fail, ſo doth 
the Friendſhip founded upon them. Mutual In- 
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to button his Pockets, and to pack the Cards with 
double Induſtry. 
So far was this Detection from cauſing any 
Quarrel between theſe two Prizs*, that in Rea- 
lity it recommended them to each other: For a 


wife Man, that is to ſay a Rogue, conſiders a 


Trick in Life, as a Gameſter doth a Trick 
at Play. It ſets him on his Guard; but he 
admires the Dexterity of him who plays it. Theſe 
therefore, and many other ſuch Inſtances of In- 
genuity, operated ſo violently on the Count, that, 
notwithſtanding the Diſparity which Age, Title, | 
and above all Dreſs, had ſet between them, he 
reſolved to enter into an Acquaintance with Wild. 


a Friendſhip, which had a longer Duration than 


only propeſe to themſelves the common Advanta- 


tereſt, the greateſt of all Purpoſes, was the Ce- 
ment of this Alliance, which nothing, of conſe- 
quence, but ſuperior Intereſt was capable of dif- 
ſolving. 


CHAP. v. 


A Dialvoue between young Maſter Wild and Conde 
La Ruſe, which, having extended to the Rejoin- 
der, had a very quiet, eaſy, and natural Concluſi on. 


NE Evening after the Miſs Snaps were retired 
to Reſt, "the Count thus addreſſed himſelf to 
young Wild: Youcannot, Iapprehend, Mr. Wild, 


* Thieves, 


0 he 


The LIFE of Book I. 


be ſuch a Stranger to your own great Capacity, 
as to be ſurprized when I tell you, I have of-| 
ten viewed, with a Mixture of Aſtoniſhment 
and Concern, your ſhining Qualities confined| 
to a Sphere, where they can never reach the 
Eyes of thoſe who would introduce them pro- 
perly into the World, and raiſe you to an 
Eminence, where you may blaze out to the 
„ Admiration of all Men. I aſſure you I am 
pleaſed with my Captivity, when I reflect, I 
„ am likely to owe to it an Acquaintance, and 1 
© hope Friendſhip, with the greateſt Genius of 
<< my Age; and, what is ſtill more, when I in- 
% dulge my Vanity with a Proſpect of drawing 
from Obſcurity (pardon the Expreſſion) ſuch 
6 Talents as were, I believe, never before like 
% to have been buried in it: for I make no 
<6 Queſtion, but, at my Diſcharge from Con- 
„ finement, which will now ſoon happen, I ſhalt 
be able to introduce you into Company, where 
66 — may reap the Advantage of your ſuperior 
<6 Parts. | : 7 

I will bring you acquainted, Sir, with thoſe, 


La 


* who, as they are capable of ſetting a true Value 


on ſuch Qualifications, ſo they will have it both 
in their Power and Inclination to prefer you 
& for them. Such an Introduction is the only 
Advantage you want, without which your 
Merit might be your Misfortune ; for thoſe 
Abilities which would entitle you to Honour 
and Prefit in a ſuperior Station, may render 
you only obnoxious to Danger and Diſgrace in; 
«a lower.” | 5 
MR. Vild anſwered: Sir, I am not inſenſible 
“ of my Obligations to you, as well for the Over- 
value you have ſet on my ſmall Abilities, as 


„% for 


, h. | 
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for the Kindneſs you expreſs in offering to in- 
troduce me among my Superiors. I muſt own, 
my Father hath often perſuaded me to puſh 
myſelf into the Company of my betters ; but, 
to ſay the Truth, I have an aukward Pride in 
my Nature, which is better pleaſed with being 
at the Head of the loweſt Claſs, than at the 


= << Bottom of the higheft. Permit me to ſay, 


tho* the Idea may be ſomewhat coarſe, I had 
rather ſtand on the Summit of a Dunghill, 
than at the bottom of a Hill in Paradiſe ; I 
have always thought it ſignifies little into what 
Rank of Lite I am thrown, provided I make 


a great Figure therein; and ſhould be as well 


ſatisfied with exerting my Talents well atthe Head 
of a ſmall Party or Gang, as in the Command 
of a mighty Army: for I am far from agree- 
ing with you, that great Parts are often loſt in 
a low Situation ; on the contrary, I am con- 
vinced it is impoſſible they ſhould be loſt. I 
have often perſuaded myſelf that there were 
not fewer than a thouſand in Alexander's. 
Troops capable of performing what Alexander 
himſelf did. | . 
«© BuT becauſe ſuch Spirits were not elected 
or deſtined to an Imperial Command, are we 
therefore to imagine they came off without 
a Booty? Or that they contented themſelves 
with the Share in common with their Com- 
rades ? Surely, no. In Civil Life, doubtleſs, 
the ſame Genius, the ſame Endowments have 
often compoſed the Stateſman and the Prig 
for ſo we call what the Vulgar name a Thief. 
The ſame Parts, the ſame Actions often pro- 
mote Men to the Head of ſuperior Socicties, 
which raiſe them tothe Head of lower; and where 
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is the eſſential Difference, if the one ends on 
Tower- Hill, and the other at Tyburn? Hath the 
Block any Preference to the Gallows, or the Ax 
to the Halter, but what is given them by the ill- 
guided Judgment of Men ? You will pardon me 
therefore, if I am not fo haſtily inflamed with 


the common Out: ſide of things, nor join the 


genera] Opinion in preferring one State to an- 
other. 
as in an embroidered Purſe ; and a Cod's Head 


is a Cod's Head ſtill, whether in a Pewter or | 


Silver Diſh.” 
Tk Count replied as follows : | 
have now ſaid doth not leſſen my Idea of your 


Capacity; but confirms my Opinion of the ill 


Effects of bad and low Company. Can any 
Man doubt, whether it is better to be a great 
Stateſman, or a common Thief ? I have often 
heard that the Devil uſed to ſay, where, or to 
whom, I know not, that it was better to reim 
in Hell, than to be a Valet de Chambre in Hea- 
ven, and perhaps he was in the right ; but ſure 
if he had had the Choice of reigning in either, 
he would have choſen better. The Truth 
therefore is, that by low Converſation we con- 
tract a greater Awe for high Things than they 
deferve. We decline great Purſuits not from 
Contempt, but Deſpair. The Man who pre- 
fers the High-road to a more reputable Way 
of making his Fortune, doth it becauſe he ima- 
gines the one eaſier than the other; but you 
yourſelf have aſſerted, and with undoubted 
Truth, that the ſame Abilities qualify you for 
undertaking, and the ſame Means will bring 


you to your End in both Journeys ; as, in Mu- 


ic, it is the ſame Tune whether you play it 
« in 


A Guinea is as valuable in a Leathern | 


«© What you | 
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« in a higher or a lower Key. To inſtance in 


« ſome Particulars : Is it not the ſame Qualifica- 


cc tion which enables his Man to hire himſelf as 


« a Servant, and to get into the Confidence and 
« Secrets of his Maſter, in order to rob him, and 
that to undertake Truſts of the higheſt Nature 
« with a Deſign to break and betray them? Is it 


Pr! leſs dificult by falſe Tokens to deceive a 


« Shopkeeper into the Delivery of his Goods, 
e which you afterwards run away with, than to 
« impoſe upon him by outward Splendor, and the 
« Appearance of Fortune, into a Credit, by which 
% you gain, and he loſes twenty times as much. 
«© Doth it not require more Dexterity in the Fin- 
&« gers to draw out a Man's Purſe from his Pocket, 
< or to take a Lady's Watch from her Side, with- 
« out being perceived of any (an Excellence in 
«© which, without Flattery, I am perſuaded you 
<« have no Superior) than to cog a Die, or to 


„ ſhufle a Pack of Cards? Is not as much 


„Art, as many excellent Qualities, required to 
„make a pimping Porter at a common Bawdy- 
„ Houſe, as would enable a Man to proſtitute his 
« own or his Friend's Wife or Child? Doth it not 
<« aſk as good a Memory, as nimble an Invention, 
as ſteady a Countenance, to forſwear yourſelf in 
„ Weſtmin/ter-Hall, as would furniſh out a com- 
„ plete Tool of State, or perhaps a Stateſman 
„ himſelf? It is needleſs to particularize e- 
4 very Inſtance; in all we ſhall find, that there 
« 13 a_nearer Connection between high and low 
Life than is generally imagined, and that a High- 
„ wayman is entitled to more Favour with the 
«© Great than he uſually meets with. If therefore, 
“as I think I have proved, the ſame Parts which 
** qualify a Man for Eminence in a low Sphere, 


: „ quality 
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« qualify him likewiſe for Eminence in a higher, 
cc ſure it can be no Doubt in which he would 
6 Cchuſe to exert them. Ambition, without which 
<© no one can be a great Man, will immediately 
& fjnſtruct him, in your own Phraſe, to prefer a 
4 Hill in Paradiſe to a Dunghill; nay, even Fear, a 
« fPaſſion the moſt repugnant to Greatneſs, will 
c ſhew him how much more ſafely he may in- 


& dulge himſelf in the full and free Exertion of | 


& his mighty Abilities in the higher, than in the 


6 lower Rank: Since Experience teaches him, 


& that there is a Crowd oftener in one Year at 
& 'Tyburn, than on Tower-Hill in a Century.” 
Mr. Wild with much Solemnity rejoined : ©* That 
* the ſame Capacity which qualifies a Mill ten, 
& a Bridlecull+, or a Buttock and File 4, to ar- 
rive at any Degree of Eminence in his Pro- 
& feſſion, would likewiſe raiſe a Man in what the 
6 World eſteem a more honourable Calling, I 


6 do not deny; nay, in many of your Inſtances | 


6c it is evident, that more Ingenuity, more Art are 
<< neceſlary to the lower, than the higher Profi- 
6 cients. If therefore you had only contended, 
« that every Prig might be a Stateſman if he 
<6 pleaſed, I had readily agreed to it ; but when 
«* you conclude, that it is his-Intereſt to be ſo, 
« that Ambition would bid him take that Alter- 
c native; in a Word, that a Stateſman is greater 
<<. or happier than a Prig, I muſt deny my Aſſent. 
„ But, in comparing theſe two together, we muſt 
<< carefully avoid being miſled by the vulgar erro- 
<6. neous Eſtimation of Things: for Mankind err 
“ in Diſquiſitions of this Nature, as Phyſicians do, 


* A Houſebreaker. + A Highwayman. 1A Shop- 
litter, Terms uſed in the Cars Dictionary. 


«© wha 
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her, “ who, in conſidering the Operations of a Diſ- 


duld 


nich 


eaſe, have not a due Regard to the Age and 
Complexion of the Patient. The ſame Degree 
of Heat, which is common in this Conſtitution, - 
may be a Fever in that; in the ſame manner, 
that which may be Riches or Honour to me, 
may be Poverty or Diſgrace to another: for all 
theſe Things are to be eſtimated by Relation to 
the Perſon who poſſeſſes them. A Booty of 
107. looks as great in the Eye of a Bridle-cull, 


6 
& 
c 
c 
ö 
0 


as that of as many Thouſands to the Stateſman; 
and doth not the former lay out his Acquiſitions 
in Whores and Fiddles, with much greater Joy 
« and Mirth, than the latter in Palaces and 


Pictures? What are the Flattery, the falſe 
“ Compliments of his Gang, to the Stateſman, - 


© when he himſelf muſt condemn his own Blun- 


ders, and is obliged againſt his Will to give 


Fortune the whole Honour of his Succeſs ? 
„ what is the Pride, reſulting from ſuch ſham 
«© Applauſe, compared to the ſecret Satisfaction 
© which a Prig enjoys in his Mind, in reflecting 
% on a well-contrived and well-executed Scheme? 


Perhaps indeed the greater Danger is on the 


* Prig's Side; but then you muſt remember, that" 


© the greater Honour is ſo too. When I men- 
* tion Honour, I mean that which is paid them 
by their Gang; for that weak Part of the World, 
* which is vulgarly called THE WISE, ſee 
« bothin a diſadvantageous and diſgraceful Light: 
And as the Prig enjoys (and merits too) the 
greater Degree of Honour from his Gang, ſo 
<< doth he ſuffer the leſs Diſgrace from the World, 
© who think his Miſdeeds, as they call them, 


e ſufficiently at laſt puniſhed with a Halter, 


* which 


and gives as much real Happineſs to his Fancy, 
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de which at once puts an End to his Pain and In- 
« famy ; whereas the other is not only hated in 
« Power, but deteſted and contemned at the 
4 Scaffold; and future Ages vent their Malice on 
% his Fame, while the other ſleeps quiet and for- 
« gotten. Beſides, let us a little conſider the 
« ſecret Quiet of their Conſciences; how ealy is 
e the Reflection of having taken a few Shillings 
« or Pounds from a Stranger, without any Breach 
« of Confidence, or perhaps any great Harm to 
„ the Perſon who loſes it, compared to that of 
% having betrayed a public Truſt, and ruined 
& the Fortunes of Thouſands, perhaps of a great 
<< Nation? How much braver is an Attack on 
«© the Highway, than at a Gaming Table; and 
% how much more innocent the Character of a 
« B----y-Houſe than a C---t Pimp?” He was 
eagerly proceeding when, caſting his Eyes on the 
Count, he perceived him to be faſt aſleep: where- 
fore having firſt picked his Pocket of three Shil- 
lings, then gently jogged him, in order to take 
his Leave, and promiſed to return to him the next 
Morning to Breakfaſt, they ſeparated : the Count 
_ to Reſt, and Maſter Wild to a Night- 
ellar. | | wed 


CHAP. VI. 


Further Conferences between the Count and Maſter 
Wild, with other Matters of the GREAT Kind. 


T* E Count miſſed his Money the next Morn- 
ing, and very well knew who had it; but, 
as he knew likewiſe how fruitleſs would be any 
Complaint, he choſe to paſs it by without men- 
tioning it. Indeed it may appear ſtrange to ſome 

__ | Readers, 
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Readers, that theſe Gentlemen, who knew each 
other to be Thieves, ſhould never once give the 
leaſt Hint of this Knowledge in all their Diſcourſe 
together; but, on the contrary, ſhould have the 
Words Honeſty, Honour, and Friendſhip, as 
often in their Mouths as any other Men. This, 

I ſay, may appear ſtrange to ſome; but thoſe 

who have lived long in Cities, Courts, Gaols, 

or ſuch Places, will perhaps be able to v the 
ſeeming Abſurdity. 

WAꝝN our two Friends met the next Moran, 
the Count (who, though he did not agree with'the, 
whole of his Friend's Doctrine, was, however. 
highly pleaſed with his Argument) began to bewail 
the Misfortune of his Captivity, and the Back- 

wardneſs of Friends to aſſiſt each other in their 
Neceſſities; but what vexed him, he ſaid; moſt, 
was the Cruelty of the Fair: for he entruſted Wild 
with the Secret of his having, had an Intrigue with- 

Mifs Theodoſia, the elder of the Miſs Snaps, ever 

ſince his Confinement, tho' he could not prevail with 

her to ſet him at Liberty. Wild anſwered, with 
a Smile: It was no Wonder a Woman ſhould 
<«< with to confine her Lover, where ſhe might be 

„ ſure of having him entirely to. herſelf; but 
added, he believed he could tell him a Method- 
ce of certainly procuring his Eſcape.” The Count 
eagerly beſought him to acquaint him with it. 

Wild told — Bribery was the ſureſt Means, 

and adviſed him to apply to the Maid. The 
Count thanked him, but returned: That he 
<< had not a Farthing left beſides one Guinea; 


„which he had then given her to change. To 


which Wild ſaid: He muſt make it up with 
c“ Promiſes, which he ſuppoſed he: was Courtier 
e enough to know how to put off. The Count 

Vol. I. C | bas 


26 The LIFE of Book I. 


greatly applauded the Advice, and faid, He hoped 
he ſhould be able in Time to perſuade him to 
condeſcend to be a great Man, for which he was 
fo perfectly well qualified. Wo 3 | 

Tris Method being concluded on, the two 
Friends ſat down to Cards, a Circumſtance which 


I ſhould not have mentioned, but for the ſake of | 


obferving the prodigious Force of Habit ; for, 
though the Count knew, if he won ever ſo much 
of Mr. Wild, he ſhould not receive a Shilling, yet 


could he not refrain from packing the Cards; nor 


could Wild keep his Hands out of his Friend's 


Pockets, though he knew there was nothing in 


them. | 


WHEN the Maid came home, the Count began 


to put it to her; offered her all he had, and pro- 
miſed Mountains in future; but all in vain, the 
Maid's Honeſty was impregnable, She ſaid, She 
« would not break her Truſt for thewhole World; 


<< no not if ſhe could gaina Hundred Pound by it.“ 


Upon which Wild ſtepping up, and telling her: 
«© She need not fear loſing her Place, for it would 
© never be found out; that they could throw a 
„ Pair of Sheets into the Street, by which it 
* might appear he got out at a Window; that 
„ he himſelf would ſwear he ſaw him deſcending ; 
<< that the Money would be ſo much Gains in 
<6 her Pocket; that, befides his Promiſes, which 
„ ſhe might depend on being performed, ſhe 
4 would receive from him twenty Shillings and 
<< Nine-pence in ready Money (for ſhe had only 
laid out Threepence in plain Spaniſb) and laſtly, 


<6 that beſides his Honour, the Count ſhould leave 


„% a Pair of Gold Buttons (which afterwards 


<< turned out to be Braſs) of great Value in her 


THe 


Hands, as a further Pawn, 
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Tar Maid ſtill remained inflexible, till Wild 


offered to lend his Friend a Guinea more, and to 
depoſite it immediately in her Hands. Fhis Re- 
inforcement bore down the poor Girl's Reſolution, - 
and ſhe faithfully promiſed to open the Door to 
the Count that 8 hy | | 

THrvs did our young Hero not only lend his 
Rhetoric, which few People care to do without 
a Fee, but his Money too, a Sum which many a 
cood Man would have made fifty Excuſes before 
he would have parted with, to his Friend, and 
procured him his Liberty. | 

BuT it would be highly derogatory from the 
GREAT Character of Wild, ſhould the Reader 
imagine he lent ſuch a Sum to a Friend without 
the leaſt View of ſerving himſelf. As, therefore, 
the Reader may caſily account for it in a manner 
more advantageous to our Hero's Reputation, by 
concluding that he had ſome intereſted View in 


the Count's Enlargement, we hope he will judge 


with Charity, eſpecially as the Sequel makes it 
not only reaſonable, but neceſſary, to ſuppoſe he 
had ſome ſuch View. 115 2 
A LoNG Intimacy and Friendſhip ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Count and Mr. Wild, who, being by 
the Advice of the Count dreſſed in good Cloaths, 
was by him introduced into the beſt Company. 
They conſtantly frequented the Aſſemblies, Auc- 
tions, Gaming- Tables, and Play-Houſes; at which 
laſt they ſaw two Acts every Night, and then 
retired without paying, thisbeing, it ſeems, an im- 
memorial Privilege which the Beaus of the Town 
preſcribe for to themſelves. This, however, did 
not ſuit Vild's Temper, who called it a Cheat, 
and objected againſt it, as requiring no Dexterity 
but what every Blockhead 22 put in — 
2 E 
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He ſaid it was a Cuſtom very much ſavouring of 
the Sneaking-Budge*, but neither ſo honourable 
nor ſo ingenious. 55 WES. | 
W1LD now made a conſiderable Figure, and 
paſſed for a Gentleman of great Fortune in the 
| 85 Women of Quality treated him with 


get Familiarity, young Ladies began to ſpread i 
e 


ir Charms for him, when an Accident hap- 
ened that put a Stop to his Continuance in a 
Way of Life too inſipid and inactive to affo:d 
Employment for thoſe great Talents, which were 


deſigned to make a much more conſiderable Fi- 


gure in the World, than attends the Character of 
a Beau or a pretty Gentleman. 


C HAP. VII. 


Maſter Wild ſets out on his Travels, and returns 
Home again, A very ſhort * containing 

infinitely more Time and leſs Matter than any 
other in the whole Story. 


WE are ſorry, we cannot indulge our Rea- 
der's Curioſity with a full and perfect Ac- 
count of this Accident ; but there are ſuch 
various Accounts, one of which only can. be true, 
and poſſibly, and indeed probably, none; inſtead 
of following the general Method of Hiſtorians, 


who in ſuch Caſes ſet down the various Reports, | 
and leave to your own Conjecture which you will 


chuſe, we ſhall paſs them all over. 
- CERTAIN it is, that whatever this Accident 
was, it determined our Hero's Father to ſend his 
Son immediately abroad, for ſeven Years ; and, 
which may ſeem ſomewhat remarkable, to his 
Majeſty's Plantations in America. That Part of 
the World being, as. he ſaid, freer from Vices 

* Shoplifting, . 


than 


( 
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than the Courts and Cities of Europe, and con- 


l. ſequently leſs dangerous to corrupt a young Man's 
Morals. And as for the Advantages, the old 
and Gentleman thought they were equal there with 
the thoſe attained in the politer Climates ; for Tra- 
vith velling, he ſaid, was Travelling in one Part of 
read the World as well as another: It conſiſted in 
1ap- being ſuch a Time from home, and in traverſing 
n af fo many Leagues; and appealed to Experience, 
Fo.d whether moſt of our Travellers in France and 
vere Italy did not prove at their Return, that they 
Fi- might have been ſent as profitably to Norway 
Tr of and Greenland? ET oe 
ACCORDING to theſe Reſolutions of his Father, 
the young Gentleman went aboard a Ship, and 
with a great deal of good Company ſet out for 
urns the American Hemiſphere, The exact Time of 
wing his Stay is ſomewhat uncertain ; moſt probably 
an) longer than was intended: But howſoever long 
his Abode there was, it muſt be a Blank in this 
a. 2&8 Hiſtory ; as the whole Story contains not one Ad- 
Ac- venture worthy the Reader's Notice; being, in- 
uch WM deed, a continued Scene of whoring, drinking, and 
rue, removing from one Place to another. | 
load To confeſs a Truth, we are fo aſhamed of the 
ans, Shbortneſs of this Chapter, that we would have 
ts, done a Violence to our Hiſtory, and have inſerted 
will an Adventure or two of ſome other Traveller: 
To which Purpoſe we borrowed the Journals of 
lent feveral young Gentlemen who have lately made 
his the Tour of Europe; but to our great Sorrow 
ind, could not extract a ſingle Incident ſtrong enough 
his to juſtify the Theft to our Confcience. 
I WEN we conſider the ridiculous Figure this 
ices Chapter muſt make, being the Hiſtory of no leſs 
than eight Years, our only Comfort is, that the 
han C3 | Hiſtory 
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Hiſtories of ſome Mens Lives, and perhaps of ſome 
Men who have made a Noiſe in the World, are 
in Reality as abſolute Blanks as the Travels of 
our Hero. As, therefore, we ſhall make ſuffici- 
ent Amends in the Sequel for this Inanity, we 
ſhall haſten on to Matters of true Importance, 
and immenſe Greatneſs. At preſent we con- 
tent ourſelves with ſetting down our Hero where 
we took him up, after acquainting our Reader 
that he went abroad, ſtaid ſeven Vears, and then 
came home again. | 


C HAP. VIII. 


An Adventure where Wild, in the Diviſion of the 


Booty, exhibits an * Inſtance of 
GREATNESS. 


HE Count was one Night very ſucceſsful 
at the Hazard- Table, — Sk 2 who 
was juſt returned from his Travels, was then pre- 
ſent; as was likewiſe a young Gentleman whoſe 
Name was Bob Bagſbot, an Accquaintance of Mr. 
Mild's, and of whom he entertained a great Opi- 
nion; taking therefore Mr. Bagſhot aſide, he 
adviſed him to provide himſelf (if he had them not 
about him) with a Caſe of Piſtols, and to attack 
the Count, in his Way home, promiling to plant 
himſelf near with the ſame Arms, as a Corps de 
Reſerve, and to come up on Occaſion. This was 
accordingly executed, and the Count obliged to 
ſurrender to ſavage Force what he had in fo gen- 
teel and civil a Manner taken at Play. 

AND as it is a wile and philoſophical Obſerva- 
tion, that one Misfortune never comes alone, the 
Count had hardly paſſed the Examination of Mr. 
Bag ſbot, when he fell into the Hands of Mr. Snap, 

who, 
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who, in Company with Mr. Wild the elder, and 
one or two more Gentlemen, being it ſeems 
thereto well warranted, laid hold of the unfortu- 
nate Count, and conveyed him back to the ſame 
Houſe from which by the Aſſiſtance of his good 
Friend he had — eſcaped. | 
Mx. Wild and Mr. Bagſbot went together to 
the Tavern, where Mr. Bagſbot (generouſly as 
he thought) offered to ſhare the Booty, and hav- 
ing divided the Money into two unequal Heaps, 
and added a golden Snuff-Box to the leſſer Heap, 
he deſired Mr. Wild to take his Choice. | 
Mr. Vid immediately conveyed the larger 
Share of the Ready into his Pocket, according to 
an excellent Maxim of his: Firſt ſecure what 
* Share you can, before you wrangle for the reſt: 
And then, turning to his Companion, he aſked 


him, with a ſtern Countenance, whether he inten- 
ded to keep all that Sum to himſelf? Mr. Bagſbot 


anſwered, with ſome Surprize, that he thought 


Mr. Wild had no Reaſon to complain; for it was 


ſurely fair, at leaſt on his Part, to content himſelf . 


with an-equal Share of the Booty, who had taken 


the whole. I grant you took it, replied Wild, 
„but, pray who propoſed-or counſelled the tak- 
ing it? Can you ſay, that you have done more 
« than executed my Scheme, and might not I, if 
« I had pleaſed, have employed another, ſince 
% you well know there was not a Gentleman in 
„ the Room but would have taken the Money, 
„if he had known how conveniently and ſafely to 
do it? That is very true (returned Bagſbot) 
„but did not I execute the Scheme, did not | run 
the whole Riſque ? Should not I have ſuffered 
the whole Puniſhment if I had been taken, and 
is not the Labourer wotthy of his Hire? Doubt- 

| C4 & leſs 
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leſs (fays Jonathan) he is ſo, and your Hire I 
ſhall not refuſe you, which is all that the La- 
bourer is entituled to, or ever enjoys. I re- 


member when I was at School to have heard 
ſome Verſes,” which for the Excellence of their 


Doctrine made an Impreſſion on me, purport- 
ing that the Birds of the Air, and the Beaſts of the | 
Field, work not for themſelves. It is true, the 
Farmer allows Fodder to his. Oxen, and Paſture 


the to his Sheep; but it is for his own Serviee, 


not theirs. In the ſame manner thePloughman, 
Shepherd, the Weaver, the Builder, and the Sol- 
dier, work not for themſelves but others; they-are 
contented with a poor Pittance (the Labourer's 


Hire) and permitusthe GREAT to enjoy the Fruits 


of their Labours. Ariſtotle, as my Maſter told 


us, hath plainly proved, in the firſt Book of his 


“ Politics, that the low, mean, ufeful Part of Man- 


0 


vs 
44 


kind, are born Slaves to the Wills of their Su- 


periors, and are indeed as much their Property | 


as the Cattle. It is well ſaid of us, the higher 


Order of Mortals, that we are born only to de- 


vour the Fruits of the Earth; and it may be 


as well ſaid of the lower Claſs, that they are 


born only to produce them for us. Is not the 


Battle gained by the Sweat and Danger of the 
common Soldier, are not the Honour and Fruits 


of the Victory the General's who laid the 


- Scheme ? 1s not the Houſe built by the Labour 


of che Carpenter, and the Bricklayer ? Is it 
not built for the Profit only of the Architect, 
and for the Uſe of the Inhabitant, who could 
not eaſily have placed one Brick upon another ? 
Is not the Cloth, or the Silk, wrought into its 
Form, and variegated with all the Beauty of 
Colours, by thoſe who are forced to content 

| „ them- 
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« themſelves with the coarſeſt and vileſt Part of 
« their Work, while the Profit and Enjoyment of 


c their Labours fall to the Share of others? Caſt 


« your Eye abroad, and fee who is it lives in the 
«© moſt magnificent Buildings, feaſts his Palate 
“ with the moſt luxurious Dainties, his Eyes with 
« the moſt beautiful Sculptures and delicate Pain- 
« tings, and cloathes himſelf in the fineſt and 
c richeſt Apparel; and tell me if all theſe do 
„ not fall to his Lot, who had not any the 
* leaſt Share in producing all theſe Convenien- 
<* cies, nor the leaſt Ability ſo to do? Why 
then ſhould the State of a * Pr:g differ from 
all others? Or why ſhould you, who are the 
Labourer only, the Executor of my Scheme, 
«© expect a Share in the Profit? Be adviſed, 
therefore, deliver the whole Booty to me, and 
<< truſt to my Bounty for your Reward.” Mr. 
Bag ſhot was fome Time ſilent, and looked like a 


Man Thunder-ftruck ; But at laſt recovering 


himſelf from his Surprize, he thus began. If 
* you think, Mr. Wild, by the Force of your Ar- 
*© guments to get the Money out of my Pocket, 
* you are greatly miſtaken, What is all this 
« Stuff to me? D———n me, I am a Man of 
Honour, and tho? I can't talk as well as you, 
* by G- you ſhall not make a Fool of me; and 
if you take me for one, I muſt tell you, you 
„are a Raſcal.” At which Words, he laid his 
Hand to his Piſtol. Wild, perceiving the little 
Succeſs the great Strength of his Arguments had 
met with, and the haſty Temper of his Friend, - 
gave over his Deſign for the preſent, and told 
Bag ſhot, he was only in Jeſt. But this Coolneſs 
with which he treated the other's Flame had ra- 

ther the Effect of Oil than of Water. Bagſhot 
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replied, in a Rage, D n me, I don't like 
& ſuch Jeſts; I ſee you are a pitiful Raſcal, and 
% a Scoundrel.” Wild, with a Philoſophy wor- 
thy of great Admiration, returned. ** As for 
“ your Abuſe, I have no Regard to it; but to 
& convince you, I am not afraid of you, let us lay 
« the whole Booty on the Table, and let the 
“ Conqueror take it all.” . And having ſo ſaid, 
he drew out his ſhining Hanger, whoſe glittering 
ſo dazzled the Eyes of Bagſbot, that in a Tone 
entirely altered, he ſaid, No ! he was conten- 
„ ted with what he had already; that it was 
mighty ridiculous in them to quarrel among 
„ themſelves ; that they had common Enemies 
% enow abroad, againſt whom they ſhould 
“ unite their common Force; that if he had 
„ miſtaken Wild, he was ſorry for it; and as for 
a Jeſt, he could take a Jeſt as well as another.” 
Ilild, who had a wonderful Knack of diſcovering 
and applying to the Paſſions of Men, beginning 
now to have a little Inſight into his Friend, and 
to conceive what Arguments would make the 
quickeſt Impreflion.on him, cried out in a loud 
Voice, © That he had bullied him into drawing 


his Hanger, and ſince it was out, he would not 


<« put it up without Satisfaction. What Satiſ- 
* faction would you have? (anſwered the other.) 
* Your Money or your Blood, faid Wild. Why 
% lookye, Mr. Wild (faid Bagſbot) if you want 
« to borrow a little of my Part, ſince I know 
59 pu to be a Man of Honour, I don't care if 
& I lend you:; For tho' I am not afraid 
© of any Man living, yet rather than break 
with a Friend, and as it may be neceſſary 
« for your Occaſions“ Wild, who often de- 
clared that he looked upon borrowing to be as 

| god 
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good a Way of taking as any, and, as he called it, 


the genteeleſt Kind of Sneaking- Budge, putting 
up his Hanger and ſhaking his Friend by the 
Hand, told him, he had hit the Nail on the Head; 
it was really his preſent Neceſſity only that pre- 
vailed with him againſt his Will; for that his 
Honour was concerned to pay a conſiderable Sum 
the next Morning. Upon which, contenting 


himſelf with one Half of Bagſboet's Share, ſo that 
he had three Parts in four of the whole, he took 


Leave of his Companion, and retired to reſt. 


CHAP. IX. 
Wild pays a Viſit to ay Lztitia Snap. A De- 
ſeription of that lovely young Creature, and the 
_ ſucceſsleſs Iſſue of Mr. Wild's Addreſſes. 


"7 E next Morning when our Hero waked, 
he began to think of paying a Viſit to Miſs 
Tiſhy Snap; a Woman of great Merit, and of 
as great Generoſity, yet Mr. Wild found a Preſent 
was ever moſt welcome to her, as being a Token 


of Reſpe&t in her Lover. He therefore went di- 


rectly to a Toy-Shop, and there purchaſed a gen- 
teel Snuff-Box, with which he waited upon his 
Miſtreſs ; whom he found in the moſt beautiful 
Undreſs. Her lovely Hair hung wantonly over 
her Forehead, being neither white with, nor y2t 


free from Powder; a neat double Clout, which 


ſeemed to have been worn a few Weeks only, 
was pinned under her Chin; ſome Remains of 


that Art with which Ladies improve Nature, 


ſhone on her Cheeks : her Body was looſely at- 


tired, without Stays or Jumps ; ſo that her Breaſts 


had uncontrolled Liberty to diſplay their beauteous 


Orbs, which they did as low as her Girdle; a 


> So - thin 
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thin Covering of a rumpled Muſlin Handkerchief 
almoſt hid them from the Eyes, fave in a few Parts 
where a good-natured Hole gave Opportunity to 
the naked Breaſt to appear. Her Gown was a 


Sattin of a whitiſh Colour, with about a dozen. 


little Silver Spots upon it, fo artificially interwoven 
at great diſtance, that they looked as if they had 
fallen there by Chance. This flying open, diſ- 
covered a fine yellow Petticoat beautifully edged 
round the Bottom with a narrow Piece of halt 
Gold-Lace, which was now almoſt become 
Fringe ; beneath this appeared another Petticoat 
ſtiffened with Whalebone, vulgarly called a Hoop, 
which hung ſix Inches at leaſt below the other; 
and under this again appeared an under Garment 
of that colour which Ovid intends when he ſays, 


ui Color albus erat nunc eff contrarius albo. 


She likewiſe diſplayed two pretty Feet covered 
with Silk, and adorned with Lace; and tied, the 
right with a handſome Piece of blue Ribband; the 
left, as more unworthy, with a piece of yellow 
Stuff, which ſeemed to have been a Strip of her 


Upper- Petticoat. Such was the lovely Creature 


-whom Mr. WMild attended. She received him 
at firſt with ſome of that Coldneſs, which Women 
of ſtrict Virtue by a commendable, tho' ſome- 
times painful Reſtraint, enjoin themſelves to their 
Lovers. The Snuff-Box being produced, was at 
' rſt civilly, and indeed, gently refuſed ; but on 
a ſecond Application accepted. The Tea-Table 
was ſoon called for, at which a Diſcourſe paſſed be- 
tween. thele young Lovers, which, could we ſet 
it down with any Accuracy, would be very edi- 


tying as well as entertaining to our Reader; 


let it ſuffice then that the Wit, together with 


the - 
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the Beauty of this young Creature, ſo inflamed the 
Paſſion of Wild, which, tho' an honourable 
Sort of a Paſſion, was at the fame Time extreme- 
ly violent, that it tranſported him to Freedoms 
too offenſive to the nice Chaſtity of Lætitia; who 
was, to confeſs the Truth, more indebted to her 
own Strength for the Preſervation of her Virtue, 
than to the awful Reſpect or Backwardneſs of her 
Lover: he was indeed ſo very urgent in his 
Addreſſes, that had he not with many Oaths pro- 
miſed her Marriage, we could ſcarce have been 
ſtrictly juſtified in calling his Paſſion honourable; 
but he was ſo remarkably attached to Decency, 
that. he neyer offered any Violence to a young 
Lady without the moſt earneſt Promiſes of that 
kind, theſe being, he ſaid, a Ceremonial due to 
female Modeſty, which coſt ſo little and were fo 
eaſily pronounced, that the Omiſſion could ariſe 
from nothing but the mere Wantonneſs of Bru- 


- tality, The lovely Lætitia, either out of Pru- 


dence, or perhaps Religion, of which ſhe was a 
liberal Profeſſor, was deaf to all his Promiſes, and 
luckily invincible by his Force; for though ſhe 
had not yet learnt the Art of well clenching her 
Fiſt, Nature had not however left her defenceleſs: 
for at the Ends of her Fingers ſhe wore Arms, 
which ſhe uſed with ſuch admirable Dexterity, 
that the hot Blood of Mr. Wild ſoon began to 
appear in ſeveral little Spots on his Face, and his 
fullblown Cheeks to reſemble that Part which 
Modeſty forbids a Boy to turn up any where 
but in a public School, after ſome Pedagogue, 
ſtrong of Arm, hath exerciſed his Talents 
thereon. Mild now retreated from the Con- 
flict, and the victorious Lætitia, with be- 
coming Triumph and noble Spirit, cried out, 
66 
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« D n your Eyes, if this be your Way of 


„ ſhewing your Love, I'll warrant I gives you 
„ enough on't.” She then proceeded to talk of 
her Virtue, which Wild bid her carry to the De- 
vil with her; and thus our Lovers parted. 


CHAP. A 


A Diſcovery of ſome Matters concerning the chaſte 


Lætitia, which muſt wonderfully ſurprize, and 
perhaps affeft our Reader, 


ME Il TL D was no ſooner departed, than 
the fair Conquereſs opening the Door of a 
Cloſet, called forth a young Gentieman, whom 
ſhe had there encloſed at the Approach of the 
other. The Name of this Gallant was Tom 
Smirk, He was Clerk to an Attorney, and 


was indeed the greateſt Beau, and the greateſt 


Favourite of the Ladies, at the End of the Town 
where he lived. As we take Drets to be the 
Characteriſtic or efficient Quality of a Beau, we 
ſhall, inſtead of giving any Character of this young 
Gentleman, content ourſelves with deſcribing his 


Dreſs only to our Readers. He wore, then, a 


Pair of white Stockings on his Legs, and Pumps 
on his Feet; his Buckles were a large Piece of 
Pinchbeck Plate, which almoſt covered his whole 


Foot. His Breeches were of red Pluſh, which 


hardly reached his Knees ; his Waiſtcoat was a 
white Dimity richly embroidered with yellow 


8 lk, over which he wore a blue Pluſh coat with 


Metal Buttons, a ſmart Sleeve, and a Cape reach- 
ing half way down his Back. His Wig was of 


a brown Colour, covering almoſt half his Pate, 


on which was hung on one Side a little laced Hat, 


but cocked with great Smartneſs. Such was the 


accoms- 
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accompliſhed S mir, who, at his iſſuing forth from 
the Cloſet, was received with open Arms by the a- 
miable Lætitia. She addreſſed him by the tender 
Name of Dear Tommy; and told him ihe had diſ- 
miſt the odious Creature whom her Father in- 
tended for her Huſband, and had now nothing to 
interrupt her Happineſs with him. _ | 
HERE, Reader, - thou muſt pardon us if we 
ſtop a while to lament the Capriciouſneſs of Na- 
ture in forming this charming Part of the Crea- 
ation, deſigned to complete the Happineſs of 
Man ; with their ſoft Innocence to allay his Fe- 
rocity, with their Sprightlineſs to ſoothe his Cares, 
and with their conſtant Friendſhip to relieve all 
the Troubles and Diſappointments which can hap- 
pen to him. Seeing then that theſe are the Bleſ- 
ſings chiefly ſought aiter, and generally found in 
every Wife, how muſt we lament that Diſpoſi- 
tion in theſe lovely Creatures, which leads them 
to prefer in their Favour thoſe Individuals of the 
other Sex, who do'not ſeem intended by Nature 
as ſo great a Maſter-piece. For ſurely, however 
uſeful they may be in the Creation, as we are 
taught, that nothing, not even a Louſe, is made 


in vain; yet theſe Beaus, even that moſt ſplendid 
and honoured Part, which, in this our Iſland, 


Nature loves to diſtinguiſh in Red, are not, as 
ſome think, the nobleſt Work of the Creator. 
For my own Part, let any Man chuſe to himſelf 
two Beaus, let them be Captains or Colonels, as 
well dreſſed Men as ever lived, I would ven- 
ture to oppoſe a ſingle Sir [/aac Newton, a Shake- 
ſpear, a Milton, or perhaps fome few others to 
both theſe Beaus; nay, and I very much doubt, 
whether it had not been better for the World in 
general, that neither of theſe Beaus had ever been 

SD born, 
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bern, than that it ſhould have wanted the Benefit 
ariſing to it from the Labour of any one of thoſe | 
Perſons, | | 

Ir this be true, how melancholy muſt be the 
Conſideration, that any ſingle Beau, er if 
he have but half a Yard of Ribbon in his Hat, 
ſhall weigh heavier, in the Scale of female Af- 
fection, than twenty Sir Jſaac Newtons. How 
muſt our Reader, who perhaps had wiſely ac- 
counted for the Reſiſtance which the chaſte Læ- 
titia had made to the violent Addreſſes of the ra- 
viſhed (or rather raviſhing) Wild from that La- 
dy's impregnable Virtue, how muſt he bluſh, I 
ſay, to perceive her quit the Strictneſs of her 
Carriage, and abandon herſelf to thoſe looſe 
Freedoms which ſhe indulged to Smirk. But, 
alas! when we diſcover all, as, to preſerve the 
Fidelity of our Hiſtory, we muſt, when we re- 
late that every Familiarity had paſt between them, 
and that the FAIR Lætitia (for we muſt, in this 
fingle Inſtance, imitate Virgil, where he drops 
the pius and the pater, and drop our favourite 
Epithet of chaſte) the FAIR Lætitia had, I fay, 
made S mir as happy as Wild deſired to be, what 
muſt then be our Reader's Confuſion? We will, 
therefore, draw a Curtain over this Scene, from 
that Philogyny which is in us, and proceed to 
Matters, which, inſtead of diſhonouring the hu- 
man Species, will greatly raiſe and ennoble it. 


* 


CHAP. 
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0H AP. KI. 
Containing as notable Inſtances of human Greatneſs 


as are to be met with in ancient or modern Hi- 
ry. Concluding with ſome wholeſome Hints 
to the gay Part of Mankind. 


I71LD no ſooner parted from the chaſte 

Y Laetitia, than recollecting that his Friend 
the Count was returned to his | Fong in the 
ſame Houſe, he reſolved to viſit him: for he was 
none of thoſe half-bred Fellows, who are aſhamed 


to ſee their Friends when they have plundered and 


betrayed them: From which baſe and pitiful _ 
Temper many monſtrous Cruelties have been 
tranſacted by Men, who have ſometimes carried 
their Modeſty ſo far as to the Murder, or utter 
Ruin of thoſe againſt whom their Conſciences 
have ſuggeſted to them, that they have committed 
ſome ſmall Treſpaſs, either by the debauching a 
Friend's Wife or Daughter, belying or betray- 
ing the Friend himſelf, or ſome other ſuch trifling In- 
ſtance. In our Herothere was nothing not trulygreat : 
He could, without the leaſt Abaſhment, drink a 
Bottle with the Man who knew he had the Mo-. 
ment before picked his Pocket; and, when he 
had ſtript him of every thing he had, never de- 
fired to do him any farther Miſchief ; for he car- 
ried Good-nature to that wonderful and uncom- 
mon Height, that he never did a ſingle Injury to 
Man or Woman, by which he himſelf” did not 
expect to reap ſome Advantage. He would often 

indeed ſay, that by the contrary party Men often 
made a bad Bargain with the Devil, and did his 
Work for nothing. . | 
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Our Hero found the captive Count, not baſely 
lamenting his Fate, nor . abandoning himſelf to 
Deſpair, but, with due Reſignation, employing 
himſelf in preparing ſeveral Packs of Cards for 
future Exploits. The Count, little ſuſpecting that 
Mild had been the ſole Contriver of the Miſ- 
fortune which had befallen him, roſe up, and ea- | 
gerly embraced him; and Wild returned his Em- . 
brace with equal Warmth. They were no ſooner il [© 
ſeated than Wild took an Occaſion, from ſeeing h 
the Cards lying on the Table, to inveigh againſt i ** 
Gaming, and, with an uſual and highly com- | * 
mendable Freedom, after firſt exaggerating the diſ- 
treſt Circumſtances in which the Count was then 
involved, imputed all his Misfortunes to that 
curſed Itch of Play, which, he ſaid, he concluded 
had brought his preſent Confinement upon him, 
and muſt unavoidably end in his Deſtruction. 
The other, with great Alacrity, defended his fa- 
vourite Amuſement (or rather Employment) and 
having told his Friend the great Succeſs he had 
after his unluckily quitting the Room, acquainted 
him with the Accident which followed, and which 
the Reader, as well as Mr. Vild, hath had ſome 
Intimation of before; adding, however, one 
Circumſtance not hitherto mentioned, vi. that 
he had defended his Money with the utmoſt Bra- 
very, and had dangerouſly wounded at leaſt two 
of the three Men who had attacked him. This 
Behaviour Wild, who not only knew the extreme 
Readineſs with which the Booty had been de- 
livered, but alio the conſtant Frigidity of the 
Count's Courage, highly applauded, and wiſhed 
He had been preſent to aſſiſt him. The Count 
then proceeded to animadvert on the Carelefneſs 
ef the Watch, and the Scandal it was to the 

Laws, 
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Laws, that honeſt People could not walk the 
Streets in Safety; and, after expatiating ſome 
Time on that Subject, he aſked Mr. Wild if he 
ever ſaw ſo prodigious a Run of Luck (for fo he 
choſe to call his Winning, though he knew Wild 
was well acquainted with his having loaded Dice 
in his Pocket) the other anſwered, it was indeed 
prodigious, and almoſt ſufficient to juſtify any Per- 
ſon, who did not know him better, in fuſpecting 
his fair Play. No Man, I believe, dares call that 
in Queſtion, replied he. No ſurely, ſays Wild, 
you are well known to be a Man of more Ho- 
nour : But pray, Sir, continued he, did the Raſ- 
cals rob you of all? Every Shilling, cries the 
other with an Oath ; they did not leave me a ſin- 
gle Stake. by | 
WIL E they were thus diſcourſing, Mr. Snap, 
with a Gentleman who followed him, introduced 
Mr. Bagſbot into the Company. It feems Mr. 
Bag ſhot, immediately after his Separation from 
Mr. Wild, returned to the Gaming- Table, where, 
having truſted to Fortune that Treaſure which 
he had procured by his Induſtry, the faithleſs 
Goddeſs committed a Breach of Truſt, and ſent 
Mr. Bag/hat away with as empty Pockets as are to 
be found in any laced Coat in the Kingdom. Now 
ads that Gentleman was walking to a certain repu- 


table Houſe or Shed in Covent Garden Market, he 


fortuned to meet with Mr. Snap, who had juſt 
returned from conveying the Count to his Lodg- 
ings, and was then walking to and fro hefore the 
Gaming-Houſe Door ; for you are to know, my 
good Reader, if you have never been a Man of 
Wit and Pleaſure about Town, that as the vo- 
racious Pike lieth ſnug under ſome Weed before 
the Mouth of any of thoſe little Streams vo 

11 
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diſcharge - themſelves into a args River, wait- 

ing for the ſmall Fry which iſſue thereout; fo 
hourly. before the Door or Mouth of theſe Gam- 
ing-Houſes doth Mr. Snap, or ſome other Gen- 
tlemen of his Occupation, attend the iſſuing forth 
of the ſmall Fry of young Gentlemen, to whom 
they deliver little Slips of Parchment, contain- | 
ing Invitations of the ſaid Gentlemen to their 
Houſes, together with one Mr. John Doe*, a 
Perſon whoſe Company is in great Requeſt. Mr. 
Snap, among many others of theſe Billets, hap- 
pened to have one directed to Mr. Bag/fhot, being | 
at the Suit or Solicitation of one Mrs. Anne Sam- 
ple, Spinſter, at whoſe Houſe the ſaid Bagyhot 
had lodged feveral Months, and whence he had | 
inadverceutly departed without taking a formal 
Leave; on which Account Mrs. Anne had taken 
this Method. of /peating with him. | 
Mx. Snap's Houſe being now very full of 
good Company, he was obliged to introduce Mr. 

agfhot into the Count's Apartment, it being, 
as he ſaid, the only Chamber he had to lock up in. 
Mr. Wild no ſooner faw his Friend than he ran 
eagerly to embrace him, and immediately pre- 
ſented him to the Count, who received him with 
great Civility. . OY 


* This is a fititious Name which is put into 
oy Writ; for what Purpoſe the Lawyers beſt 
now. | | 


CHAP. 
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Further Particulars relating to Miſs Tifhy, which 
perbaps may not greatly ſurprize after the for- 
mer. The Deſcription of a very fine Gentleman. 
And a Dialogue between Wild and the Count, 
in which public Virtue is juft hinted at; 
with &c. | | f 
R. Snap had turned the Key a very few 

Minutes before a Servant of the Family 
called Mr. Bag/hot out of the Room, telling him, 
there was a Perſon below who deſired to ſpeak 
with him; and this was no other than Miſs Le- 
titia Snap, whoſe Admirer Mr. Bagſbot had long 
been, and in whoſe tender Breaſt his Paſſion had 
raiſed a more ardent Flame than that of any of 
his Rivals: had been able to raife. Indeed ſhe 
was ſo extremely fond of this Youth, that ſhe 
often confeſſed to her female Confidents, if ſhe 
could ever have liſtened to the Thought of living 
with any one Man, Mr. Bagſbot was he. Nor 
was ſhe ſingular in this Inelination, many other 
young Ladies' being her Rivals in this Lover, 
who had all the great and noble Qualifications 
neceſſary to form a true Gallant, and which Na- 
ture is ſeldom ſo extremely bountiful as to indulge 
to any one Perſon. We will endeavour, how- 
ever, to deſcribe them all with as much Exact- 
neſs as poſſible. He was then fix Feet high, had 
large Calves, broad Shoulders, a ruddy Com- 
plexion, with brown curled Hair, a modeſt Aſ- 
ſurance, and clean Linen. He had indeed, it 
mult be confeſt, ſome ſmali Deficiencies to coun- 
terbalance theſe heroic Qualities: For he was 
the ſillieſt Fellow in the World, could neither 

| | write 
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write nor read, nor had he a ſingle Grain or Spark 
of Honour, Honeſty, or Good-nature in his whole 
Compoſition. _ 8 ow 

As ſoon as Mr. Bagſbot had quitted the Room, 
the Count, taking Wild by the Hand, told him 


he had ſomething to communicate to him of very 


great Importance: I am very well convinced, ſaid 


ec he, that Bagſpot is the Perſon who robbed me.” 
Wild ſtarted with great Amazement at this Diſ- 
covery, and anſwered with. a moſt ſerious Coun- 
tenance, „J adviſe you to take Care how Ju 
& caſt any ſuch Reflections on a Man of Mr. 
„ Bagſhot's nice Honour; for I am certain he 
“ will not bear it. D---n his Honour,” quoth 


the enraged Count © nor can I bear being 


“ robbed; I will apply to a Juſtice of Peace.” 
Wild replied with great Indignation, Since you 
dare entertain ſuch a Suſpicion againſt my 
Friend, I will henceforth diſclaim all Acquain- 
© tance with you. Mr. Bagſbot is a Man of Hon- 
our, and my Friend, and conſequently it is im- 
<< poſſible he ſhould be guilty of a bad Action.“ 
He added much more to the ſame purpoſe, which 
had not the expected Weight with the Count; 
for the latter ſeemed ſtill certain as to the. Perſon, 
and reſolute in applying for Juſtice, which, he ſaid, 
he thought he owed to the Public, as well as to 
himſelf. Mild then changed his Countenance in- 
to a kind of Deriſion, and ſpoke as follows: 
<< Suppole it ſhould be poſſible that Mr. Bagſbot 
had, in a Frolic, (for I will call it no other) 
taken this Method of borrowing your Money, 
<< what will you get by proſecuting him? Not 
your Money again; for you hear he was ftript 
at the Gaming-Table; ” (of which Bagſbot 
had, during their ſhort Confabulation, informed 

* them) 
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I. 

chem) vou will get then an Opportunity of 
ics « = An more 0 Pocket by the Profecu- 
ole „ tion. Another Advantage you may promiſe 
„( yourſelf is the being blown up at every Gaming- 
* « Houſe in Town, for that I will aſſure you of; 


and then much Good may it do you to fit down 
“ with the Satisfaction of having diſcharged what 
* it ſeems you owe the Public. I am aſhamed 
1 6 of my own Diſcernment, when T miſtook you 
„ for a great Man. Would it not be better for 
« you'to receive Part (perhaps all) of your Money 
"; again by a wiſe Concealment; for however 
4 „* ſeedy Mr. Bagſhot may be now, if he hath 

1 <« really played this Frolic with you, you may be- 
4 « lieve he will play it with others, and when he 
"SE „ is in Caſh, ou may depend on a Reſtoration ; 
the Law will be always in your Power, and 
that is the laſt Remedy which a brave or a 
„ wiſe Man would reſort to. Leave the Af- 
« fair therefore to me; I will examine Bag- 
« ſhot, and if I find he hath played you this 
« Trick, I will engage my own Honour, you 
“ ſhall in the End be no Loſer.” The Count 
nſwered.: If I was ſure to be no Loſer, Mr. 
Mild, J apprehend you have a better Opinion 
of my Underſtanding than to imagine I would 

* proſecute a Gentleman for the ſake of the Pub- 
| lic. Theſe are fooliſh Words of Courſe, 
* which we learn a ridiculous Habit of ſpeaking, 
and will often break from us without any De- 
* ſign or Meaning. I aſſure you all I defire is 
© a Reimburſement, and if I can, by your Means, 
obtain that, the Public may conclud- 
ng with a Phraſe too coarſe to be inſerted in a 


ipt iſtory of this kind. 
bot * poor, 
ed - 
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TREBY were now informed that Dinner was 
ready, and the Company aſſembled below Stairs, 
whither the Reader may, if he pleaſe, attend 
theſe Gentlemen. 120 0˙ 

THERE fat down at the Table Mr. Snap, and 
the two Miſs Snaps, his Daughters, Mr. Wild the 


elder, Mr. Wild the — the Count, Mr. 


Bagſbot, and a grave Gentleman, who had for- 
merly had the Honour of carrying Arms in 2 
Regiment of foot, and who was now engaged in 
the Office (perhaps a more profitable one) of 
aſſiſting or following Mr. Snap in the Execution 
of the Laws e e | 
| NorTHinG very remarkable paſſed at Dinner. 
The Converſation (as is uſual in polite Company) 
rolled chiefly on what they were then eating, and 
what they had lately eaten. In this the military 
Gentleman, who had ſerved in Ireland, gave them 
a very particular Account of a new manner of 
roaſting Potatoes, and others gave an Account of 
other Diſhes. In ſhort, an indifferent By-ſtander 
would have concluded from their Diſcourſe, that 
they had all come into this World for no other 
purpoſe, than to fill their Bellies ; and indeed if 
this was not the chief, it is probable it was the 
moſt innocent Deſign Nature had in their Fol- 
mation. | | 

As ſoon as the Diſb was removed, and the 
Ladies retired, the Count propoſed a Game at 
Hazard, which was immediately aſſented to by 
the whole Company, and the Dice being imme- 
diately brought in, the Count took up * Box, 


and demanded who would ſet him: To which no 
one made any Anſwer, imagining perhaps the 
Count's Pockets to be more empty than they 
were; for, in Reality, that Gentleman (not- 
JUL with⸗ 
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withftanding what he had heartily ſwore to Mr. 
Wild) had, fince his Arrival at Mr. Snap's, con- 
veyed a Piece of Plate to pawn, by which Means 
he had furniſhed himſelf with ten Guineas. The 
Count, therefore, perceiving this Backwardneſs 
in his Friends, and probably ſomewhat gueſling at 


the Cauſe of it, took the ſaid Guineas out of his 


Pocket, and threw them on the Table; when, lo 
(ſuch is the Force of Example) all the reſt began 
to produce their Funds, and immediately a con- 
ſiderable Sum glittering in their Eyes, the Game 


began, 
CHAP. XIII. 


A Chapter, of which we are extremely vain, 
and which indeed we look on as our Chef 
d'Ocuvre, containing a wonderful Story con- 
cerning the Devil, and as nice a Scene of Ho- 
nour as ever happened. 


. Y Reader, I believe, even if he be a Game- 
VI fter, would not thank me for an exact Re- 
lation of every Man's Succeſs ; let it ſuffice then 
that they played till the whole Money vaniſhed 
from the Table. Whether the Devil himſelf car- 
ried it away, as ſome ſuſpected, I will not deter- 
mine; but very ſurprizing it was, that every Per- 
ſon proteſted he had loſt, nor could any one gueſs 
who, unleſs the Devil, had won. | 
BuT though very probable it is, that-this Arch- 
Fiend had ſome Share in the Booty, it is likely 
he had not all; Mr. Bagſhor being imagined to 
be a conſiderable Winner, notwithſtanding his 
Aſſertions to the contrary; for he was ſeen by 
ſeveral to convey Money often into his Pocket ; 
and what is ſtill a little ſtronger Preſumption is, 
Vol. I. | D that 
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that the grave Gentleman whom we have men- 


tioned to have ſerved his Country in two honour- 
able Capacities, not being willing to truſt alone 
to the Evidence of his Eyes, had frequently 
dived into the ſaid Bag/hat's Pocket, whence (as 
he tells us in the Apology for his Life afterwards 
publiſned*) tho' he might extract a few Pieces, 
he was very ſenſible he had left many behind. 
Taz Gentleman had long indulged his Cu- 
riofity in this Way before Mr. Bagſbot, in the 
ieat of Gaming, had perceived him: But as 
Bag ſhot was now leaving off Play, he diſcovered 
this ingenious Feat of Dexterity; upon which, 
jeaping up from his Chair in a violent Paſſion, he 
cried out, I thought I had been among Gentle- 
„men, and Men of Honour, but, d——n me, 
I find we have a Pickpocket in Company.“ 
The ſcandalous Sound of this Word extremely 


alarmed the whole Board, nor did they all ſhew | 


leſs Surprize than the Con (whole not Sit- 
ting of late is much lamented) would expreſs 
at hearing there was an Atheiſt in the Room: 
But it more particularly affected the Gentleman 
at whom it was levelled, tho? it was not addreſſed to 


nim. He likewiſe ſtarted from his Chair, and with 


a fierce Countenance and Accent, faid, < Do you 
„ mean Me? D——n your Eyes, you are a 
* Raſcal and a Scoundrel”, Thoſe Words would 
have been immediately ſucceeded by Blows, had 
not the Company interpoſed, and with ſtrong 
Arm withheld the two Antagoniſts from each 
other. It was, however, a long Time before they 


* Not in a Book by itſelf, in Imitation of ſome 0- 
ther ſuch Perſons, but in the Ordinary's Account, &c. 
where al the Apologies for the Lives of Rogues and 
Whores which have been publiſhed within theſe twenty 
Years ſhould have been inſerted, | 


could 
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could be prevailed on to fit down; which bein 
at laſt happily brought about, Mr. Wild the elder, 
who was a well-diſpoſed old Man, adviſed them 
to ſhake Hands and be Friends; but the Gentle- 
man, who had received the firſt Aﬀront, abſolutely 
refuſed it, and ſwore, He would have the Villain's 
Blood. Mr. Snap highly applauded the Reſolu- 
tion, and affirmed that the Affront was by no 
Means to be put up by any who bore the Name 
of a Gentleman, and that unleſs his Friend re- 
ſented it properly, he would never execute ano- 
ther Warrant in his Company; that he had al- 
ways looked upon him as a Man of Honour, and 
doubted not but he would prove himſelf ſo; andthat 
if it was his own Caſe, nothing ſhould perſuade 
him to put up ſuch an Affront without proper Sa- 
tisfaction. The Count likewiſe ſpoke on the ſame 
Side, and the Parties themſelves muttered ſeveral 
ſhort Sentences, purporting their Intentions. At 
laſt, Mr. Wild our Hero, riſing ſlowly from his 
Seat, and having fixed the Attention of all pre- 
ſent, began as follows. © TI have heard with in- 
finite Pleaſure every Thing which the two 
Gentlemen who ſpoke laſt have ſaid with 
„ Relation to Honour, nor can any Man poſſi- 
“ bly entertain a higher and nobler Senſe of that 
Word, nor a greater Eſteem of its ineſtima- 
ble Value, than myſelf. If we have no Name 
* to expreſs it by in our Cant Dictionary, it 
were well to be wiſhed we had. It is indeed 
the eſſential Quality of a Gentleman, and 
which no Man who ever was great in the Field, 
or on the Road (as others expreſs it) can poſ- 
* fibly be without. But alas! Gentlemen, what 
*« Pity is it, that a Word of ſuch ſovereign Uſe 
and Virtue ſhould have ſo uncertain and va- 
** rious an Application, that ſcarce two People 
2 % mean 
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mean the ſame Thing by it. Do not ſome 
by Honour mean Good- Nature and Humanity, 
which weak Minds call Virtues? How then 
Muſt we deny it to the Great, the Brave, 
the Noble; to the Sackers of Towns, the Plun- 
derers of Provinces, and the Conquerors of 
Kingdoms? Were not theſe Men of Honour ? 
And yet they ſcorned thoſe pitiful Qualities I 
have mentioned. Again, fome few (or I am 
miſtaken) include the Idea of Honeſty in their 


Honour. And ſhall we then ſay, that no Man 
who withholds from another what Law, or 


Juſtice perhaps, calls his own, or who greatly 
and boldly deprives him of fuch Property, is 
a Man of Honour? Heaven forbid I ſhould 


ſay fo m this, or, indeed, in any other good 


Company. Is Honour Truth? No. It is 
not in the Lie's going from us, but in its. 
coming to us our Honour is injured. Doth 
it then conſiſt in what the Vulgar call Cardi- 


nal Virtues? It would be an Affront to your 


Underſtandings to ſuppoſe it, ſince we ſee every 
Day ſo many Men of Honour without any. 
In what then doth the Word Honour conſiſt ? 


Why in itſelf alone. A Man of Honour is 
he that is called a Man of Honour; and while- 


he is ſo called, he fo remains, and no longer. 


Think not any Thing a Man commits can 


forfeit his Honour, Look abroad into the 


World, the PriG while he flouriſhes is a Man 


of Honour; when in Gaol, at the Bar, or 


the Tree, he is fo no longer. And why is 


this Diſtinction ? Not from his Actions; for 
thoſe are often as well known in his flouriſh- 
ing Eſtate, as they are afterwards ; but be- 
cauſe Men, I mean thoſe of his own Party, or 


Gang, 
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« Gang, call him a Man of Honour in the for- 
«© mer, and ceaſe to call him ſo in the latter 
« Condition. Let us ſee then; how hath Mr. 
* Bagſhotinjured the Gentleman's Honour? Why, 
& he hath called him a Pick-pocket ; and that, 
« probably, by a ſevere Conſtruction, and a long 
c round about Way of Reaſoning, may ſeem 
a little to derogate from his Honour, if conſi- 
e dered in a very nice Senſe. Admitting it, there- 
e fore, for Argument's Sake, to be | Io ſmall 
e Imputation on his Honour, let Mr. Bagſbot give 
« him Satisfaction; let him doubly and triply 
« repair this oblique Injury by directly aſſerting, 
4e that he believes he is a Man of Honour”, The 
Gentleman anſwered, he was content to refer it 
to Mr. Wild, and whatever Satisfaction he thought 
ſufficient, he would accept. Let him give me my 
Money again firſt, ſaid Bagſbot, and then I will 

call him a. Man of Honour with all my Heart. 
The Gentleman then proteſted he had not. any, 


"which Snap ſeconded, declaring he had his Eyes 


on him all the while; but Bagſbot remained till 
unſatisfied, till Wild, rapping out a hearty Oath, 
ſwore he had not taken a ſingle Farthing, add- 
ing that whoever aſſerted the contrary gave him 
the Lie, and he would reſent it. And now, ſuch 
was the Aſcendency of this great Man, that 
Bagſbot immediately acquieſced, and performed 
the Ceremonies required: And thus, by the ex- 
quifite Addreſs of our Hero, this Quarrel, which 
had fo fatal an Aſpect, and which between two 
Perſons fo extremely jealous. of their Honour, 
would moſt certainly have produced my dread- 

ful Conſequences, was happily concluded. 
MR. Wild was indeed a little intereſted in this 
Affair, as he himſelf had ſet the Gentleman to 
e work, 
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work, and had received the greateſt Part of the Booty: 
and as to Mr. Snap's Depoſition in his Favour, it 
was the uſual Height to which the Ardour of that 
worthy Perſon's Friendſhip too frequently hurried 
him. It was his conſtant Maxim, That he was 
a pitiful Fellow who would ſtick at a little 
* Kapping for his Friend. 


HI. 
In which the Hiſtory of GREATNESS 1s continued, 
2 ATTERS being thus reconciled, and the 
IV 


Gaming over, from Reaſons before hinted, 
the Company proceeded to drink about with the 
utmoſt Chearfulneſs and Friendſhip ; drinking 
Healths, . ſhaking Hands, and profeſſing the moſt 
perfect Affection for each other. All which were 
not in the leaſt interrupted by ſome Deſigns which 
they then agitated in their Minds, and which 
they intended to execute as ſoon as the Liquor 
had prevailed over ſome of their Underſtandings. 
Bagſbot and the Gentleman intending to rob each 
other; Mr. Srep and Mr. Wild the elder, medi- 
tating what other Creditors they could find out, 
to charge the Gentlemen then in Cuſtody with; 
the Count hoping to renew the Play, and Wild 
our Hero laying a Deſign to put Bagfhot out of 
the Way, cr as the Vulgar expreſs it, to hang 
him with the firſt Opportunity, But none of theic 
great Deſigns could at preſent be put in Execu- 
tion, for Mr. Snap being ſoon after ſummoned 
abroad on Buſineſs of great Moment, which re- 
quired likewiſe the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Wild the el- 
der and his other Friend, and as he did not care 
to truſt to the Nimbleneſs of the Count's Heels, 


* Ropfirg, is a Cant Term for Perjury. 
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ty: of which he had already had ſome Experience, he 
Hs declared he muſt lock up for that Evening. Here, 


hat Reader, if thou pleaſeſt, as we are in no great” 
led Haſte, we will ſtop and make a Simile. As 
hs when their Lap is finiſhed, the cautious Huntſ- 
tle man to their Kennel gathers the nimble-footed 


Hounds ; they with lank Ears and Tails flouch 
ſullenly on, whilſt he with his Whippers-in, fol- 
lows cloſe at their Heels, regardleſs of their dog- 


od ged Humour, till having ſeen them ſafe within 

: the Door, he turns the Key, and then retires to 
the whatever Buſineſs or Pleaſure calls him thence : 
ed, So with lowring Countenance, and reluctant Steps 
the mounted the Comm and Bagſhot to their Cham- 


ng ber, or rather Kennel, whither they were at- 
oft tended by Snap, and thoſe who followed him, 
ere and where Snap having ſeen them depoſited, 
ich very contentedly locked the Door and depart- 


ich ed. And now, Reader, we will, in Imitation 
20 of the truly laudable Cuſtom of the World, 
25. leave theſe our good Friends to deliver themſelves 
ch as they can, and purſue the thriving Fortunes of 
di- Wild our Hero, who with that great Averfion to 
ut, Satisfaction and Content, which is inſeparably 
+: incident to great Minds, began to enlarge his 
7 


Views with his Proſperity : For this reſtleſs a- 
of mable Diſpoſition, this noble Avidity which en- 


ng creaſes with Feeding, is the firſt Principle or con- 
eſe ſtituent Quality of theſe our Great Men; to whom, 
u- in their Paſſage on to Greatneſs, it happens as to 
ed 2 Traveller over the Alps, or, if this be a too far 
re- fetched Si mile, to one who travels Weſtward over the 
el Hills near Bath, where the Simile was indeed made. 
are He ſees not the End of his Journey at once; but 
15, paſſing on from Scheme to Scheme, and from 


Hill to Hill, with noble Conſtancy, reſolving ſtill 
of | D 4 to. 
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to attain the Summit on which he hath fixed his 
Eye, however dirty the Roads may be through 
which he ſtruggles, he at length arrives at 
ſome vile Inn, where he finds no Kind of En- 


tertainment nor Conveniency for Repoſe. I fan- 
cy, Reader, if thou haſt ever travelled in theſe 


Roads, one Part of my Simile is ſufficiently ap- | 


parent, (and indeed, in all theſe Illuſtrations one 
Side is generally much more apparent than the 
other) but, believe me, if the other doth not fo 
evidently appear to thy Satisfaction, it is from no 
other Reaſon than becauſe thou art unacquainted 
with theſe great MEN, and haſt not had ſufficient 
Inſtruction, Leiſure, or Opportunity to conſider 
what happens to thoſe who purſue what is gene- 
Tally underſtood by GREATNEss: For ſurely 
if thou hadſt animadverted not only on the 
many Perils to which great MEN are daily liable 
while they are in their Progreſs, but hadſt diſ- 
cerned, as it were through a Microſcope (for it 
is inviſible to the naked Eye) that diminutive 
Speck of Happineſs which they attain even in the 
Conſummation of their Wiſhes, thou would{t 
lament with me the unhappy Fate of theſe great 
Men on whom Nature hath ſet ſo ſuperior a 
Mark, that the reſt of Mankind are born for their 
Uſe and Emolument only, and be apt to cry out, 
« Tt is Pity that ThHosE, for whoſe Pleaſure and 
% Profit Mankind are to labour and ſweat, to be 
«© hacked and hewed, to be pillaged, plundered, 
„and every Way deſtroyed, ſhould reap ſo LIT- 
© TLE Advantage from all the Miſeries they oc- 
caſion to others”, For my Part, I own my- 
ſelf of that humble Kind of Mortals who conſi- 
der themſelves born for the Behoof of ſome great 
Man or other, and could I behold his Happineſs 


carved 
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carved out of the Labour and Ruin of a thou- 
ſand ſuch Reptiles as myſelf, I might with Satiſ- 
faction exclame, Sic, ſic juvat But when I behold 
one Great Man ſtarving with Hunger and freez- 
ing with Cold in the Midſt of fifty - thouſand, Who 
are ſuffering the ſame Evils for his Diverſion ; 
when I ſee another whoſe -own- Mind is a more 
abje& Slave to his own. Greatneſs, . and is more 
tortured and wrecked by it than thoſe of all his 
Vaſſals: Laſtly, when I conſider whole Nations 
rooted out only to bring Tears into the Eyes of 
a Great Man, not indeed becauſe he hath extir-- 
pated ſo many, but becauſe he had no more Na- 
tions to extirpate, then wy I am almoſt inclined. 
to wiſh that Nature had ſpared us this her 
MASTER-PIECE, and that no GREAT MAN had 
ever been born into the World. | 

Bur to proceed with our Hiſtory, which will, 
we hope, produce much better Leſſons and more 
inſtructive than any we can preach : Wild was 


no ſooner retired to a Night-Cellar, than he be- 


gan to reflect on the Sweets he had that Day en- 
joyed from the Labours of others, vix. Fi rſt, . 
from Mr. Bag/hat, who had for his Uſe robbed. 
the Count; and Secondly, from the Gentleman 
who for the ſame good Purpoſe had picked the 
Pocket of Bagſbot. He then produced to reaſon 
thus with himſelf. The Art of Policy is the 
Art of Multiplication ; the Degrees of Great- 
< neſs being conſtituted by thoſe two little Words 
* More and Leſs. Mankind are firſt properly to 
be confidered under two grand Diviſions, thoſe - 
„that uſe their own Hands, and thoſe who em- 
<< ploy the Hands of others. The Former are 
„the Baſe and Rabble; the latter, the genteel 
Part of the Creation. The mercantile Part of 
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the World, therefore, wiſely uſe the Term 
Employing of Hands, and juſtly prefer each o- 


ther, as they employ more or fewer ; for thus 

one Merchant ſays he is greater than another, « 
becauſe he employs more Hands, And now ce 
indeed the Merchant ſhould ſeem to challenge T 
ſome Character of Greatneſs, did we not ne- 40 
ceſſarily come to a ſecond Diviſion, viz. Of 6 
thoſe who employ Hands for the Uſe of the 7 
Community in which they live, and of thoſe c 
who employ Hands merely for their own Uſe, 6 
without any Regard to the Benefit of Society. 
Of the former Sort are the Yeoman, the Ma- 
nufacturer, the Merchant, and, perhaps, the 


Gentleman. The firſt of theſe being to ma- | 
nure and cultivate his native Soil, and to em- 
ploy Hands to produce the Fruits of the Earth. 
The ſecond being to improve them by employ- 
ing Hands likewiſe, and to produce from them 
thoſe uſefu] Commodities, which ſerve as well 
for the Conveniencies as Neceſſaries of Life. 
The third is to employ Hands for the Expor- 
tation of the Redundance of our own Commo- 
dities, and to exchange them with the Redun- 
dances of foreign Nations, that thus every Soil 
and every Climate may enjoy the Fruits of the 
whole Earth. The Gentleman is, by em- 
ploying Hands likewiſe, to embelliſh his Coun- 
try with the Improvement of Arts and Sciences, 
with the making and executing good and 
wholeſome Laws for the Preſervation of Pro- 
perty and the Diſtribution of Juſtice, and in 
ſevera] other Manners to be uſeful to Society. 
Now we come to the ſecond Part of this Di- 
viſion, viz. Of thoſe who employ Hands for 
their own Uſe only: And this is that noble 

| cc and 
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« and Great Part, who are generally diſtinguiſhed 
« into Conquerors, abſolute Princes, Stateſmen, 
« and Prigs*. Now all theſe differ from 
« each other in Greatneſs only, as they employ 
« more or fewer Hands. And Alexander the 
«© Great was only greater than a Captain of one 
« of the Tartarian or Arabian Hords, as he was 
e at the Head of a larger Number. In what then 
« is a ſingle Prig inferior to any other Great 
« Man, but becauſe he employs his own Hands 
« only ; for he is not on that Account to be 
„ levelled with the Baſe and Vulgar, becauſe he 
«© employs his Hands for his own Uſe only. 
„Nov, ſuppoſe a Prig had as many Tools as 
„ any Prime Miniſter ever had, would he not be 
«© as Great as any Prime Miniſter whatſoever ? 
< Undoubtedly he would. What then have I 
e to do in the Purſuit of Greatneſs, but to pro- 
cure a Gang, and to make the Uſe of this 
“Gang center in myſelf. This Gang ſhall rob 


for me only, receiving very moderate Rewards. 


<« for their Actions; out of this Gang I will pre- 
„fer to my Favour the boldeſt and moſt iniqui- 
tous (as the Vulgar expreſs it;) the reſt I will, 
« from Time to Time, as I ſee Occaſion; tranſ- 
<< port and hang at my Pleaſure; and thus (which 
I take to be the higheſt Excellence of a Prig) 
4 convert thoſe Laws which are: made for the 


„ Benefit and Protection of Society, to my ſin- 


e | | 
HAvix thus pre-conceived his Scheme, he 
ſaw nothing wanting to put it in immediate Exe- 
cution, but that which is indeed the Beginning as 
well as the End of all human Devices: I mean 


* Thieves. 
D 6 Money. 
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Money. Of which Commodity he was poſſeſſed 
of no more than ſixty-five Guineas, being all that 
remained from the double Benefits he had made 
of Bagſbot, and which did not feem ſufficient to 
furniſh his Houſe, and WY other Convenience 
neceſſary for ſo grand an Undertaking. He re- 
ſolved therefore to go immediately to the Gaming- 
Houſe, which was then ſitting, not ſo much with 
an Intention of truſting to Fortune, as to play 
the ſurer Card of attacking the Winner in- his 
Way home. On his Arrival, however, he thought 
he might as well ob Succeſs at the Dice, and 
reſerve the other Recourſe as his laſt Expedient. 
He accordingly fat down to play, and as Fortune, 
no more than others of her Sex, is obſeryed to 
diſtribute her Favours with ftrict Regard to great 
mental Endowments, ſo our Hero — pale Far- 
thing in his Pocket. This Loſs however he bore 
with great Conſtancy of Mind and with as great 
Compoſure of Aſpect. To fay truth, he conſi- 
dered the Money as only lent br a ſhort Time, 
or rather indeed as depoſited with a Banker. He 


then reſolved to have immediate Recourſe to his. 


ſurer Stratagem; and caſting his Eyes round the 
Room, he ſoon perceived a 8 ſitting in a 
diſconſolate Poſture, who ſeemed a proper In- 
ftrument or Tool for his Purpoſe. In ſhort (to 
be as concife as poſſible in theſe leaſt ſhining Parts 
of our Hiſtory) Wild aceoſted this Man, ſounded 
him, found him fit to execute, propoſed the Mat- 
ter, received a ready Aſſent, and having fixed on 
the Perſon who ſeemed that Evening the greateſt 
Favourite of Fortune, they poſted themſelves 


in the moſt proper Place to ſurprize the Enemy 
as he was retiring to his Quarters, where he was 


ioon attacked, ſubdued and plundered ; but indeed 
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of no conſiderable Booty: for it ſeems this Gen- 


tleman played on a common Stock, and had 


depoſited his Winnings at the Scene of Action; 


nor had he any more than two Shillings in his 


Pocket when he was attacted. 
THis was ſo cruel a Diſappointment to Wild, 
and fo ſenſibly affects us, as no doubt it will the 
Reader ; that, as it muſt diſqualify us both from 
proceeding any farther at preſent, we will now take 


a little Breath; and therefore we ſhall here cloſe. 
this Book, 
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Character. of filly People, with the proper Uſes for 
which. ſuch are deſigned. 


() = Reaſon why we choſe to end our firſt 


Book, as we did, with the laſt Chapter, 
was, that we are now obliged to produce 
two Characters of a Stamp entirely different from 


what we have hitherto dealt in. Theſe Perſons 


are of that pitiful Order of Mortals, who are in 
Contempt called Good-natured ; being indeed ſent 
into the World by Nature, with the ſame Deſign 
with which Men put little Fiſh into a Pike-Pond, 
in order to be devoured by that voracious Water- 
Hero. | | 

Bur to proceed with our Hiſtory, Wild hav- 
ing ſhared the Booty in much the ſame Manner 


as- 
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as before, i. e. taken three Fourths of it, amount- 
ing to eighteen Pence, was now retiring to reſt, 
in no very happy Mood, when by Accident he 
met a young Fellow who had formerly been his 
Companion, and indeed intimate Friend at School. 
It hath been thought that Friendſhip is uſually 
nurſed by Similitude of Manners ; but the contrary 
had been the Caſe between theſe Lads : for where- 
as Wild was rapacious and intrepid, the other had 
always more Regard for his Skin than his Money ; 
Mild therefore had very generouſly compaſſionated 
this Defect in his School-Fellow, and had brought 
him off from many Scrapes, into moſt of which 
he had firſt drawn him, by taking the Fault and 
Whipping to himſelf. He had always indeed 
been well paid on ſuch Occaſions ; but there 
are a Sort of People, who, together with the beſt 
of the Bargain, will be ſure to have the Obligation 
too on their Side; fo it had happened here : for 
this poor Lad conſidered himſelf in the higheſt 
Degree obliged to Mr. Vild, and had contracted 
a very great Eſteem and Friendſhip for him; 
the Traces of which, an Abſence of many Years 
had not in the leaſt effaced in his Mind. . He no 
ſooner knew Wild therefore, than he accoſted him 
in the moſt friendly Manner, and invited him 
home with him to Breakfaſt, (it being now near 
Nine in the Morning) which Invitation our Hero 
with no great Difficulty conſented to. This young 
Man, who was about Wild's Age, had ſome Time 
before ſet up in the Trade of a Feweller, in the 
Materials or Stock for which, he had laid out the 
greateſt Part of a little Fortune, and had married 
a very agreeable Woman for Love, by whom he 
then had two Children. As our Reader is to be 
more acquainted with this Perſon, it may not be 

"94 improper 
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improper to open ſomewhat of his Character, 
eſpecially as it will ſerve as a Kind of Foil to the 
noble and Great Diſpoſition of our Hero, and as 
the one ſeems ſent into this World as a proper 
Object on which the Talents of the other were 
to be diſplayed with a proper and juſt Succeſs. 
Mx. Thomas Heartfree then (for that was his 
Name) was of an honeft and open Diſpoſition. 
He was of that Sort of Men, whom Experience 
only, and not their own Natures, muſt inform, 
that there are ſuch things as Deceit and Hyprocriſy 
in the World; and who, conſequently, are not 
at five and twenty as difficult to be impoſed 


upon as the oldeſt and moſt ſubtile. He was 


poſſeſſed of ſeveral great Weaknefles of Mind; 


being good-natured, friendly, and generous to a 


great Exceſs. He had indeed too little Regard 


to common Juſtice, for he had forgiven ſome Debts 
to his Acquaintance, only becauſe they could not 


pay him; and had entruſted a Bankrupt on his 
ſetting up a ſecond time, from having been con- 
vinced, that he had dealt in his Bankruptcy with a 
fair and honeſt Heart, and that he had broke through 


Misfortune only, and not from Neglect orImpoſture. 


He was withal ſo ſilly a Fellow that he never took 
the leaſt Advantage of the Ignorance of his Cuſ- 
tomers, and contented himſelf with very moderate 
Gains on his Goods; which he was the better 
enabled to do, notwithſtanding his Generoſity, 
becauſe his Life was extremely temperate, his 
Expences being ſolely confined to the chearful En- 


tertainment of his Friends at Home, and now and 


then a moderate Glaſs of Wine, in which he 


indulged himſelf in the Company of his Wife, who 


with an agreeable Perſon was a mean- ſpirited, 
poor, domeſtic, low-bred Animal, who confined 
| | herſelf. 


„ af err ee e je oc ap rip ...= 


herſelf moſtly to the Care of her Family, placed 
her Happineſs in her Huſband and her Children; 
followed no expenſive Faſhions or Diverſions, 


and indeed rarely went abroad, unleſs to return 


the Viſits of a few plain Neighbours, and twice a 
Year afforded herſelf, in Company with her Huſ- 
band, the Diverſion of a Play, where ſhe never 
ſat in a higher Place than the Pi. ; 

To this filly Woman did this filly Fellow 
introduce the EAT IL D, informing her at 
the ſame Time of their School-Acquaintance, 
and the many Obligations he had received from 
him. This fimple Woman no ſooner heard her 
Huſband had been obliged to her Gueſt, than her 
Eyes ſparkled on him with a Benevolence which 1s 
an Emanation from the Heart, and of which 


Great and Noble Minds, whoſe Hearts never 


ſwell but with an Injury, can have no very ade- 
quate Idea; it is therefore no Wonder that our 


Hero ſhould miſconſtrue, as he did, the poor, in- 
- .nocent, and ſimple Affection of Mrs. Hearifrae 


towards her Huſband's Friend, for that great and 
generous Paſſion, which fires the Eyes of a mo- 
dern Heroine, when the Colonel is ſo kind as to 


indulge his City Creditor with partaking of his 
Table to Day, and of his Bed to Morrow. Wild 


therefore inſtantly returned the Compliment, as 
he underſtood it, with his Eyes, and preſently after 
beſtowed many Encomiums on her Beauty, with 


which perhaps ſhe, who was a Woman, though 
a good one, and miſapprehended the Deſign, was 
not diſpleaſed any more than the Huſband. 

WnuEN Breakfaſt was ended, and the Wife 
retired to her houſhold Affairs, Wild, who had 
a quick Diſcernment into the Weakneſſes of Men, 


and who, beſides the Knowledge of his good (or 
fooliſh) 
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fooliſh) Diſpoſition when a Boy, had now diſco- 
'vered ſeveral Sparks of Goodneſs, Friendſhip, 
and Generoſity in his Friend, began to diſcourſe 
over the Accidents which had happened in thei 
Childhood, and took frequent Occaſions of re- 
minding him of thoſe Favours which we have 
before mentioned his having conferred on him; 
he then proceeded to the moſt vehement Profeſ- 
ſions of Friendſhip, and to the moſt ardent Ex- 
preſſions of Joy in this Renewal of their Acquain- 
tance. He at laſt told him with great ſeeming 
Pleaſure, that he believed he had an Opportunity 
of ſerving him by the Recommendation of a Gen- 
tleman to his Cuſtom, who was then on the 
Brink of Marriage, and, if he be not already en- 
gaged, I will, ſays he, endeavour to prevail on 
„ him to furniſh his Lady with Jewels at your 
£ Shop.” | | 
HEARTFREE was not backward in Thanks 
to our Hero, and, after many earneſt Solicitations 
to Dinner, which were refuſed, they parted fer 
the firſt Time. | 
BuT here, as it occurs to our Memory, that 
our Readers may be ſurprized (an Accident which 


ſometimes happens in Hiſtories of this kind) how 
Mr. Wild the elder, in his preſent Capacity, 


thould have been able to maintain his Son at a 
reputable School, as this appears to have been, it 
may be neceſſary to inform him, that Mr. Wild 
himſelf was then a Tradeſman in good Buſineſs; 
but, by Misfortunes in the World, to wit, Extra- 
vagance and Gaming, he had reduced himſelf to 
that honourable Occupation which we have for- 
merly mentioned. | | 

Havins cleared up this Doubt, we will now 
purſue our Hero, who forthwith repaired to the 


Count, 


„ 


wes * 
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Count, and having firſt ſettled preliminary Arti- 
cles concerning Diſtributions, he acquainted him 
with the Scheme which he had formed againſt 
Feartfree ; and after conſulting proper Methods 
to put it in Execution, they began to concert 
Meaſures for the Enlargement of the Count; on 
which the firſt and indeed only Point to be conſi- 
dered, was to raiſe Money, not to pay his Debts, 
for that would have required an immenſe Sum, 
and was contrary to his Inclination, or Inten- 
tion, but to procure him Bail; for as to his Eſ- 
cape, Mr. Snap had taken ſuch Precautions that 
it appeared abſolutely impoſſible. 


CH AN. 1 
Great Examples of GREATNESS in Wild, fhewn 


as well by his Behaviour to Bagſhot, as in a 
Scheme laid firſt to impoſe on Heartfree by Means 
of the Count, and then to cheat the Count of the 
Booty. : | 


N TL Dundertook, therefore, to extract ſome 
| Money from Bag/hot, who, notwithſtand- 
h ing the Depredations made on him, had carried 
„ off a pretty conſiderable Booty from their En- 
N gagement at Dice the preceding Day. He found 

Mr. Bagſhot in Expectation of his Bail, and, 


t with a Countenance full of Concern, which he 
4 could at any Time, with wonderful Art, put on, 
; told him, that all was diſcovered ; that the Count 
- knew him, and intended to profecute him for 
0 the Robbery, had not I exerted (ſaid he,) my 
- utmoſt Intereſt, and with great Difficulty pre- 


vailed on him in Caſe you refund the Money 
V —— * Refund the Money! cry'd Bagſbot, that 
e is in your Power; for you know what an in- 
) | on- 


cc 


; conſiderable Part of it fell to my Share. How! 
- reply'd Wild, is this your Gratitude to me for 
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ſaving your Life? For your own Conſcience 
muſt convince you of your Guilt, and with 
how much Certainty the Gentleman can give 
Evidence againſt you. Marry come up, quoth 
Bag/hot, I believe my Life alone will not be 
in Danger. I know thoſe who are as guilty 
as myſelf, Do you tell me of Conſcience ? 
Yes, Sirrah | anſwered our Hero, taking 
him by the Collar, and ſince you dare threaten 
me, I will ſhew you the Difference between 
committing a Robbery, and conniving at it, 
which is all I can charge myſelf with. I own 
indeed I ſuſpected when you ſhewed me a Sum 
of Money, that you had not come honeſtly by 
it. How, ſays Barber, frightened out of one 
half of his Wits, and amazed out of the other, 
can you deny? Yes, you Raſcal, an- 
ſwered Wild, I do deny every thing, and do 
you find a Witneſs to prove it; and, to ſhew 
you how little Apprehenſions I have of your 
Power to hurt me, I will have you apprehended 
this Moment“ . At which Words he of- 


fered to break from him; but Bagſbot laid hold of 
his Skirts, and, with an altered Tone and Man- 
ner, begged him not to be fo impatient. ** Re- 


(e 


(0 
cc 


fund then, Sirrah, cries Wild, and perhaps I 
may take pity on you. What muſt I refund! 
anſwered Basſbot. Every Farthing in your 
Pocket, replied Wild; then I may have ſome 
Compaſſion on you, and not only ſave your 
Life, but, out of an Exceſs of Generoſity. 
may return you ſomething”. At which Words. 


Ba: ſhot ſeeming to. heſitate, Wild pretended to 


make to the Door, and rapt out an Oath of Ven- 


geance 
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geance with ſo violent an Emphaſis, that his 
Friend no longer preſumed to balance, but ſuf- 
fered Wild to ſearch his Pockets, and draw forth 
all he found, to the Amount of twenty one Gui- 
neas and a half, which laſt Piece our generous 
Hero returned him again; telling him, he might 
now fleep ſecure, but adviſed him for the future 
never to threaten his Friends. 

Thus did our Hero execute the greateſt Ex- 
ploits with the utmoſt Eaſe imaginable, by Means 
of thoſe tranſcendent Qualities which Nature hat 
indulged him with, v:z. a bold Heart, a thun- 
dering Voice, and a ſteddy Countenance. | 

WiLD now returned to the Count and in- 
formed him that he had got ten Guineas of Bag- 
ſhot ; for with great and commendable Prudence 
he ſunk the other eleven in his own Pocket ; 
and told him with that Money he would procure 
him Bail, which he after prevailed on his Father 
and another Gentleman of the ſame Occupation 
to become for two Guineas each; ſo that he 
made lawful Prize of fix more, making Bagſbot 
Debtor for the whole ten; for ſuch were his great 
Abilities, and ſo vaſt the Compaſs of his Under- 
ſtanding, that he never made any Bargain without 
over-reaching (or, in the vulgar Phraſe, cheating) - 
the Perſon with whom he dealt. 

THE Count being, by theſe Means, —_— 
the firſt thing they did, in order to procure Cre- 
dit from Tradeſmen, was the taking a hand- 
ſome Houſe ready furniſhed in one of the new 
Streets; in which, as ſoon as the Count was ſet- 
tled, they proceeded to furniſh him with Servants 
and Equipage, and all the Inſignia of a large 
Eſtate proper to impoſe on poor Hearifree. Theſe 
being all obtained, Wild made a ſecond Viſit = 

| is 


5 
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his Friend, and, with much Joy in his Counte- 


free told him, not without ſome Diſdain, that he 
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Recommendation, he promiſed to carry the Jew- 


the propereſt Object of Contempt imaginable, in 
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nance, acquainted him that he had ſucceeded in 
his Endeavours, and that the Gentleman had pro- 
miſed to deal with him forthe Jewels which he in- 
tended to preſent his. Bride, and which were 
defigned to be very ſplendid and coſtly ; he there- 
fore appointed him to go to the Count the next 
Morning, and carry with him a Set of the richeſt 
and moſt beautiful Jewels he had, giving him at 
the fame Time ſome Hints of the Count's Ig- 
norance of that Commodity, and that he might 
extort what Price of him he pleaſed ; but Heart. 


ſcorned to take any ſuch Advantage ; and, after 
expreſſing much Gratitude to his Friend for his 


cls at the Hour, and to the Place appointed. 

I am ſenſible that the Reader, if he hath but 
the leaſt Notion of Greatneſs, muſt have ſuch a 
Contempt for the extreme Folly of this Fellow, 
that he will be very little concerned at any Miſ- 
fortunes which may befall him in the Sequel; for, to 
have no Suſpicion that an old School-fellow, with 
whom he had, in his tendereſt Years, contracted 
a Friendſhip, and who, on the accidental renew- 
ing their Acquaintance, had profeſſed the moſt paſ- 
ſionate Regard for him, ſheuld be very ready to 
impoſe on him; in ſhort, to conceive that a 
Friend ſhould, of his own Accord, without any 
View to his own Intereſt, endeavour to do him a 
Service; muſt argue ſuch Weakneſs of Mind, 
ſuch Ignorance of the World, and ſuch an art- 
leſs, ſimple, undeſigning Heart, as muſt render 
the Perſon poſſeſſed of it the loweſt Creature, and 


the 
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the Eyes of every Man of Underſtanding and 
Diſcernment. | 
W1LD remembered that his Friend Heartfree's 
_ EFaults were rather in his Heart than his Head; 
chat tho' he was ſo mean a Fellow, that he was 
never capable of laying a Deſign to injure any 
human Creature, yet was he by no Means a Fool, 
nor liable to any groſs Impoſition, unleſs where 
this Heart betrayed him. He therefore inſtructed 
the Count to take only one of his Jewels at the 
firſt Interview, and to reject the reſt as not fine 
enough, and order him to provide ſome richer, 
e ſaid, this Management would prevent Heart- 
free from expecting ready Money for the Jewel 
he brought with him, which the Count was pre- 
ſently to diſpoſe of, and by Means of that Money, 
ind his great Abilities at Cards and Dice, to get 


to pay down to Heartfree, at the Delivery of the 
Set of Jewels, who would be thus void of all 
manner of Suſpicion, and would not fail to give 
im Credit for the Reſidue. 

By this Contrivance it will appear in the ſe- 
nel, that Wild did not only propoſe to make the 
Impoſition on Heartfree, who was (hitherto) void 
f all Suſpicion, more certain; but to rob the 
to Nount himſelf of this Sum. This double Me- 
2 Hod of cheating the very Tools who are our In- 
y ruments to cheat others, is the ſuperlative De- 
2 Wee of Greatneſs, and is probably, as far as any 
d, Ppirit cruſted over with Clay can carry it, fall- 
t- Ing very little ſhort of Diaboliſin itſelf. | 
er || Tris Method was immediately put in Exe- 
ad Fution, and the Count, the firſt Day, took only 
in T ſingle Brilliant, worth about three hundred 
he Founds, and ordered a Necklace, * | 
Oil- 


ogether as large a Sum as poſſible, which he was 
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Solitaire of the Value of three thouſand more to 
be prepared by that Day Seven-night. 

This Interval was employed by Wild in pro- 
ſecuting his Scheme of raiſing a Gang, in which he 
met with ſuch Succeſs, that within a few Days he 
had levied ſeveral bold and reſolute Fellows, fit 
for any Enterprize, how dangerous or great ſo- 
ever. 

W have before remarked, that the trueſt 
Mark of Greatneſs is Inſatiability. Wild had co- 
venanted with the Count to receive three-fourths 
of the Booty, and had, at the ſame time, cove- 
nanted with himſelf, to ſecure the other fourth 
Part likewiſe, for which he had formed a very 
GREAT and noble Deſign; bat he now ſaw with 
Concern, that Sum, which was to be received in 
Hand by Heartfree, in Danger of being abſo- 
lutely loſt. In order, therefore, to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of that likewiſe, he contrived, that the Jewels 
ſhould be brought in the Afternoon, and that 
Heartfree ſhould be detained. before the Count 
could ſee him; ſo that the Night ſhould overtake 
him in his Return, when two of his Gang were 
ordered to attack and plunder him, | 


F 


Containing Scenes of Softneſs, Love, and Honour, 


all in the Great Style. 


THE Count had diſpoſed of his Jewel for 


its full Value, and this he had, by Dexte- 
rity, raiſed to a thouſand Pounds ; this Sum there- 
fore he paid down to Heartfree, promiſing him 
-the reſt within a Month. His Houſe, his Faw 


page, his Appearance, but, above all, a certain 


Plauſibility in his Voice and Behaviour would 
have 
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have deceived any, but one whoſe great and wiſe 
Heart had dictated to him ſomething within, which 
would have ſecured him from any Danger of Impo- 
ſition from without. Heartfree therefore did not in 
the leaſt ſcruple giving him Credit; but as he had in 
Reality procured thoſe Jewels of another, his own 
little Stock not being able to furniſh any thing fo 
valuable, he begged the Count would be fo kind 
to give his Note for the Money, payable at the 
Time he mentioned; whichthat Gentleman did not 


in the leaſt ſcruple: ſo he paid him the thouſand 


Pound in Specie, and gave his Note for two thou- 
ſand eight hundred Pounds more to Heartfree, 
who burnt with Gratitude to Wild, for the noble 
Cuſtomer he had recommended to him. 
As ſoon as Heartfree was departed, Wild, who 
waited in another Room, came in, and received 
the Caſket from the Count; it having been agreed 
between them, that this ſhould be depoſited in 


his Hands, as he was the original Contriver of 
. the Scheme, and was to have the largeſt Share. 
Wild having received the Caſket, offered to meet 


the Count late that Evening to come to a Divi- 
ſion; but ſuch was the latter's Confidence in the 
Honour of our Hero, that, he ſaid, if it was any 
Inconvenience to him, the next Morning would 
do altogether as well. This was more agreeable 
to Wild, and accordingly an Appointment being 


made for that purpoſe, he ſet out in haſte to pur- 


ſue Heartfree to the Place where the two Gen- 
tlemen were ordered to meet and attack him. 


Thoſe Gentlemen, with noble Reſolution, exe- 


cuted their Purpoſe ; they attacked and ſpoiled 
the Enemy of the whole Sum he had received 
from the Count. 


Vor. I. 1 Wh As 


74 The LIFE f Book II. 


As ſoon as the Engagement was over and 
Heartfree left ſprawling on the Ground, our Hero, 
who wiſely declined truſting the Booty in his 
Friends Hands, tho' he had good Experience of 
their Honour, made off after the Conquerors: 'at 
length they being all at a Place of Safety, Will, 
according to a previous Agreement, received nine 
Tenths of the Booty; the ſubordinate Heroes did 
indeed profeſs ſome little Unwillingneſs (perhaps 
more than was ſtrictly conſiſtent with Honour) 


to perform their Contract; but Wild, partly by 


Argument, but more by Oaths and Threatnings, 

prevailed with them to fulfil their Promiſe. 
Ovr Hero having thus with wonderful Ad- 
dreſs brought this great and glorious Action to a 
happy Concluſion, reſolved to relax his Mind af- 
ter his Fatigue, in the Converſation of the Fair, 
He therefore ſet forwards to his lovely Lætitia; 
but in his Way accidentally met with a young 
Lady of his Acquaintance, Miſs Molly Straddle, 
who was taking the Air in Bridges-Street. Mi 
Molly ſeeing Mr. Wild, ſtopp'd him, and with a 
Familiarity peculiar to a genteel Town Education, 
tapp'd or rather ſlapp'd him on the Back, and 
aſked him to treat her with a Pint of Wine, at a 
neighbouring Tavern. The Hero, tho' he loved 
the chaſte Lælitia with exceſſive Tenderneſs, was 
not of that low ſniveling Breed of Mortals, who, 
as it is generally expreſted, tye themſelves to a Mo- 
man's Apren-Strings; in a Word, who are taint- 
ed with that mean, baſe, low Vice or Virtue as it 
is called, of Conftancy ; therefore he immediately 
- conſented, and attended her to a Tavern famous 
for excellent Wine, known by the Name of the 
Rummer and Hor ſhoe, where they retired to a Room 
by themſelves. Wild was very vehement in 5 
| Addreſ- 
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Addreſſes, but to no Purpoſe; the young Lady de- 
clared the would grant no Favour till he had made 
her a Preſent ; this was immediately complied with, 
and the Lover made as happy as he could deſire. 

Turk immoderate Fondneſs which Hild enter- 
tained for his dear Lætitia, would not ſuffer him 
to waſte any conſiderable Time with Miſs Stradale. 
Notwithſtanding, therefore, all the Endearments 
and Careſſes of that young Lady, he ſoon made an 
Excuſe to go down Stairs, and thence immediatel 
ſet forward to Lætitia, without taking any formal 
Leave of Miſs Stradale, or indeed of the 8 
with whom the Lady was afterwards obliged to 
come to an Account for the Reckoning. 

MR. Wild, on his Arrival at Mr. Snap's, found 
only Miſs Daſhy at. home; that young Lady be- 
ing employed alone, in Imitation of Penelope, 
with her Thread or Worſted; only with this 
Difference, that whereas Penelope unravelled by 
Night what ſhe had knit, or wove, or ſpun by 
Day, ſo what our young Heroine unravelled by 
Day, ſhe knit again by Night. In ſhort, ſhe was 


mending a Pair of blue Stockings with red Clocks; 


a Circumſtance which, perhaps, we might have 


omitted, had it not ſerved to ſhew that there are 


{til} ſome Ladies of this Age, who imitate the 
Simplicity of the Antients. 

WII p immediately aſked for his Beloved, 
and was informed, that ſhe was not at Home. 
He then enquired, where ſhe was to be found, 
and declared, he would not depart till he had ſeen 
her; nay, not till he had married her; for, in- 


deed, his Paſſion for her was truly honourable, 
in other Words, he had ſo ungovernable a De- 


ſire for her Perſon, that he would go any Lengths 
to ſatisfy it. He then pulled out the Caſket, which 
8 | T2 - he 
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he ſwore was full of the fineſt Jewels, and that 
he would give them all to her, with other Pro- 
miſes; which ſo prevailed on Miſs Doſby, who 
had not the common Failure of Siſters in envying, 


and often endeavouring to difappoint each other's 


Happineſs, that ſhe deſired Mr. Wild to fit down 
a few Minutes, whilſt ſhe endeavoured to find her 
Siſter, and to bring her to him. The Lover 
thanked her, and promiſed to ſtay till her Return ; 
and Miſs Deſby, leaving Mr 2 

ditations, faſtened him in the Kitchen by barring 
the Door (for moſt of the Doors in this Manſion 
were made to be bolted on the outſide) and then 
flapping to the Door of the Houſe with great 
Violence, without going out at it, ſhe ſtole ſoft- 
ly up Stairs, where Mits Lætitia was engaged in 
cloſe Conference with Mr. Bagſbot. Miſs Letty, 
being informed by her Siſter in a Whiſper of 
what Mr. Wild had ſaid, and what he had pro- 
duced, told Mr, Pagſbot, that a young Lady was 
below to viſit her, whom ſhe would diſpatch 
with all imaginable Haſte, and return to him, 
She deſired him therefore to ſtay with Patience 
for her in the mean Time, and that ſhe would 
leave the Door unlocked, tho' her Papa would 
never forgive her if he ſhould diſcover it. Bag- 
ſhot promiſed on his Honour, not to ſtep with- 
out his Chamber; and the two young Ladies 
went ſoftly down Stairs; when pretending firſt 
to make their Entry into the Houſe, they repaired 
to the Kitchen, where not even the Preſence of 
the chaſte Lætitid could reſtore that Harmony 
to the Countenance of her Lover, which Mitls 
Theodoſſa had left him poſſeſſed of; for during 
her Abſence he had diſcovered the- Abſence of 
a Purſe containing Bank Notes for 900 JL. 
| X which 
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which had been taken from Mr. Hearifree, and: 
which, indeed, Miis Straddle had, in the Warmth 
of his amorous Careſtes, unperceived drawn from. 
him. However, as he had that perfect Maſtery 
of his Temper, or rather of his Muſcles, which 


is as neceſſary to the forming a Great Character 


as to the perſonating it on the Stage, he foon 
conveyed a Smile into his Countenance, and 
concealing as well his Misfortune as his Chagrin 


at it, began to pay honourable Addrefſes to Miſs 
| Leity, This young Lady, among many other 


good Ingredients, had three very predominant Paſ- 
tons, to wit, Vanity, Wantonneſs, and Avarice. 
To fatisfy the firſt of theſe, ſhe applied Mr. Smirk 
and Comp. to the ſecond, Mr. Bagſbot and Comp. 
and our Hero had the Honour and Happineſs of 
ſolely engroſſing the third. Now, theſe three 
Sorts of —— ſhe had very different Ways of 
entertaining. With the firſt, ſhe was. all gay 
and coquette ; with the ſecond, all fond and 
rampant; and with the laſt, all cold and reſerved. 


She, therefore, told Mr. Wild, with a moſt com- 


poſed Aſpect, that ſhe was glad he had repented 
of his Manner of treating her at their laſt In- 
terview, where his Behaviour was ſo monſtrous, 
that ſhe had reſolved never to ſee him any more; 
taat ſhe was afraid her own Sex would hardly 
pardon her the Weakneſs ſhe was guilty of 
in receding from that Reſolution, which ſhe 
was: perſuaded ſhe never ſhould have brought 
herſelf to, had not her Siſter, who was there 
to confirm what ſhe ſaid (as the did with many 
Oaths) betrayed her into his Company, by pre- 
tending it was another Perſon to viſit her: But 
however, as he now thought proper to give her 
more convincing Proofs of his Affections (for he 


E4 had 
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had now the Caſket in his Hand) and fince 
ſhe perceived his Defigns were no longer againſt 
her Virtue, but were ſuch as a Woman of Honour 


might liſten to, ſhe muſt own—— and then ſhe. 


feign'd an Heſitation, when T heods/ia began, 
« Nay, Siſter, I am reſolved you ſhall counter- 
oc feit no longer. I aſſure you, Mr. Wild, ſhe 
„ hath the moſt violent Paſſion for you in the 
«© World; and indeed, dear 77/0, if you offer 
c to go back, ſince I plainly fee Mr. Mild's 
«© Detigns are honourable, I will betray all you 
< haveever ſaid. —How, Siſter, (anſwered Læti- 
„ 17a) I proteſt you will drive me out of the 
„ Room: I did not expect this Uſage from you.” 


Wild then fell on his Knees, and taking hold of 


her Hand, repeated a Speech which, as the 
Reader may eaſily ſuggeſt it to himſelf, I ſhall 
not here ſet down. He then offered her the 
Caſket, but ſhe gently rejected it; and on a ſe- 
cond Offer, with a modeſt Countenance and 
Voice, deſired to know what it contained. 
Wild then open'd it, and took forth (with Sorrow 
I write it, and with Sorrow will it be read) one 
of thoſe beautiful Necklaces, with which at the 
Fair of Bartholomew they deck the well bewhiten- 
ed Neck of Thaleſtris Queen of Amazons, Anna 
Bullen, Queen Elizabeth, or ſome other High 
Princeſs in Drollic Story. It was indeed com- 
poſed of that Paſte, which Derdæus Magnus, an 
ingenious Toyman, doth at a very moderate Price 
diſpenſe of to the ſecond Rate Beaus of the Metro- 
lis. For, to open a Truth, which we aſk our 
Reader's Pardon for having concealed from. him 
ſo long; the ſagacious Count, wiſely fearing leſt 
ſome accident might prevent Mr. Wild's Return 
at the appointed Time, had carefully conveyed 
the 
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the Jewels which Mr. Heartfree had brought with 
him, into his own Pocket; and in their Stead had 
placed in the Caſket theſe artificial Stones, which, 
tho' of equal Value to a Philoſopher, and per- 
haps of a much greater to a true Admirer of the 
Compoſitions of Art, had not however the ſame 
Charms in the Eyes of Miſs Letty ; who had 
indeed fome Knowledge of Jewels: For Mr. 
Snap, with great Reaſon conſidering how valua- 
ble a Part of a Lady's Education it would be 
to be well inſtructed in theſe Things, in an 
Age when young Ladies learn little more than 
how to dreſs themſelves, had in her Youth placed 
Miſs Letty as the Hand-maid (or Houſe-maid, as 
the Vulgar call it) of an eminent Pawn-broker. 
The Lightning, therefore, which ſhould. have 
flaſhed. from the Jewels, flaſhed from her Eyes, 
and Thunder immediately followed from her Voice. 
She be-knaved, be-raſcalled, be- rogued the un- 
happy Hero, who ſtood filent, confounded with 


Aſtoniſhment, but more with Shame and Indigna- 


tion, at being thus out-witted and. over-reached. 
At length, he recovered. his Spirits, and throw- 
ing down the Caſket in a Rage, he ſnatched. the 
Key from the Table ; and without making any 
Anſwer to the Ladies, who both very plenti- 
fully open'd upon him, and without taking any 
Leave of them, he few out at the Door, and 
repaired with the utmoſt Expedition to the Count's 
Habitation. — 
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171 CHAP. IV. 
In which Wild, after many fruitleſs Endiavours 


to diſcover his Friend, moralixes on his Miſ- 
fortune in a Speech, which may be of Uſe (if 
rightly underſtood) to ſome other conſiderable 
. Speech- Makers. | | 


OT the higheſt-fed Footman of the high- 
eſt-bred Woman of Quality knocks with 

more Impetuoſity, than Wild did at the Count's 
Door, which was immediately opened by a well- 
dreſt Livery Man, who anſwered that his Maſter 
was not at Home. Vild, not ſatisfied with this, 
ſearched the Houſe, but to no purpoſe ; he then 
ranfacked all the Gaming-Heuſes in Town, but 
found no Count : Indeed that Gentleman had 
taken Leave of his Houſe the ſame Inſtant Mr. 
Wild had turned his Back, and, equipping him- 
ſelf with Boots and a Poſt-horſe, without taking 
with him either Servant, Clothes, or any Neceſ- 
ſaries, for the Journey of a great Man, made 
ſuch mighty Expedition that he was now upwards 
of twenty Miles on his Way to Dover. | 
LD, finding his Search ineffectual, re- 
folved to give it over for that Night ; he then 


_ retired to his Seat of Contemplation, a Night- 


Cellar, where, without a fingle Farthing in his 


Pocket, he called for a Sneaker of Punch, and, 
placing hinſelf on a Bench by himſelf, he ſoftly 


vented the following Soliloquy: 

« How vain is human GREATNEss | What 
& avail ſuperiour Abilities, and a noble Defiance 
« of thoſe narrow Rules and Bounds which 


„ confine the Vulgar; when our beſt concerted 


« Schemes are liable to be defeated ! How un- 
happy 
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& happy is the State of PRIGGISM | How im- 
«© poſſible for human Prudence to foreſee and 
« guard againſt every Circumvention ! It is even 
7 c as a Game of Cheſs, where, while the Rook, 
if „or Knight, or Biſhop, is buſied in forecaſting 
}, « ſome great Enterprize, a worthleſs Pawn in- 
5 terpoles, and diſconcerts his Scheme. Better 
had it been for me to have obſerved the ſimple 
- © Laws of Friendſhip and Morality, than thus to 
h ruin my Friend for the Benefit of others. I 
| „might have commanded his Purſe to any de- 
gree of Moderation, I have now diſabled him 
Tr „ trom the Power of ſerving me. Well ! but 


5 that was not my Deſign. If I cannot arraign 


n ** my own Conduct, why ſhould I, like a Woman 

t % or. Chi fit down and lament the Diſap- 

d ** pointment of Chance? But can ! acquit my- 
8 ** ſelf of all Neglect? Did I not miſbehave in 


— ** putting it into the Power of others to outwit 
me? But that is impoſſible to be avoided. In 

. * this a Prig is more unhappy than any other: 

A cautious Man may, in a Crowd, preſerve 
his own Pockets by keeping his Hands in them; 3 
but while the Prig employs his Hands in ano- 


. * ther's Pocket, how ſhall he be able to defend 
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1 his own? Indeed in this Light what can be 
- * imagined more miſerable than a Prig ? How 
J _ dangerous are his Acquifitions | how unſafe, 


% how unquiet his Poſſeſſions! Why then ſhould 
any Man wiih to be a Prig, or where is his 
© Greatneſs? I anfwer, in his Mind: *Tis . 
* the inward Glory, the ſecret Conſciouſneſs of . 
: „doing great and wonderful Actions, which can 
| «© alone ſupport the truly GREAT Man,“ whether 
| «< he be a CONQUERGR, a TYRANT, a STATES- 
„ MAN, or a PRIG. Theſe muſt bear him up 
. & againſt 
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againſt the private Curſe and public Impre- 
cation, and while he is hated and deteſted b 

all Mankind, muſt make him inwardly ſatisfied 
with himſelf. For what but ſome ſuch inward 
Satisfaction as this could inſpire Men poſſeſſed 
of Power, of Wealth, of every human Blefling, 
which Pride, Avarice, or Luxury could deſire, 
to forſake their Homes, abandon Eaſe and Re- 
poſe, and, at the Expence of Riches, and Plea- 
ſures, at the Price of Labour and Hardſhip, and 
at the Hazard of all that Fortune hath liberally 
riven them, could ſend them at the Head of a 
Multitude of Prigs, called an Army, to moleſt 
their Neighbours ; to introduce Rape, Rapine, 
Bloodſhed, and every kind of Miſery among 
their own Species? What but ſome ſuch glo- 
rious Appetite of Mind could inflame Princes, 
endowed with the greateſt Honours, and en- 
riched with the moſt plentiful Revenues, to 
defire maliciouſly to rob thoſe Subjects of their 
Liberties, who are content to ſweat for the 
Luxury,.and to bow down their Knees to the 
Pride of thoſe very Princes ? What but this can 
inſpire them to deſtroy one half of their Subjects 
in order to reduce the reſt to an abſolute De- 
pendance on their own Wills, and on thoſe of 
their brutal Succeſſors? What other Motive 
could ſeduce a Subject poſſeſt of great Property 
in his Community, to betray the Intereſt of his 
Fellow- Subjects, of his Brethren, and his Poſ- 
terity, to the wanton Diſpoſition of ſuch Prin- 
ces? Laſtly, what leſs Inducement could per- 
ſuade the Prig to forſake the Methods of ac- 
quiring a fafe, an honeſt, and a plentiful Live- 


hood, and, at the Hazard of even Life itſelf 
and what is miſtakenly called Diſhonour, to 


break 
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« break openly and bravely through the Laws of 
«© his Country, for uncertzin, unſteddy, and un- 
« ſafe Gain? Let me then hold myſelf con- 
e tented with this Reflection, that I have been 
„ wiſe, though unſucceſsful, and ama GREAT, 
„though an unhappy Man.” 

His Soliloquy and his Punch concluded to- 
gether ; for he had at every Pauſe com- 
forted himſelf with a Sip, And now it came 
firſt into his Head, that it would be more 
difficult to pay for it, than it was to ſwal- 
low it, when, to his great Pleaſure, he be- 
held, at another Corner of the Room, one 
of the Gentlemen whom he had employed in 
the Attack on Heartfree, and who, he doubt- 
ed not, would readily lend him a Guinea or 
two; but he had the Mortification, on apply- 


CHAP. V. 


Containing many ſurprixing Adventures, which our 
Hero, with GREAr GREATNESS, afchieved. 


IE will now leaye our Hero to take a ſhort 
VYy Repoſe, and return to Mr. Snap's, where 
at Wild's Departure the fair Theodoſia had again 
betaken herſelf to her Stocking, and Miſs Letty 
had retired up Stairs to Mr. Bagſbot; but that 
Gentleman had broken be 3 and, having 

| | con- 
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conveyed himſelf below Stairs behind a Door, 
he took the Opportunity of 1714's Sally to make 
his Eſcape, We ſhall only obſerve, that Miſs 
Letty's Surprize was the greater, as ſhe had, not- 
withſtanding her Promiſe to the contrary, taken 


Hurry, ſhe did it ineffeQtually. How wretched 


| ture, who had not only loſt a Lover, on whom 
her tender Heart perſectly doated, but was expoſed 
to the Rage of an injured Father, tenderly jea- 
lous of his Honour, which was deeply engaged 
to the Sheriff of London and Middleſex for the 
ſafe Cuſtody of the ſaid Bagſhot, and for which 


only their Words but their Bonds. | 
Bor let us remove our Eyes from this me- 
lancholy Object, and ſurvey our Hero, who, af- 
ter a ſucceſsleſs Search for Miſs Stradale, with 
wonderful Greatneſs of Mind, and Steddineſs of 
Countenance, went early in the Morning to vi- 
{it his Friend Heartfree, at a Time when the 
common Herd of Friends would have forſaken 


Surprize on ſeeing his Friend in a Night-Gown, 
vith his wounded Head bound about with Linen, 


ſion of Blood. When Wild was informed by 
Heartfree what had happened, he firſt expreſſed 
great Sorrow, and afterwards ſuffered as violent 
Agonies of Rage againſt the Robbers to burſt 
from him. @AZeartfree, in Compaſſion to the deep 
Impreſſions his Misfortune ſeemed to make on 
his Friend, endeavoured to leſſen it as much as 
poſſible, at the ſame Time exaggerating the Obli- 

gation 


the Precaution to turn the Key; but, in her 


muſt have been the Situation of this young Crea- 


two very good reſponſable Friends had given not 


and avoided him. He entered the Room with a 
chearful Air, which he preſently changed into 


and looking extremely pale from a great Profu- 


- 
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gation he owed to Wild, in which his Wife like- 
wiſe ſeconded him; and they breakfaſted with 
more Comfort than was reaſonably to be expected 
aſter ſuch an Accident. Heartfree expreſſing great 
Satisfaction that he had put the Count's Note in 
another Pocket-Book, adding, that ſuch a Loſs 
would have been fatal to him; „ for, to confeſs 
„the Truth to you, my dear Friend, faid he, I 
«© have had ſome Loſſes lately which have greatly 
% perplexed my Affairs; and though I have 
„many Debts due to me from People of great 
«© Faſhion, I aſſure you I know not where to be 
certain of getting a Shilling.” Wild greatly 
felicitated him on the lucky Accident of preſerv- 
ing his Note, and then proceeded, with much 
Acrimony, to inveigh againſt the Barbarity of 
People of Faſhion, who kept Tradeſmen out of 
their Money. LEE 3 

WIILE they amuſed themſelves with Diſ- 
courſes of this Kind, Wild, meditating within 
himſelf whether he ſhould borrow or ſteal from 
his Friend, or indeed whether he could not ef- 
fect both, the Apprentice brought a Bank-Note 
of 500%. in to Heartfree, which, he ſaid, a 
Gentlewoman in the Shop, who had been looking 
at ſome Jewels, deſired him to exchange. Heart- 


free looking at the Number, immediately re- 


collected it to be one of thoſe he had been rob- 
bed of. With this Diſcovery he acquainted Wild, 
who, with the notable Preſence of Mind, and 
unchanged Complexion, ſo eſſential to a great 
Character, adviſed him to proceed cautiouſly ; and 
offered (as Mr. Heartfree himſelf was, he ſaid, 
too much fluſtered to examine the Woman with 
ſufficient Art) to take her into a Room in his 


Houſe alone. He would, he ſaid, perſonate the 
Maſter 


ren 


Maſter of the Shop, would pretend to ſhew her 
- ſome Jewels, and would undertake to get ſuf- 
ficient Information out of her to ſecure the Rogues, 
and moſt probably all their Booty. This Propo- 
ſal was readily and thankfully accepted by Heart- 
free. Wild went immediately up Stairs into the 
Room appointed, whither the Apprentice, ac- 
cording to Appointment, conducted the Lady. 

TIE Apprentice was ordered down Stairs the 
Moment the Lady entered the Room; and Wild, 
having ſhut the Door, approached. her with great 
Ferocity in his Looks, and began to expatiate on 
the complicated Baſeneſs of the Crime ſhe had 
been guilty of ; but though he uttered many good 
Leſſons of Morality, as we doubt whether from 
a particular Reaſon they may work any very good 
Effect on our Reader, we ſhall omit his Speech, 
and only mention his Concluſion, which was by 
aſking her, what Mercy ſhe could now expect from 
him ? Miſs Stradale, for that was the young Lady, 
who had had a good Education, and had been more 
than once preſent at the Old Baily, very confidently 
denied the whole Charge, and ſaid, ſhe had received 
the Note from a Friend. Mild then, raiſing his 
Voice, told her, ſhe ſhould be immediately com- 
mitted, and ſhe might depend on being convicted; 
c but,” added he changing his Tone, as I 
„ have a violent Affection for thee, my dear 
« Straddle, if you will follow my Advice, I pro- 
« miſe you on my Honour, to forgive you, nor 
„ ſhall you be ever called in Queſtion on this 
„Account. Why, what would you have me to 
« do, Mr. Wild, replied the young Lady, with 
a pleaſanter Aſpect. You muſt know then, ſaid 
« Wild, the Money you picked out of my Pocket 
„ (nay, by G—d you did, and if you offer 
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« to flinch, you ſhall be convicted of it) I won 
<« at Play of a Fellow who, it ſeems, robbed my 
Friend of it; you mult, therefore, give an In- 
« formation on Oath againſt one Thomas Fierce, 
% and ſay, that you received the Note from him, 
« and leave the reſt to me. I am certain, dolly, 
« you muſt be ſenſible of your Obligations to 
« me, who return Good for Evil to you in this 
“ manner.” The Lady readily conſented : and 
advanced to embrace Mr. Wild, who ſtept a lit- 
tle back and cry'd: © Hold, Molly; there are 

e two other Notes of 209 /. each to be aecount- 


ed for, where are they! 7 The Lady proteſted 


with the moſt folemn Aﬀeverations that ſhe knew 
of no more; with which when Wild was not fa- 
tified, ſhe cry'd: © I will ſtand Search.” Fhat 
& you ſhall, anſwered Wild, and ſtand Strip too:“ 
He then proceeded to tumble and ſearch her, but to 
no Purpoſe, till at laſt ſhe burſt into Tears and 
declared ſhe would tell the Truth (as indeed the 
did;) ſhe then confeſſed that ſhe had diſpoſed of 
the one to Jack Swagger, a great Favourite of the 
Ladies, being an Iriſb Gentleman, who had been 
bred Clerk to an Attorney, afterwards whipt out 
of a Regiment of Dragoons, and was then a 
Newgate-Sollicitor and a Bawdy-Houſe Bully ; 
and as for the other, ſhe had laid it all out that very 
Morning in Brocaded Silks, and Flanders-Lace. 
With this Account Mild, who indeed knew it to 
be a very probable one, was forced to be con- 


tented ; and now abandoning all further thoughts 


of what he ſaw was irretrievably loſt, he gave 

the Lady ſome further Inſtruction and then, deſir- 

ing her to ſtay a few Minutes behind him, he retur- 

ned to his Friend, and acquainted him that he 

had diſcovered the whole Roguery ; that the a 
| 4 
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had confeſſed from whom ſhe had received the 
Note, and promiſed to give an Information beſore 
a Juſtice of Peace, adding, he was concerned he 
could not attend him thither, being obliged to go 
to the other End of the Town to receive thirty 
Pounds, which he was to pay that Evening. 
Heartfree ſaid that ſhould not prevent him of his 
Company, for he could eaſily lend him ſuch a 
Trifle, This was accordingly done and accept- 
ed, and Mild, Heariſree, and the Lady went to 
the Juſtice together. 

THE Warrant being granted, and the Con- 
ſtable being acquainted by the Lady, who receiv- 
ed her Information from Wild of Mr. Fierce's 
Haunts, he was caſily apprehended, and, being 
confronted with Miſs Straddle, who ſwore poſi- 
tively to him, though ſhe had never ſeen him be- 
fore; he was committed to Newgate, where he 
immediately conveyed an Information to Wild of 
what had happened, arid in the Evening received 
a Viſit from him. 

NID affected great Concern for his Friend's 
Misfortune, and as great Surprize at the Means 
by which it was brought about. However, he 
told Fierce that he muſt certainly be miſtaken 
in that Point, of his having had no Acquaintance 
with Miſs Stradale; but added that Ee would find 
her out, and endeavour to take off her Evidence; 
which, he obſerved, did not come home enough 
to endanger him; beſides, he would ſecure him 
Witneſſes of an Alita, and five or ſix to his Cha- 
racter; fo that he need be under no Apprehen- 
ſion for his Confinement till the Seſſions would 
be his only Puniſhment. | 

FIERCE, who was greatly comforted by 
theſe Aſſurances of his Friend, returned him 

many 
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many Thanks, and both ſhaking each other very 


earneſtly by the Hand, with a very hearty Em- 
brace they ſeparated. 

Tag Hero conſidered with himſelf that the 
ſingle Evidence of Miſs Straddle would not be 
ſuffcient to convict Fierce, whom he reſolved to 
hang, as he was the Perſon who had principally 
refuſed to deliver him the ſtipulated Share of the 
Booty; he therefore went in Queſt of Mr. James 
Sly, the Gentleman who had aſſiſted in the Ex- 
ploit; and found, and acquainted him with the 
apprehending of Fierce. Mild then intimating his 
Fear, leſt Fierce ſhould impeach Sly, adviſed 
him to be beforehand, to ſurrender himſelf to a 
Juſtice of Peace, and offer himſelf as an Evi- 
dence. Sly approved Mr. Wild's Opinion, went 
directly to a Magiſtrate, and was by him com- 
mitted to the Gate-houſe, with a Promiſe of be- 
ing admitted Evidence againſt his Companion. 

FIERCE was, ina few Days, brought to 
his Trial at the Old Baily, where, to his great 
Confuſion, his old Friend Sly appeared againſt 
him, as did Miſs Straddle. His only Hopes were 
now in the Aſſiſtances which our Hero had pro- 
miſed him. Theſe unhappily failed him: So 
that the Evidence being plain againſt him, and 
he making no Defence, the Jury convicted him, 
the Court condemned him, and Mr. Ketch exe- 
cuted him. 

Wirn ſuch 3 Addreſs, did this truly 
great Man know to play with the Paſſiòns 
of Men, to ſet them at Variance with each 
other, and to — own Purpoſes out of thoſe 
Jealouſies and Apprehenſions, which he was won- 
derfully ready at creating by Means of thoſe 
a Arts, which the 8 call Treachery, 

iu 
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Diſſembling, Promiſing, Lying, Falſhood, &c, 

but. which. are. by great Men ſummed; up in 

the collective Name of Policy, or Politics, or 

rather Pollitrics; an Art of: which, as it is 

the higheſt Excellence of Human Nature, per- 

haps our great. Man, was. the moſt eminent 
aſter, 


Of Hats. 


W ILD had now got together a very conſi- 
derable Gang, compoſed of undone Game- 
ſters, ruined Bailiffs, broken Tradeſmen, idle Ap- 
prentices, Attorneys Clerks, and loaſe and diſorderly 
Youth, who being born to. no. Fortune, nor bred to 
any Trade or Profeſſion, were willing to live Iuxu- 
riouſly without Labour. As theſe Perſons wore dif- 
ferent Principles, i. e. Hats, frequent, Diſſentions 
grew among them. There were particularly two 
Parties, viz. thoſe who wore Hats. fiercely. cocked, 
and thoſe who preferr'd the Nab or 'Frencher 
Hat, with the Brim flapping over.their Eyes. The 
former were called Cavaliers and Tory Rory Ranter 
Boys, &c. The latter went by the ſeveral: Names 
of Mags, Round-Heads, Shake-Bags, Old-Nolls, 
and ſeveral others. Between theſe - continual 
Jars aroſe ; inſomuch that they grew in time to 
think there was ſomething eſſential in their Dif- 
ferences, and that their Intereſts were incompa- 
tible with each other, whereas, in Fruth, the 
Difference lay only in the Faſhion of their Hats, 
Mild therefore, having aſſembled. them all at an 
Alehouſe on the Night after Fierce's Execution, 
and perceiving evident Marks of their Miſunder- 
landing, from their Behaviour to each _— 
a — 
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addreſſed them in the following gentle, but forcible 


Manner k. Gentlemen, I am aſhamed to ſee 
Men embarked: in ſo great and glorious an 
«© Undertaking, as that of robbing. the Public, 
<< ſo fooliſhly and weakly diſſenting among them- 
“ ſelves. Do you think the firit Inventors of 
« Hats, or at leaſt of the Diſtinctions between 
« them, really conceived that one Form of 
«© Hats ſhould: infpire a Man with Divinity, 


There is ſomething. very myſterious in this Speech, 
which probably that Chapter ritten by Ari/o7le on 
this Subject, which is mentioned by a Frexch Author, 
might have given ſome Light into; but that is unhappily 
among the loſt Works of that Philoſopher. It is re- 
markable, that. Galerus which is Latin for a Hat, ſigni- 
fies likewiſe a Nog-fiſh, as the Gree& Word Kun doth 
the Skin of that Animal; of which I ſuppoſe the Hats 
or Helmets of the Ancients were compoſed, as ours 
at preſent are of the Beaver or Rabbit, Sophocles in 
the latter End of his 4jax, alludes to a Method of 
cheating in Hats, and- the Scholiaſt on the Place tells 
us of one Crephontes, who was a Maſter of the Art. 
It is obſervable likewiſe, that Achilles, in the firſt Iliad 
of Homer, tells Agamemnan, in Anger, that he had 
Dog's Eyes. Now, as the Eyes of a Dog are hand- 
ſomer than thoſe of almoſt any other Animal; this could 
be no Term of Reproach. He muſt therefore mean, 
that he had a Hat on, which, perhaps, from the Crea- 
ture it was made of, or from ſome other Reaſon, 
might have been a Mark of Infamy. This ſuperſtitious 
Opinion may account for that Cuſtom, which hath de- 
ſcended through all Nations, of ſhewing Reſpect by 
pulling off this Covering; and that no Man is eſteemed 
fit to converſe with his Superiors with it on. I ſhall 


conclude this learned Note with remarking, that the 


Term Old Hat, is at preſent uſed by the Vulgar, in no 
very. honourable Senſe, : 
| 66 an. 
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another with Law, another with Learning, 
or another with Bravery ? No, they meant no 
more by theſe outward Signs, than to impoſe 
on the Vulgar, and inſtead of putting great 
Men to the Trouble of acquiring or main- 
taining the Subſtance, to make it ſufficient 
that they condeſcend to wear the Type or Sha- 


dow of it. You do wiſely, therefore, when in a 


Crowd, to amuſe the Mob by Quarrels on 
ſuch Accounts, that while they are liſtening 
to your Jargon, you may, with the greater 
Eaſe and Safety, pick their Pockets: But 


ſurely to be in earneſt, and privately to keep 


up ſuch a ridiculous Contention among your- 
ſelves, mult argue the higeſt Folly and Abfur- 
dity. When you know you are all Prags, 
what Difference can a broad or a narrow Brim 
create? Is a Prig leſs a. Prig in one Hat than 


in another? If the Public ſhould be weak enough 


to intereſt themſelves in your Quarrels, and 
to prefer one Pack to the other, while both 
are aiming at their-Purſes ; it is your Buſineſs 
to laugh at, not imitate their Folly. What 


can be more ridiculous than for Gentlemen to 


quarrel about Hats, when there 1s not one a- 
mong you, whoſe Hat is worth a Farthing, 
What is the Uſe of a Hat, farther than to 
keep the Head warm, or to hide a bald Crown 
from the Public? Tt is the Mark of a Gen- 
tleman to move his Hat on every Occaſion; 
and in Courts and noble Aſſemblies, no man 
ever wears one, Let me hear no more there- 
fore of this Childiſh Diſagreement, but all 
toſs up your Hats together with one Accord, 
and conſider that Hat as the beſt, which will 
contain the largeſt Booty.” _ He thus Naas. 
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his Speech, which was followed by a murmuring 
Applauſe, and immediately all preſent toſſed their 


Hats together as he had commanded them. 


CHAP. vn. 


Shewing the Conſequence which attended Heart- 
free's Adventures with Wild; all natural, and 
common enough to little W«Wretebes who deal with 
great Man ; together with ſome Precedents of 
Letters, being the different Methods of anſwering 


a Dun. 


ET us now return to Heartfree, to whom 
the Count's Note which he had paid away, 

was returned, with an Accdunt that the Drawer 
was not to be found, and that on enquiring after 
him, they had heard he was run away, and con- 
ſequently the Money was now demanded of the 
Endorſer. The Apprehenſion of ſuch a ' Loſs 
would have affected any Man of Buſineſs, but 
much more one whoſe unavoidable Ruin it muſt 
prove. He expreſſed ſo much Concern and Con- 


fuſion on this Occaſion, that the Proprietor of 


the Note was frightned, and refolved to loſe no 
Time in ſecuring what he could. So that in the 
Afternoon of the ſame Day, Mr. Snap was com- 
miſſioned to pay Heartfree a Viſit, which he did 
with bis uſual Formality, and conveyed him to his 


own Houſe. . © | 


Mrs. Heartfree was no ſooner informed of what 
had happened to her Huſband, than ſhe raved 


like one diſtracted ; but after ſhe had vented the 


firſt Agonies of her Paſſion in Tears and. Lamen- 
tations, ſhe applied herſelf to all poſſible Means to 


- procure her Huſband's Liberty. She haſtened to 
beg her Neighbours to ſecure Bail for him. But 


as 
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as the News had arrived-at their Houſes before her, 
ſhe found none of them at home, except an honeſt 
Duaker, whoſe ' Servants durſt not tell a Lie. 
However, ſhe ſucceeded no better with him, for 
unluckily he had made an Affirmation the Day 
before, that he would never be Bail for any Man. 
After many fruitleſs Efforts of this Kind, ' ſhe 
Yepaired to her Hufband to comfort him, at leaſt 
with her Preſence. She found him ſealing the laſt 
of ſeveral Letters, which he was diſpatching to his 
Friends and Creditors. The Moment he ſaw 
her, a ſudden Joy ſparkled in his Eyes, which, 
however, had a very ſhort Duration; for De- 
ſpair ſoon cloſed them again; nor could he help 
burſting into ſome paſſionate Expreſſions of Con- 


.cern for her and his little Family; which ſhe, on 


her Part, did her utmoſt to leſſen, by endeavour- 
ing to mitigate the Loſs, and to raiſe in him Hopes 


from the Count, who might, ſhe ſaid, be poſſibly 


only gone into the Coun dhe comforted him 
likewiſe, with the Expectation of Favour from 
his Acquaintance, eſpecially from thoſe whom he 


had in a particular Manner obliged and ferved. 


Laſtly, ſhe conjured him, by all the Value and 


Eſteem he profeſſed for her, not to endanger his 
Health, on which alone depended her Happineſs, by 
too great an Indulgence of Grief; aſſuring him that 


no State of Life could appear unhappy to her with 
him, unleſs his own Sorrow or Diſcontent made 
it ſo. 
Id this manner did this weak, poor-fpirited 
Woman attempt to relieve her Huſband's Pains, 
which it would have rather become her to ag- 


-gravate, by not only painting out his Miſery in 
the livelieſt Colours imaginable, but by upbraid- 


ing him with that Folly and Confidence _ | 
8 ha 


Ch. 7. Ar. JovATHAN WII p. 95 


had occaſioned it, and by lamenting her own 
hard Fate, in being obliged to fhare his Suffer- 
ings. | 

HearTFREE returned this Goodneſs (as it is 


called) of his Wife, with the warnieſt Gratitude, 


and they paſs d an Hour in a Scene of 'Tendernefſs, 


too low and contemptible to be recounted to our 
Great Readers. We ſhall therefore omit all fuch 


Relations, as they tend only to make human Na- 


ture low and ridiculous. 

Tos Meſſengers who had obtained any An- 
ſwers to his Letters now returned. We ſhall here 
copy a few of them, as they may ſerve for Prece- 
dents to others who have an Occaſion, which hap- 
pens commonly enough in genteel Life, to anſwer 
the Impertinence of a Dun. | 


LETT EI I 
MR. HEARTFREE, 


M* Lord commands me to tell you, he is 
very much ſurprized at your Aſſurance in 
aſking for Money, which you know hath been ſo 
little while due; however, as he intends to deal 
no longer at your SNPs he hath ordered me to 
pay ybu as ſoon as I ſhall have Caſh in Hand, 


which, conſidering many Diſburſements for Bills 


long due, &c. can't poſſibly promiſe'any Time &c. 
at preſent, And am bs | 


Your humble Servant, 
RocerR MoRECRAFT, 
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LETTER II. 


Dear SIR, 


HE Money, as you truly ſay, hath been 
| three Years due, but upon my Soul I am 
at preſent incapable of paying a Farthing; but as 
I doubt not, very ſhortly, not only to content that 
ſmall Bill, but likewiſe to lay out very conſiderable 
further Sums at your Houie, hope you will meet 
with no Inconvenience by this ſhort Delay in, 
dear Sir, | 
* | Your moſt ſincere 


humble Servant 


CHA. CouRTLY, 
LETTER 0. 
MR. HEARTFREE, 


I Beg you would not acquaint my Huſband of 
A the trifling Debt between us; for as I know 
you to be a very good natured Man, I will truſt 
you with a Secret; he gave me the Money long 
ſince, to diſcharge it, which I had the ill Luck to 
| loſe at Play, You may be aſſured I will ſatisfy 
-you the firſt Opportunity, and am, Sir, 


JC_R. r 2 £4 r 2 ETAL) * 


Your very humble Servant 1 


CATH. RuBBERs, 


Pleaſe to preſent my Compliments to Mrs, 
L E T- 


. Heartfree. 
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LETTER TV. 


MR. ThouAs HEARTFTREE, SIR, 


OURS received; but as to Sum mentioned 
therein, doth not ſuit at preſent 


Your humble Servant 


PETER PouNck. 


LEBE 
SIR, 


AM fincerely ſorry it is not at preſent poſſible 

for me to comply with your Requeſt, eſpecially 
after ſo many Obligations received on my Side, 
of which I ſhall always entertain the moſt grate- 
ful Memory. I am very greatly concerned at 
your Misfortunes, and would have waited upon 
you in Perſon, but am not at preſent very well, 
and, beſides, am obliged to go this Evening to 


Vaux-hall, I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant 
| CHA. EAsv. 


P. S. I hope good Mrs. Heartfree and the dear 
little ones are well. | 1 


THERE werk more Letters to much the ſame 
Purpoſe ; but we propoſed giving our Reader a 
Vor. I. : Taſte 
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Taſte only. Of all theſe, the laſt was infinitely 
the moſt grating to poor Heartfree, as it came 
from one to whom, when in Diſtreſs, he had him- 
ſelf lent a conſiderable Sum, and of whoſe pre- 


ſent flouriſhing Circumſtances he was well aſſured. 
CHAP. VII. 


In which our Hero carries GREATNESS fo an 
immoderate Height. 


ET us remove, therefore, as faſt as we can 
this deteſtable Picture of Ingratitude, and 
preſent the much more agreeable Portrait of that 
Aſſurance to which the French very properly an- 
* had ſcarce 

done reading his Letters, when our Hero appeared 
before his Eyes; not with that Aſpect with which 
a pitiful Parſon meets his Patron, after having 
oppofed him at an Election, or which a Doctor 
wears, when ſneaking away from a Door, where 
he is informed of his Patient's Death; not with 
that down-caſt Countenance which betrays the 
Man, who, after a ſtrong Conflict between Virtue 
and Vice, hath ſurrendered his Mind to the Jat- 
ter, and is diſcovered in his firſt Treachery; but 
with that noble, bold, great Confidence with 


which a Prime Miniſter aſſures his Dependent, 


that the Place he promiſed him was diſpoſed of 
before. And ſuch Concern and Uneaſineſs as he 
expreſſes in his Looks on thoſe Occaſions did 


Wild teſtify on the firſt Meeting of his Friend. 


And as the ſaid Prime Miniſter chides you for Ne- 
elect of your Intereſt, in not having aſked in Time, 
ſo did our Hero attack Heartfree for his giving 
Credit to the Caunt ; and, without ſuffering him 
to make any anſwer, proceeded in a 1 i 

Words 
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Words to overwhelm him with Abuſe ; which, 


e however friendly its Intention might hs, was 
4 ſcarce to be outdone by an Enemy. By theſe 
. Means Heartfree, who might perhaps otherwiſe 


have vented ſome little Concern for that Recom- 
mendation which Wild had given him to the 
Count, was totally prevented from any ſuch En- 
deavour, and, like an invading Prince, when 
attacked in his own Dominions, forced to recall 
his whole Strength to defend himſelf at home. 
m This indeed he did ſo well by inſiſting on the 
id Figure and outward Appearance of the Count and 
at his Equipage, that Wild at length grew a little 
n more gentle, and with a Sigh ſaid, „I confeſs 
ce “ have the leaſt Reaſon of all Mankind to cen- 


IN 


ed e ſure another for an Imprudence of this Nature, 
ch 2 4 1 am myſelf the moſt eaſy to be impoſed 
ag upon, and indeed have been fo by this Count, 


or 6 « who. if he be inſolvent, hath cheated me of 
re ce five hundred Pounds. But, for my own Part, 
th “ ſaid he, I will not yet deſpair, nor would J have 
he © you. Many Men have found it convenient 
ue « to retire, or abſcond for a while, and afterwards 
i- « have paid their Debts, or at leaſt handſomely 
ut “ compounded them. This I am certain of, 
th « ſhould a Compoſition take place, which is the 
t, „ worſt I think that can be apprehended, I ſhall 
of be the only Loſer; for I ſhall think myſelf 
he “ obliged in Honour to repair your Loſs, even 
lid though you muſt confeſs it was principally 
id. Fovweing to your own Folly. Z — ds! had I 
e- « imagined it neceſſary, I would have cautioned 
e, « you; but I thought the Part of the Town 
ng « where he lived, ſufficient Caution not to truſt 
im « him. — And ſuch a Sum The Devil 
of 8 © muſt have been in you certainly!“ | 
ds * Tars 
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THr1s' was a Degree of Impudence beyond 
poor Mrs. Heartfree's Imagination. Tho' ſhe had 
before vented the moſt violent Execrations on 
mild, ſhe was now thoroughly ſatisfied of his In- 
nocence, and begged him not to inſiſt any longer on 
what he perceived fo deeply affected her Huſband. 
She ſaid, Trade could not be carried on without 
Credit, and ſurely he was ſufficiently juſtified in 
giving it to ſuch a Perfon as the Count appeared 
to be. Beſides, ſhe ſaid, Reflections on what was 
paſt and irretrievable would be of little Service; 
that their preſent Buſineſs was to conſider how to 
prevent the evil Conſequences which threatened, 
and firſt to endeavour to procure her Huſband his 
Liberty. Why doth he not procure Bail ? faid 
Wild. Alas! Sir, faid ſhe, we have applied to 
many of our Acquaintance in vain ; we have met 
with Excuſes even where we could leaſt expect 
them. © Not Bail] anſwered Wild, in a Paſ- 
© ſton, he ſhall have Bail, if there is any in the 
& World. It is now very late, but truſt me to 
« procure him Bail to Morrow Morning. | 

Mrs. Heartfree received theſe Profeſſions with 
Tears, and told Mild he was a Friend indeed. 
She then propoſed to ſtay that Evening with her 
Huſband; but he would not permit her, on ac- 
count of his little Family, whom he would not 
agree to truſt to the Care of Servants in this Time 
of Confuſion, ages : 

A Hackney Coach was then ſent for, but with- 
out Succeſs ; for theſe, like Hackney Friends, 
always offer themſelves in the Sun-ſhine, but are 
never to be found when you want them. And as 
for a'Chair, Mr. Snap lived in a Part of the Town 
which Chairmen very little frequent. The good 
Woman was therefore obliged to walk home, 

| whither 
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whither the gallant Vild offered to attend her as 
a Protector. This Favour was thankfully ac- 
cepted, and the Huſband and Wife having taken 
a tender Leave of each other, the former was 
locked in, and the latter lock'd out by the Hands 
of Mr. Snap himſelf. | | 
As this Viſit of Mr. 7774's to Heartfree may 
ſeem one of thoſe Paſlages in Hiſtory, which Wri- 
ters, Dratocanſir like, introduce only becauſe they 
dare; indeed as it may ſeem ſomewhat contra- 
dictory to the Greatneſs of our Hero, and may 
tend to blemiſh his Character with an Imputation 
of that kind of Friendſhip, which ſavours too 
much of Weakneſs and Imprudence; it may be 


neceſſary to account for this Viſit, eſpecially to 


our more ſagacious Readers, whoſe Satisfaction 


we ſhall always conſult in the moſt eſpecial Man- 
ner. They are to know then, that at the firſt 
Interview with Mrs. Heartfree, Mr. Wild had 
conceived that Paſiion, or Affection, or Friend- 


ſhip, or Deſire for that handſome Creature, which 


the Gentlemen of this our Age agree to call 
LOVE; and which is indeed no other than that 


kind of Affection which, aſter the Exerciſe of the 


Dominical Day is over, a luſty Divine is apt to 


conceive for the well-dreſt Surloin or handſome 
Buttock, which the well-edified *Squire, in Grati- 
tude, ſets before him, and which, ſo violent is his 
Love, he devours in Imagination the moment he 
ſees it. Not leſs ardent was the hungry Paſſion of 


our Hero, who, from the Moment he had caſt his 


Eyes on that charming Diſh, had caſt about in 
his Mind by what Method he might come at it. 
This, as he perceived, might moſt eaſily be effect- 


ed after the Ruin of Heartfree, which, for other 
Confiderations, he had intended. So he poſtponed 
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all Endeavours for this purpoſe, till he had firſt 


effected what, by Order of Time, was regularly 
to precede this latter Deſign : with ſuch Regu- 


larity did this our Hero conduct all his Schemes, 


and fo truly ſuperior was he to all the Efforts of 
Paſſion, which fo often diſconcert and diſappoint 
the nobleſt Views of others. 


CHAP, Ex. 


More GREATNESS in Wild. A low Scene Je- 


tween Mrs, Heartfree and her Children, and a 
Scheme of our Hero, worthy the higheſt Admi- 
ration, and even Aſtoniſhment. 


WE” firſt Vild conducted his Flame (or 
VV rather his Diſh, to continue our Meta- 
phor) from the Proprietor, he had projected a 
Beiign of conveying her to one of thoſe Eating- 
Houſes in Covent- Garen, where female Fleſh is 
deliciouſſy dreſt, and ſerved up to the greedy Ap- 
tites of young Gentlemen; but fearing leſt the 
thould not come readily enough into his Wiſhes, 
and that, by too eager and haſty a Purſuit, he 
ſhould fruftrate his future Expectations, and luckily 
at the ſame Time a noble Hint ſuggeſting it- 
felf to him, by which he might almoſt inevita- 
bly fecure his Pleaſure, together with his Profit, 
he contented himſelf with waiting on Mrs. Heart- 
Free home, and, after many Proteſtations of Friend- 
ſhip and Service to her Huſband, took his Leave, 
and promiſed. to viſtt her early in the Morning, 

and to conduct her back to Mr, Snap's. 
ILD now retired to a Night-Cellar, where 
he found feveral of his Acquaintance, with whom 
he ſpent the remaining Part of the Night in re- 
velling ; nor did the Taft Compaſſion for Heart- 
| fret's 
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S9 truly great was his Soul, that it was abſolutely 
compoſed, fave that an Apprehenſion of Miſs 
Tiſhy's making ſome Diſcovery (as ſhe was then 
in no good Temper towards him) a little ruffled 
and diiquieted the perfect Serenity he would other- 
wite have enjoyed. As he had, therefore, no 
Opportunity of ſeeing her that Evening, he wrote 
her a Letter full of ten thouſand Proteſtations of 
honourable Love, and (which he more depended 


on) containing as many Promiſes, in order to- 


bring the young Lady into good Humour, without 
acquainting her in the leaſt with his Suſpicion, or 


N her any Caution: For it was his conſtant 


axim, Never to put it into any one's Head to 
do you a Miſchief, by acquainting him that it is 
in his Power. 5 | 
Wr muſt now return to Mrs. Heartfree, who 
paſt a ſleepleſs Night in as great Agonies and Hor- 
rour for the Abſence of her Huſband, as a fine 


well-bred Woman would feel at the Return of 
her's from a long Voyage or Journey. In the 
Morning the Children being brought to her, the 


eldeſt aſked, where dear Papa was? At which 
ſhe could not refrain from burſting into Tears. 
The Child perceiving it, ſaid, Don't cry, Mamma, 
J am ſure Papa would not flay abread if he could 


help it, At theſe Words ſhe caught the Child in 


her Arms, and throwing herſelf into the Chair, 
in an Agony of Paſſion, cried out, No, my Child, 
nor fhall all the Malice of Hell keep us long a- 


ſunder. 


Tksk are Circumſtances which we ſhould 
not, for the Amuſement of fix or ſeven Readers 
only, have inſerted, had they not ferved to ſhew, 


F 4 which 
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free's Misfortunes diſturb the Pleaſure of his Cups. 


c 


that there are Weaknefles in vulgar Life, to 
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which great Minds are ſo entirely Strangers, that 
they have not even an Idea of them; and, ſe- 
condly, by expoſing the Folly of this low Crea- 
ture, to ſet off and elevate that Greatneſs of which 
we endeavour to draw a true Portrait in this 
Hiſtory. | 
VII entering the Room, found the Mother 
with one Child in her Arms, and the other at her 
Knee. After paying her his Compliments, he 
deſired her to diſmiſs the Children and Servant, 
for that he had ſomething of the greateſt Moment 
to impart to her. 3 
_ SHE immediately complied with his Requeſt, 
and, the Door being ſhut, aſked him with great 
Eagerneſs if he had ſucceeded in his Intentions of 
procuring the Bail. He anſwered, he had not 
endeavoured at it yet; for a Scheme had entered 
into his Head, by which ſhe might certainly pre- 
ſerve her Huſband, herſelf, and her Family. In 
order to which he adviſed her inſtantly to remove 
with the moſt valuable Jewels ſhe had to Hol- 
land, before any Statute of Bankruptcy iſſued to 
prevent her; that he would himſelf attend her 
thither, and place her in Safety, and then return 
to deliver her Huſband, who would be thus eaſily 
able to ſatisfy his Creditors. He added, that he 
was that Inſtant come from Snap's, where he 
had communicated the Scheme to Heartfree, who 
had greatly approved it, and deſired her to put it 
in Execution without Delay, concluding that a 
Moment was not to be loſt. 
TE Mention of her Huſband's Approbation 
left no Doubt in this poor Woman's Breaſt, the 
only defired a Moment's Time to pay him a Vi- 
ſit, in order to take her Leave. But Wild per- 
emptorily refuſed ; he ſaid by every Moment's 
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Delay ſhe riſqued the Ruin of her Family; 
that ſhe would be abſent only a few Days from 
him,/for that the Moment he had lodged her 
ſafe in Holland, he would return, procure her 
Huſband his Liberty and bring him to her. I have 
been the unfortunate, the innocent Cauſe of all 
my dear Tom's Calamity, Madam, faid he; and 
I will periſh with him, or ſee him out of it. Mrs. 


Heartfree overflowed with Acknowledgments of 


his Goodneſs; but ſtill begged: for the ſhorteſt 
Interview with her Huſband. Wild declared that 
a Minute's Delay might be fatal ; and added, tho? 
with the Voice of Sorrow rather than of Anger, 
that if ſhe had not Reſolution enough to execute 
the Commands he brought her from her Huſband, 
his Ruin would lie at her Door, and, for his own. 


Part, he muſt give up any farther meddling, in his. 


Affairs. | N 
SHE then propoſed to take her Children with. 


| her; but Wild would not permit it, ſaying, they 
would only retard their Flight, and that it would 


be properer for her Huſband to bring them. He 
at length abſolutely prevailed on this poor Wo- 


man, who immediately packed up the moſt va- 


luable Effects ſhe could find, and, after taking a 


tender Leave of her Infants, earneſtly commended 


them to the Care of a 7 faithful Servant. Then 


they called a Hackney-Coach, which conveyed 


them to an Inn, where they were furniſhed with 
a Chariot and ſix, in which they ſet forward for 


Harwich, © SH 08 

VID rode with an exulting Heart; ſecure, 
as he now thought himſelf, of the Poſſeſſion of 
that lovely Woman, together with a rich Cargo. 
In ſhort, he enjoyed in his Mind all the Happi- 
neſs which unbridled Luſt and rapacious Avarice 
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could promiſe him. As to the poor Creature, who 
was to ſatify thefe Paſſions, her whole Soul was 
employed in reflecting on the Condition of her 
Huſband and Children. A fingle Word ſcarce 
eſcaped her Lips, tho' many a Tear guſhed from 


her brilliant Eyes, which, if I may uſe a coarſe 


Expreſſion, ſerved only as delicious Sauce to 
heighten the Appetite of Wild. | 
CHAP. X. 
Sen- Adventures very new and ſurprixing. 
3 they arrived at Harwich, they found 
a Veſſel, which had put in there, juſt rea- 
dy to depart for Rotterdam. So they went im- 
mediately on board, and Hiled with a fair Wind; 
but they had hardly proceeded out of Sight .of 
Landy when a ſudden and violent Storm arofe, 


and drove them to the South Weſt ; inſomuch 


that the Captain apprehended it impoſſible to a- 
void the Goodwin Sands, and he and all his Crew 
gave themſelves for loſt. Mrs. Heartfree, who 
had no other Apprehenfions from Death, but thoſe 
of leaving her dear Huſband and Children, fell 
on her Knees to befeech the Almighty's Favour, 
when Wild, with a Contempt of Danger truly 
great, took a Reſolution as worthy to be admired 
perhaps as any recorded of the braveſt Hero, an- 
cient 'or modem ; a Refolution, which plainly 
proved him to have theſe two Qualifications fo 
neceſſary to a Hero, to be ſuperior to all the 
Energies of Fear or Pity. He faw the Tyrant 
Death ready to reſcue from him his intended 
Prey, which he had yet devoured only in Ima- 
gination. He therefore ſwore he would prevent 
him, and immediately attacked the poor Wretch R 

1 | who 
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Who was in the utmoſt Agonies of Deipair, firſt 
with Solicitation, and afterwards with Force. 

Mas. Heartfree, the Moment ſhe underſtood 
his Meaning, which, in her preſent Temper of 
Mind, and in the Opinion ſhe held of him, ſhe 
did not immediately, rejected him with all the 
Repulſes which Indignation and Horror could ani- 
mate: But when he attempted Violence, ſne 
filled the Cabin with her Shrieks, which were ſo 
vehement, that they reached the Ears of the Cap- 
tain, the Storm at this Time luckily abating. 
This Man, who was a Brute rather from his 
Education, and the Element he inhabited, than 
from Nature, ran haftily down to her Aſſiſtance, 
and finding her ſtruggling on the Ground with 
our Hero, he preſently reſcued her from her in- 
tended Raviſher; who was ſoon obliged to quit 
the Woman, in order to engage with her- luſty 
Champion, who _ neither Pains nor Blows 
in the Aſſiſtance of his fair Paſſenger. 

WHEN the ſhort Battle was over, in which our 
Hero, had he not been overpowered with Num- 
bers, who came down on their Captain's Side, 
would have been victorious; the Captain rapped 
out a hearty Oath, and aſked Wild, If he bad 
no more Chriſtianity in him than to raviſh a Wo- 
man in a Storm? To which the other greatly 
and ſullenly anſwered : It was very well; 
© but d——n him, if he had not Satisfaction 
© the Moment they came on Shore.” The Cap- 
tain with great ſcorn replied, Kif- ———&c. 
and then, forcing Wild out of the Cabin, he, at 
Mrs. Heartfree's Requeſt, locked her into it, and 
returned to the Care of his Ship. | 

THE Storm was now entirely ceaſed, and no- 
thing remained but the uſual ruffling of the Sea 

1 after 
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after it, when one of the Sailors ſpicd a Sail at a 
Diſtance, which the Captain wiſely apprehended 
might be a Privateer (for we were then engaged 
in a War with France) and immediately ordered 
all the Sail poſſible to be crowded ; but his Cau- 
tion was in vain; for the little Wind which thea 
blew, was directly adverſe ; ſo that the Ship bore 
down upon them, and ſoon appeared to be what 
the Captain had feared, a French Privateer. He 
was in no Condition of Reſiſtance, and imme- 
diately ſtruck on her firing the firſt Gun. The 
Captain of the Frenchman, with ſeveral of his 
Hands, came on board the Englih Veſſel ; which 
they rifled of every thing valuable, and, amon 

the reit, of poor Mrs. Heartfree's whole Cargo; 
and then taking the Crew, together with the two 
Paſſengers aboard his own Ship, he determined, 
as the other would be only a Burthen to him, to 
ſink her, ſhe being very old and leaky, and not 
worth going back with to Dunkirk, He pre- 
ſerved, therefore, nothing but the Boat, as his 
own was none of the beſt, and then pouring a 
Broad-fide into her, he ſent her to the bottom. 

TE French Captain, who was a very young 
Fellow, and a Man of Gallantry, was preſently 
enamoured to no ſmall Degree with his beautiful 
Captive ; and imagining Wild, from ſome Words 
he dropt, to be her Huſband, notwithſtanding the 
ill Affection towards him which appeared in her 
Looks, he aſked her, if ſhe underſtood French ? 
She anſwered in the Affirmative, for indeed ſhe 
did perfectly,well. He then aſked her, how long 


been married? She anſwered with a deep Sigh, 
and many Tears, that ſhe was married indeed, 
but not to that Villain, who was the ſole Cauſe of 


- all 


ſhe and that Gentleman (pointing to Wild) had | 
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all her Misfortunes. That Appellation raiſed a 
Curioſity in the Captain, and he importuned her 
in ſo preſſing, but gentle a manner to acquaint him 
with the Injuries ſhe complained of, that ſhe was 
at laſt prevailed on to recount to him the whole 
Hiſtory of her Afflictions. This ſo moved the 
Captain, who had too little Notions of Greatneſs, 
and ſo incenſed him againſt our Hero, that he re- 
folved to puniſh him ; and, without Regard to the 
Laws of War, he immediately ordered out his 
ſhattered Boat, and, making Wild a Preſent of 
half-a*dozen Biſcuits to prolong his Miſery, he 
put him therein, and then committing him to the 
Mercy of the Sea, proceeded on his Cruize. 


C4 A. P.- XI. 


The great and wonderful Behaviour of our © 
Hero in the Boat. FL 13 


T is probable, that a Deſire of ingratiating 
himſelf with his charming Captive, or rather 
Conqueror, had no little Share in promoting this 
extraordinary Act of illegal Juſtice; for the 


Frenchman had conceived the ſame Sort of Paſ- 


ſton, or Hunger, which Wild himſelf had felt, and 
was almoſt as much reſolved, by ſome Means or 
other, to ſatisfy it. We will leave him, however, at 
preſent, in the Purſuit of his Wiſhes, and attend 
our Hero in his Boat; ſince it is in Circumſtan- 
ces of Diſtreſs that true Greatneſs appears moſt 
wonderful. For, that a Prince in the midſt of 
his Courtiers, all ready to compliment him with 
his favourite Character, or Title, and indeed, 
with every thing elſe; or that a Conqueror, at 
the Head of an hundred thouſand Men, all pre- 
pared to execute his Will, how ambitious, wan- 
ton, 
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ton, or cruel ſoever, ſhould, in the Giddineſs of 
their Pride, elevate themſelves many Degrees above 


ed, or indeed accounted for, But that a Man 
in Chains, in Priſons, nay, in the vileſt Dun- 
3 ſhould with perſevering Pride, and obſtinate 

ignity, diſcover that vaſt Superiority in his 
oven Nature over the reſt of Mankind, who to 
a vulgar Eye ſeem much happier than himſelf; 
nay, that he ſhould difcover Heaven and Provi- 
dence (whoſe peculiar Care, it ſeems, he is) at 
that very Time at work for him; this i neng 
the Arcana of Greatneſs, to be perfectly under- 
ſtood only by an Adept in that Science. | 

War could be imagined more miſerable 
than the Situation of our Hero at this Seaſon, 
floating in a little Boat on the open Seas, without 
Oar, without Sail, and at the Mercy of the firſt 
Wave to overwhelm him? nay this was indeed 
the fair Side of his Fortune, as it was a much 


more eligible Fate than that Alternative, which 


threatened him with almoſt unavoidable Certain- 
ty, viz. Starving with Hunger, the ſure Conſe- 
quence of a Continuance of the Calm. 

Ovr Hero finding himſelf in this Condition, 
began to ejaculate a Round of Blaſphemies, 
which the Reader, without being over pious, 
might be offended at ſeeing repeated. He then 
accuſed the whole Female Sex, and the Paſhon 
of Love (as he called it) particularly that which 
he bore to Mrs. Heartfree, as the unhappy Oc- 
caſion of his preſent Sufferings. At length, find- 
ing himſelf deſcending too much into the Lan- 
guage of Meanneſs and Complaint, he ftopp'd 
ſhort, and foon after broke forth as follows. 


« D——n it, a Man can die but once, what 


«© ſignifies 
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« ſignifies it! Every Man muſt die, and when it 
« is over it is over. I never was afraid of any 
« thing yet, nor I won't begin now; no, d —N 
« me, won't J. What ſignifies Fear? I ſhall 
« die whether I am afraid or no: Who's afraid 
«© then, d n me?” At which Words he 
looked extremely fierce, but recollecting that no 
one was preſent to ſee him, he relaxed a little 
the Terror of his Countenance, and pauſing a 
white, repeated the Word, D n | * Sup- 
« poſe I ſhould be d-— ned at laſt, cries he, when! 
c never thought a Syllable of the Matter! I have 
often laughed and made a Jeſt about it, and 
yet it may he fo, for any Thing which I know | 
« to the contrary, If there ſhould be another 
&«& World it will go hard wich me, that is certain. 
« T fhall never eſcape for what I have done to 
« Feartfree, The Devil muſt have me for that 
« undoubtedly, The Devil! Pthaw ! T am not 
« ſuch a Fool to be frighten'd at him neither. 


c No, no; when a Man's dead, there is an End 


« of him. I wiſh I was certainly ſatisfred of it 
« tho? ; for there are fome Men of Learning, as 
« I have heard, of a different Opinion. +. is 

« but a bad Chance, methinks, I ſtand. If there 
© be no other World, why T ſhall be in no worſe 
« Condition than a Block or a Stone: But if 
&« there ſhould, - D— n me, Iwill think 


no longer about it.— Let a Pack of cowardly 


6 Raſcals be afraid of Death, I dare look him in 
& the Face. But ſhall I ſtay and be ftarved ! 
&« —No, I will eat up the Biſcuits the French Son 
«© of a, Whore beſtowed on me, and then leap 
ec into the Sea for Drink, ſince the unconſciona- 
ble Dog hath not allowed me a ſingle Dram.” 
Having thus faid, he proceeded immediately to 

| | put 
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put his Purpoſe in Execution, and as his Reſolu- 
tion never failed him, he had no ſooner diſpatched 
the ſmall Quantity of Proviſion, which his Enemy 
had with no vaſt Liberality preſented him, than 
he caſt himſelf headlong into the Sea. 


CHAP. XII. 
The flrange and yet natural Eſcape of our Hero. 
'G ws Hero having with wonderful Reſolution 


thrown himſelf into the Sea, as we mention- 
ed at the End of the laſt Chapter, was miracu- 
louſly within two Minutes after replaced in his 
Boat; and this without the Aſſiſtance of a Dol- 
phin or Sea-Horſe, or any other Fiſh or Animal, 
who are always as ready at Hand when a Poet 
or Hiſtorian pleaſes to call for them to carry a Hero 
through a Sea, as any Chairman at a Coffee- 
Houſe Door near St. James's, to convey a Beau 


over a Street, and preſerve his white Stockings. 
The Truth is, we do not chuſe to have any Re- 


courſe to Miracles, from the ſtrict Obſervance we 
pay to that Rule of Horace, 


Nec Deus interſit niſi dignus vindice nodus. 


The Meaning of which is, Do not bring in à ſu- 
fernatural Agent when you can do without him; 
and indeed, we are much deeper read in natural 
than ſupernatural Cauſes. We will therefore 
endeavour to account for this extraordinary Event 
from the former of theſe ; and in doing this it will 
be neceſſary to diſcloſe ſome profound Secrets to 
our Reader, extremely weil worth his knowing, 
and which may ſerve him to account for many 


Occurrences of the Phænomenous Kind which 


have formerly appeared in this our Hemiſphere. 


BE 


do . — 2 
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Bk it known then, that the Great Alma Mater 
Nature is of all other Females the moſt obſtinate, 
and tenacious of her Purpoſe. So true is that 


Obſervation, 
Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret. 


Which I need not render in Engliſb, it being to be 
found in a Book which moſt fine Gentlemen are 
forced to read. Whatever Nature, therefore, pur- 
poſes to herſelf, ſhe never ſuffers any Reaſon, De- 
ſign, or Accident, to fruſtrate. Now, tho” it may ſeem 
to a ſhallow Obſerver, that ſome Perſons were 
deſigned by Nature for no Uſe or Purpoſe what- 
ever; yet certain it is, that no Man is born into 
the World without his particular Allotment; viz. 
ſome to be Kings, ſome Stateſmen, ſome Embaſſa- 
dors, ſome Biſhops, ſome Generals, and ſo on. Of 
theſe there be two kinds, thoſe to whom Nature is ſo 
generous togive ſome Endowment, qualifying them 
for the Parts ſhe intends them afterwards to act on 
this Stage; and thoſe whom ſhe uſes as Inſtances 
of her unlimited Power, and for whoſe Prefer- 
ment to ſuch and ſuch Stations Solomon himſelf 
could have invented no other Reaſon than that 
Nature deſigned them fo. Theſe latter ſome 
great Philoſophers have, to ſhew them to be the 
Favourites of Nature, diſtinguiſhed by the ho- 
nourable Appellation of NATURALS. Indeed 
the true Reaſon of the general Ignorance of Man- 
kind on this Head ſeems to be this; That as Na- 
ture chuſes to execute theſe her Purpoſes by 
certain ſecond Cauſes, and as many of theſe 
ſecond Cauſes ſeem ſo totally foreign to her De- 
ſign, the Wit of Man, which, like his Eye, ſees 
beſt directly forward, and very little and imper- 
fectly, what is oblique, is not able to N 
| pb: 
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times have 
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End by the Means. Thus, how a handſome 
Wife or . ſhould contribute to execute 
her original Deſignation of a General; or how 


Flattery, or half a dozen Houſes in a Borough- 


Town, ſhould denote a Judge, or a Biſhop, 


he is not capable of comprehending. And, 


indeed, we ourſelves, wiſe as we are, are forc- 
ed to reaſon ab ectu, and if we had been 


aſked what Nature had intended ſuch Men for, 
before ſhe herſelf had by the Event demonſtrat- 


ed her dhe ao it is poſſible we might fome- 


” . 


uhinſpired, a Man of vaſt natural Capacity and 
much acquired Knowledge may feem by Nature 
deſigned for Power and Honour, rather than one 
remarkable only for the want of theſe, and indeed 
all other Qualifications ; whereas daily Experience 


 tonvinces us of the contrary, and drives us as it 


were into the Opinion IJ have here difcloſed. 
Now, Nature having originally intended our 


great Man for that final Exaltation, which, as it 
s the moſt proper and becoming End of all great 
Men, it were heartily 


| to be wiſhed they might 
all arrive at; would by no Means be diverted 


from her Purpoſe. She therefore no ſooner ſpied 


him in the Water, than ſhe ſoftly whiſpered in his 
Far to attempt the Recove f hts Boat; which 
Call he immediately el and being a good 
Swimmer, and it being a perfect Calm, with great 
F: acility accom pliſhed it. 5 


Tus we think this Paſſage in our Hiſtory, at 


firſt ſo greatly ſurpriſing, is very naturally account: 
ed for; and our Relation reſcued from the Pro- 
digious, which, tho? it often occurs in Biography, 
is not to be encouraged nor much commended on 
any Occaſion, unleſs when abſolutely neceſſary to 

prevent 


* 


been puzzled to declare; for it muſt 
be confeſſed, that at firſt Sight, and to a Mind 
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prevefit the Hiſtory's being at an End. . Secondly, 


We hope our Heto is | cans from that Impu- 
tation of want of Reſolution, which muſt have 
been fatal to the Greatneſs of his Character. 


CHAP. XIII. 
The Concluſion of the Boat Adventure, and the End 
of the ſecond Book. 


0 Hero paſs'd the Remainder of the Evening, 
O the Night, and the next Day, in a Condi- 
tion not much to be efvied by any Paſſion of the 
human Mind, unleſs by Ambition; which, pro- 
yided it can only entertain itfelf with the moſt 
diſtant Muſic of Fame's Trumpet, can diſdain all 
the Pleaſures of the Senſualiſt, and thoſe more 
ſolemn, tho' quieter Comforts, which a good 

Conſcience ſuggeſts to a Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
HE ſpent his Time in Contemplation, that is 
to ſay, Mm Blaſpheming, Curſin 3 and ſometimes 
Singing and Whiſtling. At laſt, when Cold and 
Hunger had almoſt ſubdued his native Fierceneſs, 
it being a good deal paft Midnight, and extremely 
dark, he thought he beheld a Light at a Diſtance, ' 
which the Cloudineſs of the Sky prevented his 
miſtaking for a Star: This Light, however, did 
not feem to approach him, at leaft it approached 
by ſuch imperceptible Degrees, that it gave him 
very little Comfort, and at length totally forſook 
him. He then renewed his Contemplation as 
before, in which he continued till the Day began 
to break; when, to his inexpreſſible Delight, he 
beheld a Sail at a very little Diſtance, and which 
luckily ſeemed to be making towards him. He 
was likewiſe ſoon eſpied by thoſe in the Veſſel, 
who wanted no Signals to inform them of his 
| Diſtreſs, 
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Diſtreſs, and as it was almoſt a Calm, and their 
Courſe lay within five hundred Yards of him, 
they hoiſted out their Boat and fetched him a- 
board. TE > 

THE Captain of this Ship was a Frenchman ; 
ſhe was laden with Deal from Norway, and had 
been extremely ſhattered in the late Storm. This 
Captain was of that kind of Men, who are ac- 
tuated by a general Humanity, and whoſe Com- 
paſſion can be raiſed by the Diſtreſs of a Fellow- 
Creature, though of a Nation whoſe King hath 
quarrelled with the Monarch of their own. He 
therefore commiſerating the Circumſtances of 
Wild, who had dreſs'd up a Story proper to impoſe 
on ſuch a ſilly Fellow; told him, that, as him- 
ſelf well knew, he muſt be a Priſoner on his Ar- 
rival in France, but that he would endeavour to 
procure his Redemption; for which our Hero 
greatly thanked him. But as they were making 
very flow Sail (for they had loſt their Main-maſt 
in the Storm) Vild ſaw a little Veſſel at a Di- 
ſtance, they being within a few Leagues of the 
Engliſh Shore, which, on Enquiry, he was in- 


formed was probably an Englih Fiſhing-Boat. 


And, it being then perfectly calm, he promiſed, 
that if they would accommodate him with a Pair 
of Scullers, he could get within Reach of the 
Boat, atleaſt near enough to make Signals to her; 
and he preferred any Riſque to the certain Fate 
of being a Priſoner. As his Courage was ſome- 
what reſtored by the Proviſions (eſpecially Bran- 
dy) with which the Frenchman had ſupplied him, 


he was ſo earneſt in his Entreaties, that the Cap- 


tain, after many Perſuaſions, at length complied; 
and he was furniſhed with Scullers, and with 


ſome Bread, Pork, and a Bottle of Brandy. Then, 
| | taking 
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taking Leave of his Preſervers, he again betook 
himſelf to his Boat, and rowed ſo heartily, that 
he ſoon came within the Sight of the Fiſherman, 
who immediately made towards him, and took 


him aboard. 


Fiſherman, than he begged him to make the ut- 
moſt Speed into Deal; for that the Veſſel which 


was ſtill in Sight, was a diſtreſſed Frenchman, 


bound for Havre de Grace, and might eaſily be 
made a Prize, if there was any Ship ready to go 


in Purſuit of her. So nobly and greatly did our 


Hero neglect all Obligations conferred on him 
by the Enemies of his Country, that he would 
have contributed all he could to the taking his 
Benefator, to whom he owed both his Life and 
„ Ilis Liberty. ; | | 
. TE Fiſherman took his Advice, and ſoon ar- 
„ Wiived at Deal, where the Reader will, I doubt 
ot, be as much concerned as Wild was, that 
tere was not a ſingle Ship prepared to go on the 
expedition. | | 
Our Hero now ſaw himſelf once more ſafe on 
Terra firma; but unlukily at ſome Diſtance from 
„kat City where Men of Ingenuity can moſt ea- 
r ily ſupply their Wants without the Aſſiſtance of 
e Money, or rather can moſt eaſily procure Money 
for the ſupply of their Wants. However, as his 
Talents were ſuperior to every Difficulty, he 
- tamed fo dextrous an Account of his being a 
Merchant, having been taken and plundered by 
the Enemy, and of his great Effects in London, 
hat he was not only heartily regaled by the Fiſh- 
erman at his Houſe; but made ſo handſome a 
Booty by. way of Borrowing, a Method of Tak- 
ng which we have before mentioned to have his 
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Apprabation, that he was enabled to provide him- 


+ Gf with a Place in the Stage-Coach ; which (as 
Bod permitted it to perform the Journey) brought 


him, at the appointed time, to an Inn in the 
Metropolis. | 

AND now, Reader, as thou canſt be in no Suſ- 
penſe for the Fate of our great Man, ſince we 
have returned him ſafe to the principal Scene of 
his Glory, we will a little look back on the For- 
tunes of Mr. Heartfree, whom we left in no ve- 
ry pleaſant Situation ; but of this we ſhall treat 
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B O O K III. 
CHAP. L „ 


The low and pitiful Behaviour of Heartfree 3 and 
the faoliſh Condu#t of his Apprentice. 


H I'S Misfortunes did not entirely prevent 


Heartfree from cloſing his Eyes. On the 

contrary, he ſlept ſeveral Hours the firſt 
Night of his Confinement. However, he perhaps 
paid too ſeyerely dear both for his Repoſe, and 
for a ſweet Dream which accompanied it, and re- 
preſented his little Family in one of thoſe tender 
Scenes, which hac frequently paſs'd in the Days of 
his Happineſs and Proſperity, when the Proviſion 
they were making for the future Fortunes of their 
Children uſed to be one of the moſt agreeable Fo- 
pics of Diſcourſe, with which he and his Wife 
entertained themſelves. The Feskarenes of Op 
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Viſion, therefore, ſerved only, on his awaken- 
ing, to ſet forth his preſent Mifery with additional 
Horror, and to heighten the dreadful Ideas which 
now crowded on his Mind. | 
HE had ſpent a conſiderable Time after his 
firſt riſing from the Bed on which he had, with- 
out undreſſing, thrown himſelf, and now began 
to wonder at Mrs. Heartfree's long Abſence ; but 
as the Mind is defirous (and perhaps wiſely too) 
to comfort itſelf with drawing the moſt flattering 
Concluſions from all Events; ſo he hoped the 
longer her Stay was, the more certain was his 
Deliverance. At length his Impatience prevailed, 
2/4 and he was juſt going to diſpatch a Meſſenger to 
4 | his own Houſe, when his Apprentice came to 
1 pay him a Viſit, and, on his Enquiry, informed 
\ him, that his Wife had departed in Company 
_ with Mr. Wild many Hours before, and had car- 
| ried all his moſt valuable Effects with her; adding 
1 at the ſame time, that ſhe had herſelf poſitively 
4 acquainted him ſhe had her Huſband's expreſs . 
4 Orders for ſo doing, and that ſhe was gone to 
44 Holland. _ 5 
| Ir is the Obſervation of many wiſe Men, 
who have ſtudied the Anatomy of the human Soul 
with more Attention than our young Phyſicians 
was were beſtow on that of the Body, that great 
and violent Surprize hath a different Effect from 
that which is wrought in a good Houſewife by per- 
ceiving any Diſorders in her Kitchen; who, on 
ſuch Occaſions, commonly ſpreads the Diſorder, 
not only over her whole Family, but over the | 
whole Neighbourhood. Now, theſe great Cala- 
mities, eſpecially when ſudden, tend to ſtifle and 
deaden all the Faculties, inſtead of rouſing ; 
them; and accordingly Herodotus tells us a | 
| | Story 
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Story of Crs King of Lydia, who, on be- 
holding his Servants and Courtiers led captive, 
wept bitterly; but when he ſaw his Wife and 
Children in that Condition, ſtood ſtupid and mo- 
tionleſs ; fo ſtood poor FHeartfree on this Rela- 
tion of his Apprentice, nothing moving but his 
Colour, which entirely forſook his Countenance. 
THE Apprentice, who had not in the leaſt 
doubted the Veracity of his Miſtreſs, perceiving 
the Surprize which too viſibly appeared in his 
Maſter, became ſpeechleſs likewiſe, and both re- 
mained filent ſome Minutes, gazing with Aſto- 
niihment and Horror at each other. At laſt 
Heartfree cry'd out in an Agony: My Wife 
“ deſerted me in my Misfortunes !” Heaven 
forbid, Sir, anſwered the other. And what is 
e become of my poor Children, replied Heart- 
« free?” They are at home, Sir, ſaid the Ap- 
prentice. Heaven be praiſed ! She hath for- 
faken them too, cries Heartfree : Fetch them 
& hither this Inſtant. Go, my dear Jacł, bring 
6 hither my little All which remains now: Fly, 
& Child, if thou doſt not intend likewiſe to for- 
& fake me in my Afflictions.“ The Youth an- 
ſwered he would die ſooner than entertain ſuch a 
Thought, and begging his Maſter to be com- 
forted, inſtantly obeyed his Orders. 11 
HEARTFREE, the Moment the young Man 
was departed, threw himſelf on his Bed in an 
Agony of Deſpair; but, recollecting himſelf after 
he had vented the firſt Sallies of his Paſſion, he 
began to queſtion the Infidelity of his Wife, as a 
Matter impoſſible. He ran over in his Thoughts 
the uninterrupted Tenderneſs which ſne had always 
ſhewn him, and, for a Minute, blamed the Raſh 


* 


neſs of his Belief againſt her; till the many Cir- 
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cumſtances of her having left him ſo long, and 
neither writ nor ſent to him fince her Departure 
with all his Effects, and with Wild, of whom he 
was not before without Suſpicion; and laſtly and 
chiefly, her falſe Pretence to his Commands, en- 
tirely turned the Scale, and convinced him of her 
Diſloyalty. | 

WHILE he was in theſe Agitations of Mind, 
the good Apprentice, who had uſed the utmoſt Ex- 
pedition, brought his Children to him. He em- 
braced them with the moſt paſſionate Fondnels, 
and imprinted numberleſs Kiſſes on their little 
Lips. The little Girl flew to him with almoſt as 
much Eagerneſs as he himſelf expreſt at her Sight, 
and cry'd out: O Papa, why did you not come 


„home to poor Mamma all this while; I thought 


you would not have left your little Nancy fo 
<6 Jong.” After which he aſked her for her Mother, 
and was told ſhe had kiſs'd them both in the 
Morning, and cried very much for his Abſence. 
All which 8 a Flood of Tears into the Eyes 
of this weak, filly Man, who had not Greatneſs 
ſufficient to conquer theſe low Efforts of Ten- 
derneſs and Humanity. | 7 

HE then proceeded to enquire of the Maid-ſer- 
vant, who acquainted him, that ſhe knew no 
more than that her Miſtreſs had taken Leave of 
her Children in the Morning with many Tears 
and Kiffes, and had recommended them in the 
moſt earneſt manner to her Care; ſhe faid, ſhe 


had promiſed faithfully to take Care of them, 


and would, while they were entruſted to her, ful- 
fil her Promiſe. For which Profeflion Heartfree 


expreſſed much Gratitude to her; and, after in- 


dulging himſelf with ſome little Fondneſſes, which 
: | we 
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we ſhall not relate, he delivered his Children in- 
to the good Woman's Hands, and diſmiſſed her. 


CHAP. II. 


A Soliloguy of Heartfree's full of low and baſe 
Ideas, without a Syllable of GREATNESs. 


EING now alone, he ſat ſome ſhort Time 
ſilent, and then burſt forth into the follow- 
ing Soliloquy : 

« Wnar fhall I do? Shall 1 abandon my- 
“ ſelf to a diſpirited Deſpair, or fly in the Face 
„of the Almighty! Surely both are unwor- 
„thy of a wiſe Man; for what can be more 
% vain than weakly to lament my Fortune, if 
« irretrievable, or, if Hope remains, to offend 
that Being, who can moſt {trongly A g- it: 
„But are my Paſſions then vo ? Am! 
„ fo abfolutely their Maſter, that I can refolve' 
„ with myſelf, fo far only will I grieve? Cer- 
„ tainly no. Reaſon, however we flatter our- 
„ ſelves, hath not fuch deſpotic Empire in our 
«© Minds, that it can, with imperial Voice, huſh 
all our Sorrow in a Moment. Where then is 
its Uſe? For either it is an empty Sound, 
«© and we are deceived in thinking we have 
«© Reafon, or it is given us to ſome End, and 
„ hath a Part aſſigned it by the All-wiſe Crea- 
tor. Why, what can its Office be, other than 
% juſtly to weigh the Worth of all Things, and 
to Grect us to that Perfection of human Wiſ- 
dom, which proportions our Eſteem of every 
1 Ode by its real Merit, and prevents us from 
over or under valuing whatever we hope 
„for, we enjoy, or we loſe. It doth not fool- 
bs "wy ſay to us, Be not glad or Be not ſorry, which 
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would be as vain and idle, as to bid the purl- 
ing River ceaſe to run, or the raging Wind to 
blow. Tt prevents us only from exulting, like 
Children, when we receive a Toy, or from 
lamenting when we are deprived of it. Sup- 
poſe then I have loſt the Enjoyments of this 
World, and my Expectation of future Pleaſure 
and Profit is for ever diſappointed ; what Re- 
lief can my Reaſon afford? What, unleſs it 
can ſhew me I had fixed my Affections on a 
Toy; that what I deſired was not, by a wiſe 
Man, eagerly to be affected, nor its Loſs vio- 
lently deplored ; for there are Toys adapted to 
all Ages, from the Rattle to the Throne; 
and perhaps the Value of all is equal to 
their ſeveral Poſſeſſors; for if the Rattle pleaſes 
the Ears of the Infant, what can the Flattery 
of Sycophants give more to the Prince. The 
latter is as far from examining into the Rea- 
lity and Source of his Pleaſure, as the former; 


for if both did, they muſt both equally deſpiſe - 


it, And ſurely if we conſider them ſeriouſly, 
and compare them together, we ſhall be forced 
to conclude all thoſe Pomps and Pleaſures, of 
which Men are fo fond, and which, through 
ſo much Danger and Difficulty, with ſuch Vio- 
lence and Villainy they purſue, to be as worth- 
leſs Trifles as any expoſed to Sale in a Toy- 
ſhop. I have often noted my little Girl view- 
ing, with eager Eyes, a jointed Baby; I have 
marked the Pains and Solicitations ſhe hath 
uſed, till I have been prevailed on to indulge 
her with it. At her firſt obtaining it, what 
Joy hath ſparkled in her Countenance ! with 
what Raptures hath ſhe taken Poſſeſſion ; but 
how little Satisfaction hath ſhe found in it 

„ What 
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What Pains to work out her Amuſement from 
it! Its Dreſs muſt be varied; the Tinfel Or- 
naments which firſt caught her Eyes, produce 
no longer Pleaſure ; ſhe endeavours to make 
it ſtand and walk in vain, and is conſtrained 
herſelf to ſupply it with Converſation. Ina 
Day's time it is thrown by and neglected, and 
ſome leis coſtly Toy preferred to it. How 
like the Situation of this Child is that of every 
Man! What Difficulties in the Purſuit of his. 
Deſires! What Inanity in the Poſſeſſion of 
moſt, and Satiety in thoſe which ſeem more 
real and ſubſtantial! The Delights of moſt 
Men are as childiſh and as ſuperficial as that 
of my little Girl; a Feather or a Fiddle are 
their Purſuits and their Pleaſures through Life, 
even to their ripeſt. Years, if ſuch Men may 
be faid to attain any Ripeneſs at all. But let 
us ſurvey thoſe whoſe Underſtandings are of 
a more elevated and refined Temper : how 
empty do they ſoon find the World of Enjoy- 
ments worth their Deſire or attaining! How 
ſoon do they retreat to Solitude and Contem- 
plation, to Gardening, and Planting, and 
ſuch rural Amuſements, where their Trees 
and they enjoy the Air and the Sun in com- 
mon, and both vegetate with very little Dif- 
ference between them. But ſuppoſe (which 
neither Truth nor Wiſdom will allow) we 
could admit ſomething more valuable and ſub- 
ſtantial in theſe Bleſſings, would not the Un- 
certainty of their Poſſeſſion be alone ſufficient 
to lower their Price ? How mean a Tenure is 
that at the Will of Fortune, which Chance, 
Fraud, and Rapine are every Day ſo likely to 


deprive us of, and often the more likely, by 
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% how much the greater Worth our Poſſeſſions 
“ are of! Is it not to place our Affections on 
© a Bubble in the Water, or on a Picture in the 
« Clouds! What Mad-man would build a fine 
« Houſe, or frame a beautiful Garden on Land 
„ in which he held ſo uncertain an Intereſt ! But 
„again, was all this leſs undeniable, did For- 


<6 tune, . the Lady of our Manor, leaſe to us 


© for our Lives; of how little Conſideration muſt 
even this Term appear? For admitting that 
<< theſe Pleaſures were not liable to be torn from 
„ us; how certainly muſt we be torn from them 
<< Perhaps To-morrow,——Nay or even ſooner : 


<< For, as the excellent Poet ſays, 


c Where is To-morrow ? In the other 
« World. | 

C To thouſands this is true, and the Re- 
% verſe \ 


Is ſure to none. 


<< But if I have no further Hope in this World, 
„ can] have none beyond it? Surely thoſe labori- 
„% ous Writers, who have taken ſuch infinite Pains 
<<. to deſtroy or weaken all the Proofs of Futu- 
< rity, have not ſo far ſucceeded as to exclude us 
<< from Hope. That active Principle in Man, 
*© which with ſuch Boldneſs puſhes us on through 
c every Labour and Difficulty, to attain the moſt 


'« diftant and moſt improbable Event in this 


„World, will not ſurely deny us a little flatter- 
* Proſpect of thoſe beautiful Manſions, which, 
« if they could be thought chimerical, muſt be 
„ allowed the lovelieſt which can entertain the 
„Eye of Man; and to which the Road, if we un- 
«* derſtand it rightly, appears tohave ſo few Thorns 
and Briers in it, and torequire ſo little Labour and 
6 Fa. 
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F atigue from thoſe who ſhall paſs through 
it, that its Ways are truly ſaid to be Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all its Paths to be thoſe of 
Peace, If the Proofs of Chriſtianity be as ftrong 
as I imagine them, ſurely enough may be de- 
duced from that Ground only to comfort and 
ſupport the moiſt miſerable Man in lus Af- 
fictions. And this I think my Reaſon tells 
me, that if the Profeſſors and Propagators of In- 
fidelity are in the right, the Lads which 
Death brings to the Virtuous are not worth. 
their lamenting ; but if theſe are, as certainly 
they ſeem, in the wrong, the Bleflings it pro- 
cures them are not ſufficiently to be coveted 
and rejoiced at. 


« On my own Account then, I have no cauſe 


for Sorrow, but on my Childrens — ! Why, 

the ſame Being to. whoſe Goodneſs and Power 
I entruſt my own Happineſs, is likewiſe as able 
and as willing to procure theirs, Nor matters it 
what State of Life is allotted for them, whetherit 
be their Fate to procure Bread with their own 
Labour, or to eat it at the Sweat of others. Per- 
haps, if we conſider the Caſe with proper At- 


tention, or reſolve it with due Sincerity ; the 
former is much the ſweeter, , The Hind 


may be more happy than the Lord ; for his 
Defires are fewer, and thoſe ſuch as are at- 


tended with more Hope and leſs Fear. I will 


do my utmoſt to lay the Foundations of my 
Childrens Happineſs, I will carefully avoid 
educating them in a Station ſuperior to their 
Fortune, and for the Event truſt to that Be- 
ing in whom whoever rightly confides, muſt 
be ſuperior to all n Sorrows.“ 
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Id this low Manner, did this poor Wretch 
proceed to argue, till he had worked himſelf up 
into an Enthuſiaſm, which by Degrees ſoon be- 
came invulnerable to every human Attack; ſo 
that when Mr. Snap acquainted him with the 
Return of the Writ, and that he muſt carry him 
to Newgate, he received the Meſſage as Socrates 
did the News of the Ship's Arrival, and that he 

was to prepare for Death. 


C HAP. III. 


IP herein our Hero proceeds in the Road" to 
GREATNESS, 


UT we muſt not detain our Reader too long 

with theſe low Characters. He is doubtlefs 

as impatient as the Audience at the Theatre, till 

the principal Figure returns on the Stage; we 

will therefore. indulge his Inclination, and purſue 
the Actions of the great WILD. 

THERE happened to be in the Stage- Coach, 
in which Mr. Mild travclled from Dover, a cer- 
tain young Gentleman who had fold an Eſtate in 
Rent, and was going to Lendon to receive the 
Money. There was likewiſe a handſome young 
Woman who had left her Parents at Canterbury, 
and was procceding to the ſame City, in order 
(as the informed her Fellow Travellers) to make 
her Fortune. With this Girl the young Spark 
was ſo much enamoured, that he publicly acquain- 
ted her with the Purpoſe of his Journey, and 
offered her a conſiderable Sum in Hand and a 
Settlement, if ſhe would conſent to return with 


him into the Country, where ſhe would be at a. 


fafe Diſtance ſrom her Relations. Whether ſhe 
accepted this Propoſal or no, we are not able with 
any 


— 
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any tolerable Certainty to deliver: But Hild, the 
Moment he heard of this Money, began to caſt 
about in his Mind by what Means he might be- 
come Maſter of it. He entred into a long Ha- 
rangue about the Methods of carrying Money 
ſafely on the Road, and faid, he had at that Time 
two Bank Bills of a hundred Pounds each ſowed 
in his Coat; which, added he, is fo ſafe a Way, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible I ſhould be in any - 
Danger of being robbed by. the moſt cunning 
Highwayman. fi, 

THz young Gentleman, who was no Deſcen- 
dant of Solomon, or, if he was, did not, any more 
than ſome other Deſcendants of wife Men, inherit 
the Wiſdom of his Anceſtor, greatly approved Wild's 
Ingenuity, and thanking him for his Information, 
declared he would follow his Example when he re- 
turned into the Country: By which Means he pro- 
poſed to ſave the Premium commonly taken for the 
Remittance. WMñild had then no more to do but 
to inform himſelf rightly of the Time of the Gen- 
tleman's Journey, which he did with great Cer- 
tainty, before they ſeparated. | 

Ar his Arrival in Town, he fixed on two 
whom he regarded as the moſt reſolute of his 
Gang for this Enterprize ; and accordingly hav- 
ing ſummoned the principal, or molt deſperate, as 
he imagined him, of theſe two (for he never choſe 
to communicate in the Preſence of more than one) 
he propoſed to him the robbing and murthering 

this gentleman. | | 
Ma. Marybone (for that was the Gentleman's 
Name to whom he applied) readily agreed to the 
Robbery; but he heſitated at the Murther. He 
ſaid, as to Robbery, he had, on much weighing 
and conſidering the Matter, very well reconciled 
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his Conſcience to it; for tho' that noble Kind of 


Robbery which was executed on the Highway, 


was from the Cowardice of Mankind lefs fre- 


quent, yet the baſer and meaner Species ſome- 


times called Cheating, but mere commonly 
known by the Name of Robbery within the Law, 


| was in a Manner univerſal. He did not there- 


fore pretend to the Reputation of being fo much 
honeſter than other People ; but could by no 
Means ſatisfy himſelf in the Commiſſion of Mur- 
ther, which was a Sin of the moſt hemous Na- 
ture, and ſo immediately profecuted by God's 
Judgment, that it never paſſed undiſcovered or 
unpuniſhed. | 

WiLD, with the utmoſt Diſdain in his Coun- 
tenance, anſwered as follows. Art thou he 
„ whom I have ſelected out of my whole Gang 
& for this glorious Undertaking, and doft thou 
cant of God's Revenge againſt Murther. You 
have, it ſeems, reconciled your Conſcience (a 
« pretty Word) to Robbery from its being to - 
„ common. Is it then the Novelty of Murther 


* which deters you? Do you imagine that Guns, 


<< and Piſtols, and Swords, and Knives, are the 
„only Inſtruments of Death? Look into the 
& World, and ſee the Numbers whom broken 
„Fortunes and broken Hearts bring untimely 
to the Grave. To omit thoſe glorious Heroes, 
„ who, to their immortal Honour, have maſſa- 
« cred whole Nations, what think you of private 
«« Perſecution, 'Treachery, and Slander, by which 
«© the very Souls of Men are in a Manner torn 
“from their Bodies? Is it not more generous, 
«© nay, more good-natured, to ſend a Man to 
his Reſt; than after having plundered him of 
„ all he hath, or from Malice or Malevolence 

| | „% deprived 


<> 


« deprived him of his Character, to puniſh him 


« with a languiſhing Death, or what is worſe, 
& a languiſhing Life? Murther, therefore, is 
% not ſo uncommon as you weakly conceive it, 
„ tho”, as you ſaid of Robbery, that more noble 
Kind, which lies within the Paw of the Law, 
«© may be ſo. But this is the moſt innocent in 
„him who doth it, and the moſt eligible to him 
« who is to ſuffer it. Believe me, Lad, the 
„Tongue of a Viper is leſs hurtful than that of 
% a Slanderer, and the gilded Scales of a Rattle- 
Snake leſs dreadful than the Purſe of the Op- 
„ preſſor. Let me therefore hear no more of 
* your Scruples; but conſent to my Propoſal 
« without further Heſitation, unleſs, like a 
Woman, you are afraid of blooding your 
“ Cloaths, or like a Fool are terrified with the 
„ Apprehenſions of being hanged in Chains. 
„Take my Word for it, you had better be an 
*« honeſt Man than half a Rogue. Do not think 
of continuing in my Gang without abandon- 
ing yourſelf abſolutely to my Pleaſure ; for no 
Man ſhall ever receive a Favour at my Hands, 
© who ſticks at any thing, or is guided by any 
other Law than that of my Will.“ 

WII p thus ended his Speech, which had not 
the deſired Effect on Marybone : He agreed to the 
Robbery, but would not undertake the Murther, 
as Wild (who feared that by Marybone ss demand- 
ing to ſearch the Gentleman's Coat he might 
hazard Suſpicion himſelf) inſiſted. Marylone 
was immediately entered by Wd in his Black- 
Book, and was preſently after impeached and exe- 
cuted, as a Fellow on whom his Leader could not 
place ſufficient Dependance, thus falling, as many 

e G 6 , Rogues 


132 The LIFE of Book IN. 


Rogues do, a Sacrifice not to his Roguery, but to 
his Conſcience. 


CHAP. iv. 


In which a young Hero, of wonderful good Promiſe, 
= makes his firſt Appearance, with many other 
GREAT MATTERS. 


O Hero next applied himſelf to another 
of his Gang, who inſtantly received his 
Orders, and inſtead of heſitating at a ſingle Mur- 
ther, aſked if he ſhould blow out the Brains of all 
the Paſſengers, Coachman and all. But Wild, 
whoſe Moderation we have before noted, would 
not permit him ; and therefore having given him 
an exact Deſcription of the devoted Perſon, with 
his other neceſſary Inſtructions, he diſmiſſed him, 
vith ſtricteſt Orders to avoid, if poſſible, doing 
hurt to any other Perſon. 

Tnz Name of this Youth, who will hereafter 
make ſome Figure in this Hiſtory, being the 
Achates of our Aineas, or rather the Hæpheſtien 
of our Alexander, was Fireblood. He had every 
Qualification to make a Second-Rate GREAT 
MA; or in other Words, he was completely 
equipped. for the Tool of a real or Firſt-Rate 
GREAT MAN. We ſhall therefore (which is the 
propereſt Way of dealing with this Kind of 
GREATNESS) deſcribe him negatively, and con- 
tent ourſelves with telling our Reader what Qua- 
lities he had not: In which Number were Hu- 
manity, Modeſty, and Fear, not one Grain of 
any of which was mingled in his whole Compo- 
ſition, 8 5 

WE will now leave this Youth, who was eſ- 
tcemed the moſt promiſing of the whole Gang, 

an 
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and whom Wild often declared to be one of the 
prettieſt Lads he had ever ſeen, of which Opini- 
on, indeed, were moſt other People of his Ac- 
quaintance; we will however leave him at his 
Entrance on this Enterprize, and keep our Atten- 
tion fixed on our Hero, whom we ſhall obſerve 
taking large Strides towards the Summit of human 


Glory. 


WiLD, immediately at his Return to Town, 


went to pay a Viſit to Miſs Letitia Snap ; for he 
had that Weakneſs of ſuffering himſelf to be en- 
ſlaved by Women, ſo naturally incident to Men 
of Heroic Diſpoſition ; to ſay the Truth, it might 
more properly be called a Slavery to his own Ap- 
petite; for could he have fatished that, he had 
not cared three Farthings what had become of 
the little Tyrant for whom he profeſs'd fo violent a 
Regard. Here he was informed that Mr. Heart- 
free had been conveyed to Newgate the Day be- 
fore, the Writ being then returnable. He was 
ſomewhat concerned at this News ; not from any 
Compaſion for the Misfortunes of Heartfree, 
whom he hated with ſuch Inveteracy, that one 
would have imagined he had ſuffered the fame 
Injuries from him which he had done towards 
him, His Concern therefore had another Mo- 
tive: In Fact, he was uneaſy at the Place of Mr. 
Heartfree's Confinement, as it was to be the Scene 
of his future Glory, and where conſequently he 
ſhould be frequently obliged to ſee a Face which 
Hatred, and not Shame, made him deteſt the 
Sight of, 

To prevent this, therefore, ſeveral Methods 


ſuggeſted themſelves to him. At firſt, he thought 


of removing him out of the Way by the ordinary 
Method of Murther, which he doubted not but 
„„ N Frireùlood 
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134 Ve LIFE of Book III. 


Fireblood would be very ready to execute; for that 
1 
his Eyes, he thought there w0as no better Paſtime 
than blowing a Man's Brains out. But beſides 
the Danger of this Method, it did not look hor- 
rible nor barbarous enough for the laſt Miſchief 
which he ſhould do to Heartfree, Confidering, 
therefore, a little farther with himſelf, he at length 
came to a Reſolution to hang him if poffible, the 
very next Seſſions. | 
Now, tho* the Obfervation, How apt Men ore 
fo hate thoſe they injure, or how unforgiving they 
are of the Injuries they do themſelves, be common 
enough, yet I donot remember to have ever ſeen the 
Reaſon of this ſtrange Phenomenon as at firſt it 
appears. Know therfore, Reader, that with 
much and-ſevere Scrutmy we have diſcovered this 
Hatred to be founded on the Paffion of Fear, and 
to ariſe from an Apprehenſion that the Perſon 
whom we have ourſelves greatly injured, will uſe 
all poffible Endeavours to revenge and retaliate 
the Injuries we have done him. An Opinion ſo 
firmly eftabliſhed in bad and Great Minds (and 
thoſe who confer Injuries on others, have ſeldom 
very good, or mean ones) that no Benevolence 
nor even Beneficence on the injured Side, can 
eradicate it. On the contrary they refer all theſe 
Acts of Kindneſs to Impoſture and Deſign of lull- 
ing their Suſpicion, till an Opportunity offers of 
ftriking a furer and ſeverer Blow; and thus while 
the good Man who hath received it, hath truly 
forgotten the Injury, the evil Mind which did it, 
hath it in lively and freſh Remembrance. | 
As we ſcorn to keep any Diſcoveries. ſecret 
from our Readers, whoſe Inſtruction, as well as 
Diverſion, we have greatly conſidered in this 
| Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory, we have here digreſſed ſomewhat to com- 
municate the following thort Leſſon to thoſe who 
are ſimple, and well inclined ; 7% as a Chriſtian 
thou art obliged, and we adviſe thee to forgive thy 
Enemy; NEVER TRUST THE MAN WHO HATH 
RE ASON TO SUSPECT THAT YOU KNOW HE 
HATH INJURED YOU, . 


CHAP. V. 
More and more GREATNESS, unparalleled in Hiſ- 


tory or Romance, 


N order to accompliſh this great and noble 

Scheme, which the vaſt Genius of Wild had 
contrived, the firft neceſſary Step was to regain 
the Confidence of Heartfree. But however ne- 
ceflary this was, it ſeemed to be attended with 
ſuch infurmountable Difficulties, that even our 
Hero for ſome time deſpaired of Succeſs. He was 
greatly ſuperior to all Mankind in the Steadineſs 
of his Countenance, but this Undertaking ſeemed 
to require more of that noble Quality than had 
ever been the Portion of a Mortal. However at 
laſt he reſolved to attempt it, and from his Succeſs, 
I think, we may fairly aſſert, that what was 
faid by the Latin Poet of Labour, that it conguers 
all things, is much more true when applied to 
Impudence. | 

WHEN he had formed his Plan, he went to 
Newgate, and burſt refolutely into the Preſence 
of Heartfree, whom he eagerly embraced and 
kiffed ; and then, firſt arraigning his own Rafſh- 
neſs, and afterwards lamenting his unfortunate 
want of Succeſs, he acquainted him with the Par- 
ticulars of what had 'l:appened ; concealing only 
that fingle Incident of his Attack on _—__ 
: | * 


* 
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Wife, and his Motive to the Undertaking, which 
he aſſured Heartfree was a Deſire to preſerve his 
Effects from a Statute of Bankruptcy. 

THe frank Openneſs of this Declaration, with 
the Compoſure of Countenance with which it 
was delivered; his feeming only ruffled by the 
Concern for his Friend's Misfortune ; the Proba- 
bility of Truth attending it, joined to the Bold- 
neſs and diſintereſted Appearance of this Viſit, 
together with his many Profeſſions of immediate 
Service, at a Time when he could not have the 
leaſt viſible Motive from Self-Love; and above 
all his offering him Money, the laſt and ſureſt 
Token of Friendſhip, ruſhed with ſuch united 
Force on the well-diſpoſed Heart, as it is vul- 
garly called, of this ſimple Man, that they inſtant- 
ly ſtaggered and ſoon ſubverted all the Deter- 
mination he had before made in Prejudice of 
Mild. Who perceiving the Balance to be turn- 


ing in his Favour, preſently threw in a hundred 


Imprecations on his own Folly and ill-adviſed 


Forwardneſs to ſerve his Friend, which had thus 
unhappily produced his Ruin; he added as many 
Curſes on the Count, whom he vowed to pur- 
ſue with Revenge all over Europe: Laſtly, he caſt 
in ſome Grains of Comfort, aflufng Heartfree 
that his Wife was fallen into the tleſt Hands, 
that ſhe would be carried no fartherhan Dunk:rþ, 
whence ſhe might very eaſily. be redeemed. 

Hlearifree, to whom the lighteſt Preſumption 
of his Wife's Fidelity would have been more deli- 
cious than the abſolute Reſtoration of all hiYewels, 
and who, indeed, had with the utmoſt Difficulty 
been brought to entertain the lighteſt Suſpicion 
of her Inconſtancy, immediately abandoned all Diſ- 


truſt of both her and his Friend, whoſe Sincerity 


(luckily 


* 
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(luckily for Wild's Purpoſe) ſeemed to him to 
depend on the fame Evidence. He then em- 
braced our Hero, who had in his Countenance 
all the Symptoms of the deepeit Concern, and 


begged him to be comforted ; ſaying, that the 


Intentions rather than the Actions of Men con- 
ferred Obligations; that as to the Event of hu- 
man Affairs, it was governed either by Chance 
or ſome ſuperior Agent, that Friendſhip was con- 
cerned only in the Direction of our Deſigns. 
And ſuppoſe theſe failed of Succeſs, or produced 
an Event never fo contrary to their Aim, the 
Merit of a good Intention was not in the leaſt 
leſſened, but was rather entitled ts Compaſſion. 

Hearifree however was ſoon curious enough 
to enquire how Wild had eſcaped the Captivity 
which his Wife then ſuffered. Here likewiſe he 
recounted the whole 'Truth, omitting only the 
Motive to the French Captain's Cruelty, for which 
he aſſigned a very different Reaſon, namely his 
Attempt to ſecure Heartfree's Jewels. Mild in- 
dæed always kept as much Truth as was poſhble 
in every Thing; and this he ſaid was turning the 
Cannon of the Enemy upon themſelves. 

WiLp having thus, with admirable and truly 
laudable Conduct, atchieved the fuſt Step, began 
to diſcsurſe on the Badneſs of the World; and 
particularly to blame the Severity of Creditors, 
who ſeldom or never attended to any unfortunate 
Cireumſtances, but without Mercy inflicted Con- 
finement on the Debtor, whoſe Body the Law, 
with very -unjuſtifiable Rigour, delivered into their 
Power. He added, that for his Part, he looked 
on this Reſtraint to be as heavy a Puniihment as 
any appointed by Law for the greateſt Offenders. 
That the Loſs of Liberty was, in his Opinion, 


equal 
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equal to, if not worſe, than the Loſs of Life ; 


that he had always determined, if by any Acci- 
dent or Misfortune he had been ſubjected to the 


former, he would run the greateſt Riſque of the lat- 
ter to reſcue himfelf from it; which, he ſaid, if 
Men did not want Reſolution, was always eaſy 
enough; for that it was ridiculous to conceive 
that two or three Men could confine two or three 
-hundred, unleſs the Priſoners were either Fools 


. or Cowards, eſpecially when they were neither 


chained nor fettered. He went on in this Man- 
ner, till perceiving the utmoſt Attention in Heart- 
Free, he ventured to propoſe to him an Endea- 
vour to make his Eſcape, which, he ſaid, might 


caſily be executed; that he would himſelf raiſe a 


Party in the Priſon, and that, if a Murther or 
two ſhould happen in the Attempt, he (Heart- 
Free) might keep free from any Share either in 
the Guilt or in the Danger. | 


THERE is one Misfortune which attends all 


great Men and their Schemes, viz, That in or: 
der to carry them into Execution, they are obliged 
in propoſing their Purpoſe to their Tools, to diſ- 


cover themſelves to be of that Diſpoſition, in 


which certain little Writers have advifed Man- 
kind to place no Confidence : An Advice which 
hath been ſometimes taken. Indeed many In- 
conveniencies ariſe to the faid great Men from 
theſe Scriblers publiſhing without Reſtraint their 
Hints or Alarms to Society; and many great and 
glorious Schemes have been thus fruſtrated; where- 
fore it were to be wiſhed that in all well - regu- 
lated Governments, fuch Liberty ſhould be by 
fome wholeſome Laws refrained ; and all Wri- 
ters inhibited from venting any other Inſtructions 
to the People than what ſhould be firſt 9 

| and 
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and licenſed by the ſaid great Men, or their pro- 
per Inſtruments or Tools; by which Means no- 
thing would ever be publiſhed but what made for 
the advancing their moſt noble Projects. 


HEARTFREE, whoſe Suſpicions were again 


raiſed by this Advice, viewing Wild with incon- 
ceivable Diſdain, ſpoke as follows. There is 
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one thing, the Loſs of which I ſhould deplore 


infinitely beyond that of Liberty and of Life 
alſo, I mean that of a good Conſcience, A 


Blefling which he who poſſeſſes can never be 
thoroughly unhappy; for the bittereſt Por- 
tion of Life is by this ſo ſweetned, that it ſoon 
becomes palatable ; whereas without it, the 
moſt delicate Enjoyments quickly loſe all their 
Reliſh, and Life itſelf grows inſipid, or rather 
nauſeous to us. Would you then leſſen my 
Misfortunes by robbing me of what hath been 
my only Comfort under them, and on which 
I place my Dependance of being relieved from 
them? I have read that Socrates refufed to 
ſave his Life by breaking the Laws of his 
Country, and departing from his Priſon, when it 
was open. Perhaps my Virtue would not go 
ſo far ; but Heaven forbid Liberty ſhould have 
ſuch Charms, to tempt me to the Perpetration 
of ſo horrid a Crime as Murther. As to the 
poor Evaſion of committing it by ether Hands, 
it might be uſeful indeed to thoſe who feek 
only the Eſcape from temporal Puniſhment ; 
but can be of no Service to excuſe me to that 
Being whom I chiefly fear offending ; nay, it 
would greatly aggravate my Guilt by fo im- 
pudent an Endeavour to impoſe upon him, and 
by ſo wickedly involving others in my Crime, 
Give me therefore no more Advice of this 

5 « Kind; 
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« Kind; for this is my great Comfort in all 

& Aflictions, that it is in the Power of no Ene- 
«© my to rob me of my Conſcience, nor will I ever 
ebe ſo much my own Enemy as to injure it, 

Trovcn our Hero, heard all this with pro- 
per Contempt, he made no direct Anſwer ; but 
endeavoured to evade his Propoſal as much as 
poſſible, which he did with admirable Dexterity: 
This Method of getting tolerably well off, when 
you are repulſed in your Attack on a Mans Con- 
ſcience may be ſtyled the Art of Retreating in 
which the Politician as well as the General hath 
ſometimes a wonderful Opportunity of diſplaying 
his great Abilities in his Profeffion. 

WiLD having made this admirable Retreat, 
and argued away all Deſign of involving his Friend 
in the Guilt of Murther, concluded however that 
he thought him rather too ſcrupulous in not at- 
- tempting his Eſcape ; and then promiſing to uſe 
all ſuch Means as the other would permit, in his 


Service, took his Leave for the preſent, Heart- 


free, having indulged himſelf an Hour with his 
Children, repaired to Reſt, which he enjoyed quiet 
and undiſturbed ; whilſt Mild, diſdaining Repoſe, 
fat up all Night, conſulting how he might bring 
about the final Deſtruction of his Friend, without 
being beholden to any Aſſiſtance from himſelf ; 
which he now deſpaired of procuring. With the 
Reſult of theſe Conſultations we ſhall acquaint 
our Reader in good time ; but at preſent we have 
_ of much more Conſequence to relate to 
im. | 


CHAP. 
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HA. VI 


The Event of Fireblood's Adventure, and a Treaty 
of Marriage, which might have been concluded 
either at Smithfield or St. James's. | 


F. RE BLOOD returned from his Enterprize 
unſucceſsful. The Gentleman happened to 
90 home another Way than he had intended; 
o that the whole Deſign miſcarried. Fireblood 
had indeed robbed the Coach, and had wantonly 
diſcharged a Piſtol into it, which ſlightly wounded 
one of the Paſſengers in the Arm. The Booty 
he met with was not very conſiderable, tho* much 
greater than that with which he acquainted Wild; 
for, of eleven Pounds in Money, two Silver 
Watches, and a Wedding-Ring, he produced no 
more than two Guineas and the Ring, which he 
proteſted with numberleſs Oaths was his whole 
Booty. However, when an Advertiſement of the 
Robbery was publiſhed, with a Reward promiſed - 
for the Ring. and the Watches, Fireblood was 
obliged to confeſs the whole, and to acquaint our 
Hero where he had pawned the Watches ; which 
Wild, taking the full Value of them for his 
Paink, reſtored to the right Owner. 

He did not fail catechizing his young Friend 
on this Occaſion. He faid, he was ſorry to ſee 
any of his Gang guilty of a Breach of Honour; 
that without Honour Priggery was at an End; 
that if a Prig had but Honour, he would over- 
look every Vice in the World.“ But, never- 
« theleſs, ſaid he, I will forgive you this time, 
« as you are a hopeful Lad; and I hope never 
« afterwards to find you delinquent i in this great 


60 Point. 
WIL D 
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WILD had now brought his Gang to great 
Regularity : . He was obeyed and feared by them 


all. He had likewiſe eſtabliſhed an Office where 


all Men, who were robbed, paying the Value 
only (or a little more). of their Goods, might 
have them again. This was of notable Uſe to 
ſeveral Perſons who had loft Pieces of Plate they 
had received from their Grandmothers ; to others 
who had a particular Value for certain Rings, 
Watches, Heads of Canes, Snuff- Boxes, &c. for 
which they would not have taken twenty times 
as much as they were worth, either becauſe they 
had them a little while or a long time, or that 
ſomebody elſe had had them before, or from ſome 
other ſuch excellent Reaſon, which often ſtamps 
a greater Value on a Toy, than the great 
Bubble-boy himſelf would have the Impudence to 
fet upon it. 

By theſe Means he feemed in ſo promifing a 


May of procuring a Fortune, and was regarded 


in fo thriving a Light by all the Gentlemen of his 
Acquaintance, as by the Keeper and Furnkeys 
of Newgate, by Mr. Snap, and others of his Oc- 
cupation ; that Mr. Snap ene Day, taking Mr. 
Wild the elder afide, very ferioufly propoſed what 
they had often lightly talked over, a ftrict Union 
between their Families, by marrying his Daughter 
Tifhy to our Hero. This Propoſal was very 
readily accepted by the old Gentleman, who 
promiſed to acquaint his Son with it, 

O the Morrow, on which this Meſſage was 
to be delivered, our Hero, little dreaming of the 
Happinefs which, of its own Accord, was advanc- 
ing fo near towards him, had called Fireblood to 
him ; and, after informing that Youth of the Vio- 
lence of his Paſſion for the young Lady, and aſ- 


ſuring 
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ſuring him what Confidence he repoſed in him 
and his Honour, he diſpatched him to Miſs 72% 
with the following Letter; which we here inſert, 


not only as we take it to be extremely curious, 


but tobe a much better Pattern for that Epiſtolary 
kind of Writing, which is generally called Lovx- 
LETTERS, than any to be found in the Academy 
Lene dag, and which we challenge all the 

aus of our Time to excel either in Matter or 


8 _ 
« Moſt Deivine and adwhorable Creture, 
& Doubt not but thoſe IIs, briter than the 
„1 Son, which have kindled ſuch a Flam in 
“ my Hart, have likewiſe the Faculty of ſeeing 
« it, It would be the hieſt Preaſſum ption to im- 
« agin you eggnorant of my Loav. No, Mad- 
« dam, I ſollemly purteft, that of all the Butys 
in the unaverial Glob, there is none kapable 
« of hateracting my IIs like you. Corts and 
« Pallaces would be to me Deſerts without your 
«© Kumpany, and with it a Wilderneſs would 
« have more Charms than Haven itſelf. For I 
hop you will beleve me when I ſware every | 
&« Place in the Univarſe is a Haven with you. I 
« am konvinced you muſt be ſinſibel of my vio- 
* lent Paſfion for you, which, if I endevored to 
{© hidit, would be as impaſſible as for you, or the 
Son to hide you Butys. I aſſure you I have 
© not ſlept a Wink fince I had the Hapneſs of 
e feeing you laſt; therefore hop you will, out of 
C Kumpaſſion, let me have the Honour of ſeei 
you this Aſternune; for I am, with the greate 
« Adwhoration, | : Pra 
c Moſt Deivine Creeture, 
& Jour moſt peſſionate Amirer, 
„ Adwhorer, and Slave, | 
« JoHANaTAN WyYLD, 
Ir 


* 
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Ir the Spelling of this Letter be not ſo ſtrictly 
orthographical, the Reader will be pleaſed to re- 
member, that ſuch a Defect might be worthy of 
Cenſure in a low and ſcholaſtic Character; but 
can be no Blemiſh in that ſublime Greatneſs, of 
which we endeavour to raiſe a complete Idea in 
this Hiſtory. In which kind of Compoſition, 
Spelling, or indeed any kind of human Literature, 
hath never been thought a neceſſary Ingredient ; 
for if theſe ſort of great Perſonages can but com- 
plot and contrive their noble Schemes, and hack 
and hew Mankind ſufficiently, there will never 
be wanting fit and able Perſons who can ſpell, 
to record their Praiſes. Again, if it ſhould be 
obſerved that the Style of this Letter doth not 
exactly correſpond with that of our Hero's 
Speeches, which we have here recorded, we an- 
ſwer, it is ſufficient if in theſe the Hiſtorian adheres 
faithfully to the Matter, though he embelliſhes 
the Diction with ſome Flouriſhes of his own Elo- 


quence, without which the excellent Speeches. 


recorded in ancient Hiſtorians (particularly in 
Salluſt) would have ſcarce been found in their 
Writings. Nay, even amongſt the Moderns, 
famous as they are for Elocution (it may be doubt- 
ed whether thoſe inimitable Harangues, publiſhed 
in the Monthly Magazines) came literally from 
the Mouths of the HurGos, &c. as they are 
there inſerted, or whether we may not rather ſup- 
poſe ſome Hiſtorian of great Eloquence hath bor- 
rowed the Matter only, and adorned it with thoſe 
Rhetorical Flowers for which many of the faid 
HuRGos are not ſo extremely eminent. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Matters preliminary to the Marriage between Mr. 
Jonathan Wild and the chaſte Lætitia. 


BY to proceed with our Hiſtory: Fireblood, 
having received this Letter, and promiſed on 
his Honour, with m_ voluntary Aſſeverations 
to diſcharge his Embaſly faithfully, went to viſit 
the fair Lætitia. The Lady having opened the 
Letter, and read it, put on an Air of Diſdain, and 
told Mr. Fireblood ſhe could not conceive what 
Mr Wild meant by troubling her with his Im- 
pertinence ; ſhe begged him to carry the Letter 


back again, ſaying, had ſhe known from whom 


it came, ſhe would have been dd before 
ſhe had opened it. But with you, young Gen- 
« tleman, ſays ſhe, I am not in the leaſt angry. 


I am rather ſorry that ſo pretty a young Man 


“ ſhould be employed in ſuch an Errand.” She 
accompanied theſe Words with ſo tender an Ac- 
cent, and ſo wanton a Leer, that Fireblood, who 
was no backward Youth, began to take her by 
the Hand, and proceeded ſo warmly, that, to 
imitate his Actions with the Rapidity of our 
Narration, he in a few Minutes raviſhed this fair 
Creature, or at leait would have raviſhed her, if 
ſhe had not, by a timely Compliance, prevented 
him. 


FIREBLOOD, after he had raviſhed as much 


as he could, returned to Wild, and acquainted 


him, as far as any wiſe Man would, with what had 
paſſed ; concluding with many Praiſes of the young 
Lady's Beauty, with whom, he faid, if his Ho- 
nour would have permitted him, he ſhould himſelf 
have fallen in Love ; but, d n him, if he 
Vol. I. would 
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would not ſooner be torn in Pieces by wild Horſes, 
than even think of injuring his Friend. He aſ- 
ſerted indeed, and ſwore ſo heartily, that had not 
Wild been fo thoroughly convinced of the impreg- 
nable Chaſtity of the Lady, he might have ſuſ- 


pected his Succeſs : how ever, hewas, by theſe 
means entirely ſatisfied of his Friend's Inclination 


towards his Miſtreſs. _ 8 | 

Thus conſtituted were the Love-Affairs of 
our Hero, when his Father brought him Mr. 
Snap's Propoſal. The Reader muſt know very 
little of Love, or indeed of any thing elſe, if he 
requires any Information concerning the Reception 
which this Propoſal met with. Not guilty never 
ſounded ſweeter in the Ears of a Priſoner at the 
Bar, nor the Sound of a Reprieve to one at the 
Gallows, than did every Word of the old Gen- 
tleman in the Ears of our Hero. He gave his 
Father full Power to treat in his. Name, and de- 
fired nothing more than Expedition. 

TRE old People now met, and Snap, who had 
Information from his Daughter of the violent 
Paſſion of her Lover, endeavoured to improve it to 
the beſt Advantage, and would have not only 
declined giving her any Fortune himfelf, but have 
attempted to cheat her of what ſhe owed to the Li- 
berality of her Relations, particularly of a Pint 
Silver Caudle Cup, the Gift of her Grandmother. 
However, in this the young Lady herſelf afterwards 
took Care to preyent him. As to the old Mr. 
Hild, he did not ſufficiently attend to all the De- 
ſigns of Snap, as his Faculties were buſily em- 
ployed in Deſigns of his own, to over-reach (or, 
as others expreſs it, to cheat) the ſaid Mr. Snap, 
by pretending to give his Son a whole — 
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for a Chair, when in Reality he was intitled to 
a third only. | 

WHILE Matters were thus ſettling between 
the old Folks, the young Lady agreed to admit 
Mr. Wilds Viſits ; and, by 175 grees, began to 
entertain him with all * Sben of Affection, 
which the great natural Reſerve of her Temper, 
and the greater artificial Reſerve of her Education 
would permit. At length, every thing being a- 
greed between their Parents, Settlements made, 
and the Lady's Fortune (to wit, Seventeen Pounds 
and nine Shillings in Money and Goods) paid 
down, the Day 157 their Nuptrals was fixed, and 
they were celebrated accordingly. 

Most private Hiſtories, aswell as Comedies, 
end at this Period ; the Hiſtorian and the Poet 
both concluding they have done enough for their 
Hero when they have married him; or intimat- 
ing rather, that the reſt of his Life muft be a dull 
Calm of Happineſs, very delightful indeed to paſs 
through, but ſomewhat inſipid to relate: And 
Matrimony in general muſt, I believe, with- 
out any Diſpute, be allowed to be this State of 
tranquil Felicity, including fo little Variety, that, 
like Saliſbury Plain, it affords only one Proſpect, 
a very pleaſant one it muſt be confeſſed, but the 
ſame. 

Now chere was all the Probability imaginable, 
that this Contract would have proved of ſuch 
happy Note, both from the great Accompliſh- 
ments of the young Lady, who was thought to be 
poſſeſſed of every Quali cation neceſſary to make 
the Marriage State happy; and from the truly 
ardent Paſſion of Mr. Vild; but whether it was 
that Nature and Fortune had great Deſigns for 
him to execute, and would not ſuffer his vaſt 
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Abilities -to be loſt and funk in the Arms of a 
Wife, or whether neither Nature nor Fortune 
had any Hand in the Matter, is a Point I will 


not determine. Certain it is that this Match 
did not produce that ſerene State we have men- 


_ tioned above; but reſembled the moſt turbulent 


and ruffled, rather than the moſt calm Sea. 
I cannot here omit a Conjecture ingenious 
enough. of a Friend of mine, who had a long 


Intimacy in the Wild Family. He hath often 


told me he fancied one Reaſon of the Diffatisfac- 
tions which afterwards fell out between Mild and 
his Lady, aroſe from the Number of Gallants, to 
whom ſhe had before Marriage granted Favours ; 
for, fays he, and indeed very probable it is too, 
the Lady might expect from her Huſband, what 
ſhe had before received from ſeveral, and being 
angry not to find one Man as good as ten, ſhe had, 
from that Indignation, taken thoſe Steps which 
we cannot perfectly juſtify. 

 FRom this Perſon I received the following 
Dialogue, which, he aſſured me, he had over- 
heard, and taken down verbatim. It paſſed on 
the Day Fortnight after they were married. 


CHAP. VIII. 


A Dialogue matrimonial, which paſſed between 
JoNATHAN WILD, Eſquire, and LxTITIA 
bis Wife, on the Morning of the Day Fortnight 
on which his Nuptials were celebrated; which 
concluded more amicably than thoſe Debates gene- 


rally do. 
Jonathan. 


AV Dear, I wiſh you would fie a little longer 
in Bed this Morning. 175 
e Lætitia. 


a, 
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Lætitia. 
IxpEED I cannot; I am engaged to breakfaſt 
with Tack S trongborb. 
Jonathan. 


1 don't know what Fack Strongbow doth o 
often at my Houſe, I aſſure you I am uneaſy at 
it; for though I have no Suſpicion of your Virtue, 
yet it may injure your Reputation in the Opinion 
of my Neighbours. 


Lætitia. 


I don't trouble my Head about my Neighbours; 
and they ſhall no more tell me what * I 


am to keep, than my Huſband ſhall. 


I 


Jonathan. 


A good Wife would keep no Company whieh 
made her Huſband uneaſy. 


Letitia. 


You might have found one of thoſe good 
Wives, Sir, if you had pleaſed, I had no Ob- 


jection to it. 


Jonathan. 


I thought I had found one in you. 
Lætitia. 


You did! I am very much obliged to you for 
thinking me ſo poor-ſpirited a Creature; but I 
H 3 | hope 
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hope to convince you to the contrary. What, I 
ſuppoſe, you took me for a raw, ſenſeleſs Girl, 
who knew nothing what other married Women 


do! 


Jonathan. 


No Matter what I took you for: I have taken 


you for better and worſe. 


Len 


And at t your own Deſire too: For, ew ſure, 
you never had mine. I ſhould not have broken 
my Heart if Mr. Wild had thought proper to be- 
ſtow himſelf on any other more happy Waun 


Nr ha. 


Jonathan, 


I hope, Madam, you don't imagine that was 
not in my Power, or that I married you out of 
any kind of * 


Lætitia. 


O no, Sir, 15 am convinced there are ſilly 


Women enough. And far be it from me to ac- 


cuſe you of any Neceſſity for a Wile, I believe 
you could have very well bcen contented with 
the State of a Batchelor; J have no Reaſon to 
complain of your Neceſſities: but that, you know, 
a Woman cannot tell beforehand, 


Jonathan. 


I can't gueſs what you would infinuate; for! 


believe no Woman had ever leſs Reaſon to com- 


plain of her Huſband's Want of Fondneſs. 
_ Latin, 


Was 
t of 


filly 
| AC= 
eve 
with 
n to 
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Lætitia. 


TEN ſome, I am certain, have great Reaſon 
to complain of the Price they give for them. 
But I know better things. (Theſe Words were 
ſpoken with a very great Air, and Toſs of the 
Head.) | 


Jonathan. 


W VIII, my Sweeting, I will make it im- 
poſſible for you to with me more fond. 


Letitia. 


Pray, Mr. Wild, none of this nauſeous Be- 
haviour, nor thoſe odious Words, I wiſh 
ws were fond! I aſſure you I don't 

now what you would pretend to inſinuate of 
me. - I have no. Wiſhes which  miſbecome 
a virtuous Woman - - No, nor ſhould not, 
if I had married for Love. And eſpecially 
now when no body, I am ſure, can ſuſpect me 
of any fuch thing. 


Jonathan. 


Ir you did not marry for Love, why did you 


marry ? 
Laetitia. 


BECAUSE it was convenient, and my Parents 
forced me, 


H 4 Jonathan. 
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Jonathan. 


J hope, Madam, at leaſt, you will not tell 
me to my Face, you have made your Convenience 
of me. 


Lætitia. 


I have made nothing of you; nor do I deſire 
the Honour of making any thing of you, 


Jonathan. 
Yes, you have made a Huſband of me. 


Lætitia. 


No, you made yourſelf ſo; for J repeat once 
more, It was not my Deſire but your own. 


Jonathan. 


' 8 You ſhould think yourſelf obliged to me for 


Lætitia. 


La! Sir, you was not ſo ſingular in it. I was 
not in Deſpair. I have had other Offers, and 
better too. 


— — or 
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— 
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I wiſh you had accepted them with all my | 
Heart, | 


Letita, 


II. 
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Lætitia. 


I muſt tell you, Mr. Wild, this is a very bru- 
tiſh Manner of treating a Woman, to whom you 
have ſuch Obligations; but I know how to deſ- 
piſe it, and to deſpiſe you too for ſhewing it me. 
Indeed I am well enough paid for the fooliſh Pre- 
ference I gave to you. I flattered myfelf that I 
ſhould at leaſt have been uſed with good Man- 
ners. I thought I had married a S 
but I find you every way contemptible, and below 
my Concern. OO 


Jonathan. 


D. N you, Madam, have not I more 
Reaſon to complain, when you tell me you mar- 
ried me for your Convenience only? 


Letitia. 
Very fine, truly. Is it Behaviour worthy a 
Man to wear at a Woman? Yet why ſhould [ 


mention what comes from a Wretch whom 1 
deſpiſe. 


Jonathan. 


Dox*'r repeat that Word ſo often. I deſpiſe 
you as heartily as you can me. And, to tell 
you a Truth, I married you for my Convenience 
likewiſe, to ſatisfy a Paſſion which I have now 
ſatisfied, and you may be d for any thing 


I care. 


HS | Telitia. 
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 Letitia. 
TE World ſhall know how barbarouſly Jam 
treated by ſuch a Villain. | 
Jonathan. 


| I need take very little Pains to acquaint the 
World what a B- ch you are, your Actions 
will demonſtrate it. | | 


% 
S 5 


Lætitia. 


MonsTER ! I would adviſe you not to depend 
too much on my Sex, and provoke me too far; 
for I can do you a Miſchief, and will, if you dare 
uſe meſo, you Villain! = 5 


Jonathan. 


BEOIN whenever you pleaſe, Madam; but 
-aflure yourſelf, the Moment you lay aſide the 
Woman, I will treat you as ſuch no longer; and 
if the firft Blow is yours, I promiſe you the laſt 

{hall be mine. 


Lætitia. 


Usx me as you will; but d n me if ever 
85 ſhall uſe me as a Woman again; for may J 
e curſed, if ever I enter your Bed more, 


Jonathan. 


May I be curſed if that Abſtinence be not the 
greateſt Obligation you can lay upon me; for, I 
aflure you faithfully, your Perſon was all I had 

: | | ever 
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ever any Regard for; and that I now loath and 


deteſt, as much as ever T liked it. 


Letitia. 


IT is impoſſible for two People to agree W ; 
for I always deteſted your Perſon ; and, as for 


any other Regard, you muſt be convinced 1 
never could * any for you. 


Jonathan. 


Wu, then, ſince we are come to a right 
Underſtanding, as we are to live together, ſuppoſe 
we agreed, inſtead of quarrelling and abuſing, to- 
be civil to each other. 


Lelitia. 
W1TH all my Heart. 
Jonathan. 


| Lr us ſhake Hands then, and henceforwards 
never live like Man and Wife; that 1 is, never be 
loving, nor ever r quarrel, 


\ " 


Laetitia. 


| AGREED. = But pray, Mr NVild, why 
B——ch? Why did you ſuffer ſuch a Word to. 
eſcape you? 


Jonathan. 


Ir is not worth your Remembrance. 
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_ ſhould be glad to know why B 


Lætitia. 


You agree I ſhall converſe with whom ſoever 
I pleaſe ? e 


Jonathan. 


5 5 W1iTHouT Controul. And I have the ſame 


Liberty ? 
Lætitia. 
Wurd I interfere, may every Curſe you can 
with attend me. 


Jonathan. 


LET us now take a Farewel-Kiſs; and may I 
be hang'd if it is not the ſweeteſt you ever gave 
me. 16 0% 


Lætitia. 


Bur why, B——ch? ——Methinks 1 
8 
Ar which Words he ſprang from the Bed, 
d ing her Temper heartily. She returned 
it again with equal Abuſe, which was continued 


on both Sides while he was dreſſing. However, 


they agreed to continue ſtedfaſt in this new Reſo- 
lution; and the Joy ariſing on that Occaſion at 
length diſmiſſed them pretty chearfully from each 
other, though Lætitia could not help concluding 
with the Words, WHA B- CH ? 


CHAP. 


er 


16 


Ve 
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CHAP. IX. 


Obſervations on the foregoing Dialogue, together 


with a baſe Deſign on our Hero, which muſt be 
deteſted by every Lover of GREATNESS. 


THUS did this Dialogue (which tho' we 
have termed it matrimonial, had indeed 

very little Savour of the Sweets of Matrimony in 
it) produce at laſt a Reſolution more wiſe than 


ſtrictly pious, and which, if they could have ri- 
gol adhered to it, might have prevented ſome 


unpleaſant Moments as well to our Hero as to 
his ſerene Conſort; but their Hatred was fo 
very great and unaccountable, that they never 
could bear to ſee the leaſt Compoſure in one 
another's Countenance, without attempting to 
ruffle it. This ſet them on ſo many Contri- 
vances to plague and vex one another, that as 
their Proximity afforded them ſuch frequent Op- 
portunities of executing their malicious Purpoſes, 
they ſeldom paſt one eaſy or quiet Day together. 
AND this, Reader, and no other is the Cauſe of 
thoſe many Inquietudes, which thou muſt have ob- 
ſerved todiſturb the Repoſe of ſome married Couples, 
who miſtake implacable Hatred for Indifference; 


for why ſhould Corvinus, who lives in a Round of 
Intrigue, and ſeldom doth, and never willingly 


would, dally with his Wife, endeavour to prevent 
her from the Satisfaction of an Intrigue in her 


Turn? Why doth Camilla refuſe a more agree- 
able Invitation abroad, only to expoſe her Hufband 


at his own Table at home? In ſhort, to mention 


no more Inſtances, whence can all the Quarrels, 


and Jealouſies, and Jars, proceed, in People 
who have no Love for each other, unleſs from 
| | that 
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that noble Paſſion abovementioned, that Deſire, 
according to my Lady Betty Mad, of curing 
each other of a Smile © 
We thought proper to give our Reader a ſhort 
Taſte of the domeſtic State of our Hero, the ra- 
ther to ſhew him that great Men are ſubject to the 
ſame Frailties and Inconveniences in ordinary 
Life, with little Men, and that Heroes are really 
of the ſame Species with other human Crea- 
tures, notwithſtanding all the Pains they them- 
ſelves, or their Flatterers take to aſſert the con- 
trary ; and that they differ chiefly in the Immen- 
ſity of their Greatneſs, or as the Vulgar errone- 
ouſly call it, Villainy. Now therefore, that we 
may not dwell too long on low Scenes, ina 
Hiſtory of this ſublime Kind, we ſhall return to 
Actions of a higher Note, and more ſuitable'to our 
. Purpoſe. 
WIN the Boy Ahh had with his lighted 
Torch driven the Boy Cupid out of Doors; that 
is to ſay, in common Phraſe, when the Violence 
of Mr. Wild's Paſſion (or rather Appetite) for 
the chaſte Lætitia began to abate, he returned 
to viſit his Friend Heartfree, who was now in 
the Liberties of the Fleet, and had appeared to 
the Commiſſion of Bankruptcy againſt him. Here 
he met with a more cold Reception than he him- 
ſelf had apprehended. Heartſree had long enter- 
tained Suſpicions of Wild, but theſe Sufbicions 
had from time to time been confounded with 
Circumſtances, and principally ſmothered with 
that amazing Confidence, which was indeed the 
moſt ſtriking Virtue in our Hero. Heartfree was un- 
willing to condemn his, Friend without certain Evi- 
_ dence, and laid hold on every probable Semblance 
to acquit him; but the Propoſal made at his laſt 
| Vitit 


Ch. 9. 


Viſit had ſo totally blackened his Character in 
this poor Man's Opinion, that it entirely fixed 
the wavering Scale, and he no longer doubted 
but that our Hero was one of the greateſt Villains 
in the World. ; 
CiRCUMSTANCES of great Improbability often 
eſcape Men who devour a Story with greedy Ears; 
the Reader therefore cannot wonder that Heart- 
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free, whole Paſſions were ſo variouſly concerned, 


firſt for the Fidelity, and ſecondly for the Safety 
of his Wife; and laſtly, who was ſo diſtracted 
with Doubt concerning the Conduct of his 
Friend, ſhould at his firſt Relation paſs unobſerved 
the Incident of his being committed to the Boat 
by the Captain of the Privateer, which he had at 
the time of his telling ſo lamely accounted for; but 
now when Heartfree came to reflect on the 
whole, and with a high Prepoſſeſſion againſt 
Wild, the Abſurdity of this Fact glared in his 
Eyes, and ſtruck him in the moſt ſenſible Man- 
ner. At length a thought of great Horror ſuggeſted 
itſelf to his Imagination, and this was, Whether 
the whole was not a Fiction, and Wild, who was, 


as he had learn'd from his own Mouth, equal 


to any Undertaking how black ſoever, had 
not ſpirited away, robbed, and murthered his 
Wife. 5 

INTOLERABLE as this Apprehenſion was, he 
not only turned it round and examined it carefully 
in his own Mind, but acquainted young Friendly 
withit at their next Interview. Friendly, who deteſt- 


ed Wild (from that Envy, probably, with which 


theſe GREAT CHARACTERS naturally inſpire low 
Fellows) encouraged theſe Suſpicions ſo much, 
that Heartfree reſolved to attach our Hero and 
carry him before a Magiſtrate, 
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THr1s Reſolution had been ſome time taken, 
and Friendly, with a Warrant and a Conſtable, 
had with the utmoſt Diligence ſearched ſeveral 
Days for our Hero ; but whether it was that in 
Compliance with modern Cuſtom he had re- 


tired to ſpend the Honey-Moon with his Bride, 
the only Moon indeed in which it is faſhionable 


or cuſtomary for the married Parties to have any 
Correſpondence with each other ; or perhaps his 
Habitation might for particular Reaſons be uſu- 
ally kept a Secret: Like thoſe of ſome few 
great Men, whom unfortunately the Law hath 
left out of that reaſonable as well as honourable 
Proviſion, which it hath: made for the Security of 
the Perſons of other great Men. 

Bur Wild reſolved to perform Works of Su- 
pererogation in the Way of Honour, and, tho' 
no Hero is obliged to anſwer the Challenge of 
my Lord Chief Juſtice, or-indeed, of any other 
Magiſtrate ; but may with unblemiſhed Reputa- 
tion ſlide away from it; yet ſuch was the Bra- 
very, ſuch the Greatneſs, the Magnanimity of 
Wila, that he appeared in Perſon to it. | 

INDEED Envy may ſay one Thing, which may 


leſſen the Glory of this Action, namely, that 


the ſaid Mr. Wild knew nothing of the faid 
Warrant or Challenge; and as thou mayſt be aſ- 
ſured, Reader, that the malicious Fury will omit 
nothing which can any ways ſully ſo great a Cha- 
racter, ſo ſhe hath endeavoured to account for 
this ſecond Viſit of our Hero to his Friend Heari- 
ree from a very different Motive, than that of 
aſſerting his own Innocence. | 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. 
Mr. Wild with unprecedented Generoſity viſits his 


Friend Heartfree, and the ungrateful Recep- 


tron he met with. 


T hath been ſaid then, that Mr. Vila, not 
being able on the ſtricteſt Examination to find 
in a certain Spot of human Nature called his 
own Heart, the leaſt Grain of that pitiful low 
Quality called Honeſty, had reſolved, perhaps a 
little too generally, that there was no ſuch thing, 


He therefore imputed the Reſolution with which 


Mr. Heartfree had ſo poſitively refuſed to concern 


himſelf in Murther, either to a Fear of bloody- 


ing his Hands, or the Apprehenſion of a Ghoſt, 
or leſt he ſhould make an additional Example in 
that excellent Book called, God's Revenge againſt 
Murther ; and doubted not but he would (at leaft 
in his preſent Neceſſity) agree without Scruple to a 
ſimple Robbery, eſpecially where any conſidera- 
ble Booty ſhould be propoſed, and the Safety of 
the Attack plauſibly made appear : which if he 
could prevail on him to undertake, he would im- 
mediately afterwards gethim impeached, convicted, 
and hanged, He no ſooner therefore had diſ- 
charged his Duties to Hymen, and heard that 
Heartfree had procured himſelf the Liberties of 
the Fleet, than he reſolved to viſit him, and to 
propoſe a Robbery with all the Allurements of 
Profit, Eaſe, and Safety. 

THis Propoſal was no ſooner made, than it 
was anſwered by Heartfree in the following 
Manner. | N 

<« might have hoped the Anſwer which [I 


“gave to your former Advice would have pre- 
* vented 
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vented me from the Danger of receiving a 


ſecond Affront of this Kind. An Affront 1 


call it, and furely if it be ſo to call a Man a 


cc 


Villain, it can be no leſs to ſhew him you 
ſuppoſe him one. Indeed it may be wondered 
how any Man can arrive at the Boldneſs, I 


may ſay Impudence, of firſt making fuch an 


Overture to another; ſurely it is ſeldom done, 


unleſs to thoſe who have previouſſy betrayed 


ſome Symptoms of their own Baſeneſs. If I 


have therefore ſhewn you any ſuch, theſe In- 


ſults are more pardonable ; but I aſſure you, if 


ſuch appear, they diſcharge all their Malig- 
nance outwardly, and reflect not even a Sha- 
dow within; for to me, Baſeneſs ſeems in- 
conſiſtent with this Rule, Or DoiING No 
OTHER PERSON AN INJURY "FROM ANY 
MoTivE OR ON ANY <CONSIDERA TION 
WHATEVER, This, Sir, is the Rule by which 
I am determined to walk, nor can that Man 
juitify diſbelieving me, who will not own, he 
walks not by it himſelf. But whether it be 
allowed to ne or no, or whether I feel the 
good Effects of its being practiſed by others, 
I am reſolved to maintain it: For ſurely no 
Man can reap a Benefit from my purſuing it 


equal to the Comfort I myfelf enjoy: For 
what a raviſhing Thought! how replete with 


Extaſy muſt the Conſideration be, that Al- 
mighty Goodneſs is by its own Nature en- 
gaged to reward me] How indifferent muſt 
ſuch a Perſuaſion make a Man to all the Oc- 
currences of this Life! What Trifles mul 
he repreſent to himſelf both the Enjoyments 
and the Afflictions of this World! How eaſil) 
mult he acquieſce under miſſing the _— 
| « an 
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% and how patiently will he ſubmit to the latter 
« who is convinced that his failing of a tranſitory 
«© jmpertect Reward here, is a moſt certain Ar- 
«© gument of his obtaining ene permanent and 
„complete hereafter! Doſt thou think then, 
thou little, paltry, mean Animal, (with ſuch 
„Language did he treat our truly great Man) 
c that I will forego ſuch comfortable Expecta- 
tions for any pitiful Reward which thou canſt 
e ſuggeſt or promiſe to me; for that ſordid Lu- 
& cre for which all Pains and Labour are under- 


taken by the Induſtrious, and all Barbarities 
_ 


and Iniquities committed 'by the Vile ; for a 
6% wotthleſs Acquiſition which ſuch as thou art 
can poſſeſs, can give, or can take away? The 
former Part of this Speech occaſioned much 


yawning in our Hero, but the latter rouſed his 


Anger; and he was collecting his Rage to anſwer, 


when Friendiy and the Conſtable, who had been 


ſummoned by Hearifree, on MWild's firſt Appear- 
ance, entered the Room, and ſeized the great 
_ juſt as his Wrath was burſting from his 
ips. 8 oy 
Taz Dialogue which now enſued, is not worth 
relating, Wild was ſoon acquainted with the Rea- 
ſon of this rough Treatment, and preſently con- 


veyed before a Magiſtrate. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the Doubts raiſed by 
Mr. Wild's Lawyer on his Examination, he in- 
ſifting that the Proceeding was improper ; for 
that a Writ de Homine replegiando ſhould iſſue, 
and on the Return of that a Capias in H/ithernam, 
the Juſtice inclined to Commitment, ſo that Wild 
was driven to other Methods for his Defence. 
He therefore acquainted the Juſtice, that there 
was a young Man lkewiſe with him in the None. 

an 
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and begged that he might be ſent for, which 
Requeſt was accordingly granted, and the faith- 
ful Achates (Mr. Fireblood) was ſoon produced to 
bear Teſtimony for his Friend, which he did 
with ſo much becoming Zeal, and went through 
his Examination with ſuch Coherence (tho' he 
was forced to collect his Evidence from the Hints 
given him by Vild in the Preſence of the Juſtice 
and the Accuſers) that as here was direct Evi- 
dence againſt mere Preſumption, our Hero was 


- moſt honourably acquitted, and poor Heartfree 


was charged by the Juſtice, the Audience, and 
all others, who afterwards heard the Story, with 
the blackeſt Ingratitude, in attempting to take 
away the Life of a Man, to whom he had ſuch 
eminent Obligations. 5 | 

LEsT ſo vaſt an Effort of Friendſhip as this 


of Fireblood's ſhould too violently ſurprize the 


Reader in this degenerate Age; it. may be proper 
to inform him, that beſides the Ties of Engage- 
ment in the ſame Employ, another nearer and 
ſtronger Alliance ſubſiſted between our Hero and 
this Youth, which latter was juſt departed from 
the Arms of the lovely Lætitia, when he re- 


_ ceived her Huſband's Meſſage: An Inſtance which 


may alſo ſerve to juſtify thoſe ſtrict Intercourſes 
of Love and Acquaintance, which ſo commonly 
ſubſiſt in modern Hiſtory between the Huſband 
and Galant, diſplaying the vaſt Force of Friend- 
ſhip, contracted by this more honourable than 
legal Alliance, which is thought to be at preſent 
one of the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Amity between 
great Men, and the moſt reputable as well as 


| — Way to their Favour. 


oUR Months had now paſled ſince Hearifree's 
firſt Confinement, and his Affairs had begun to 
. Wear 
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to dangerous is any Attack on a great Man) ſeveral 
lid of his Neighbours, and particularly one or two 
gh of his own Trade, induſtriouſly endeavouring, 


he from their bitter Animoſity againſt ſuch Kind of 


ats Iniquity, to ſpread and exaggerate his Ingratitude 
ice as much as poſſible; not in the leaſt ſcrupling, in 
vi- che violent Ardour of their Indignation, to add 


723 ſome ſmall Circumſtances of their own Know- 


7e: ledge of the many Obligations conferred on 
nd WM Hearifree by Mild. To all theſe Scandals 
ith he quietly ſubmitted, comforting himſelf in the 


ke Conſciouſneſs of his own Innocence, and con- 


ich I fiding in Time, the ſure Friend of Juſtice, to 
acquit him. 


HA. AL 


A Scheme ſo deeply laid that it ſhames all the Po- 
litics of this our Age; with Digreſſion and 
Sub-digreſſion. 


W LD having now, to the Hatred he bore 
Heartfree on Account of thoſe Injuries he 
had done him, an additional Spur from this In- 
jury received (for ſo it appeared to him, who, no 
more than the moſt ignorant, conſidered how 
truly he deſerved it) applied his utmeſt Induſtry 
to accompliſh the Ruin of one whoſe very Name 
founded odious in his Ears; when luckily a Scheme 
aroſe in his Imagination, which not only pro- 


to rhat he himſelf had done to him, and would 
vear l 2 | bring 


wear a more benign Aſpect ; but they were a 
good deal injured by this Attempt on Wild (fo 


miſed to effect it ſecurely; but (which pleaſed 
him moſt) by Means of the Miſchief he had al- 
ready done him; and which would at once load 
-ce's Ihim with the Imputation of having committed 
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bring on him the ſevereſt Puniſhment for a Fact, 
of which he was not only innocent, but had al 
ready ſo greatly ſuffered by. And this was no 
other than to charge him with having conveyed 
away his Wife, with his moſt valuable Effects, | in 
order to defraud his Creditors, 

HE no ſooner ſtarted this Thought than he im- 
mediately reſolved on putting it in Execution. 
What remained to conſider was only the Quomodo, 
and the Perſon or Tool to be employed; for the 
Stage of the World differs from that in Drury- 
Lane principally in this; that whereas on the 
latter, the Hero, or chief Figure, is almoſt con- 
tinually before your Eyes, whilſt the Under- actors 
are not ſeen above once in an Evening; now, on 
the former, the Hero, or great Man, is always 
behind the Curtain, and ſeldom or never appears, 
or doth any thing in his own Perſon. He doth 
indeed, in this grand Drama, rather perform the 
Part of the Prompter, and doth inſtruc the well-dreſt 
Figures, who are ſtrutting in public on the Stage, 
vhat to ſay and do. To ſay the Truth, a Puppet- 
ſhow will illuſtrate our Meaning better, where it 
is the Maſter of the Show (the great Man) who 
dances and moves every thing ; whether it be the 
King. of Muſcovy, or whatever other Potentate, 
alias Puppet, which we behold on the Stage ; but 
he himſelf wiſely keeps out of Sight ; for ſhould 
he once appear, the whole Motion would be at 
an End. Not that any one is ignorant of his be- 
ing there, or ſuppoſes that the Puppets are not mere 
Sticks of Wood, and he himſelf the ſole Mover; 
but as this (tho every one knows it) doth not ap- 
pear viſibly, i. e. to their Eyes, no one is aſhamed 
of conſenting to be impoſed upon; of helping on 
the qo amt by calling the ſeveral Sticks or Pup- 

pets 
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pets by the Names which the Maſter hath allotted 

to them, and by aſſigning to each the Character 
which the great Man is pleaſed they ſhall move in, 
or rather in which he himſelf is pleaſed to move 
them. . | 

IT would be to ſuppoſe thee, gentle Reader, 
one of very little Knowledge in this World, to 

imagine thou haſt never ſeen ſome of theſe Pup- 

pet-ohews, which are ſo frequently acted on the 

great Stage; but though thou ſhouldft have re- 

ſided all thy Days in thoſe remote Parts of this 

Iland, which great Men ſeldom viſit; yet, if 

thou haſt any Penetration, thou muſt have had 
ſome Occaſions to admire both the Solemnity of 

Countenance in the Actor, and the Gravity in the 

Spectator, while: ſome of thoſe Farces are carried 

on, which are acted almoſt daily in every Village 
in the Kingdom. He mult have a very deſpicable 
Opinion of Mankind indeed, who can conceive 
them to be impoſed on as often as they appear ta 
beſo. The Truth is, they are in the ſame Situa- 
tien with the Readers of Romances ; who, though 

they know the whole to be one entire Fiction, 

nevertheleſs agree to be deceived; and as theſe 

ind Amuſement, ſo do the others find Eaſe and 

Convenience in this Concurrence. But this being 

a dub-digreſſion, I return to my Digreſſion. 

A great Man ought to do his Buſineſs by others; 
to employ. Hands, as we have before ſaid, to his 
Purpoſes, and keep himſelf as much behind the 
Curtain as poſſible; and though it muſt be ac- 
knowledged that two very great Men, whoſe 
Names will be both recorded in Hiſtory, did, in 
theſe latter Times, come forth themſelves on the 
Stage ; and did hack and hew, and lay each other 
moſt cruelly open to the Diverſion of the Specta- 
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tors ; yet this muſt be mentioned rather as an 
Example of Avoidance, than Imitation, and is to 
be aſcribed to the Number of thoſe Inftances 
which ſerve to evince the Truth of theſe Maxims : 
Nemo mortalium omnibus horis ſapit. Ira furer 
brevis eft, &c. | 


CHAP. XI. 
New Inſtances of Friendly's Folly, &c. 


O return to my Hiſtory, which, having 
reſted itſelf a little, is now ready to pro- 
ceed on its Journey: Fireblood was the Perſon 
choſen by Wild for this Service. He had, ona 
late Occaſion, experienced the Talents of this 
Youth for a good round Perjury. He immediately, 
therefore, found him out, and propoſed it to him: 
when receiving his inſtant Aſſent, they conſulted to- 
gether, and ſoon framed an Evidence, which, being 
communicated to one of the moſt bitter and ſe- 
vere Creditors of Heartfree, by him laid before a 
Magiſtrate, and atteſted by the Oath of Fireblood, 
the Juſtice granted his Warrant; and Heartfree 
_ accordingly apprehended and brought before 
im. 
WEN the Officers came for this poor Wretch, 


they found him meanly diverting himſelf with his 


little Children, the younger of whom ſat on his 
Knees, and the elder was playing at a little Di- 
ſtance from him with Friendly. * of the Offi- 


cers, who was a very good ſort of a Man, but one 
very laudably ſevere in his Office, after acquaint- 
ing Heartfree with his Errand, bad him come 
along and be d——=d, and leave thoſe little Baſ- 
tards; for ſo, he ſaid, he ſuppoſed they were, for 
a Legacy to the Pariſh, Hearifree was much 
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ſurprized at hearing there was a Warrant for Fe- 


lony againſt him; but he ſhewed leſs Concern 


than Friendly did in his Countenance. The el- 
der Daughter, when ſhe ſaw the Officer lay hold 
on her Father, immediately quitted her Play, and, 
running to him, and burſting into Tears, cry'd 
out : You ſhall not hurt poor Papa. One of the 
other Ruffians offered to take the little one rude- 
ly from his Knees; but Heartfree ftarted up, 
and, catching the Fellow by the Collar, daſhed 
his Head fo violently againſt the Wall, that, hag 
he had any Brains, he might poſſibly have loſt 
them by the Blow. - _ 

THe Officer, like moſt of thoſe heroic Spirits 
who inſult Men in Adverſity, had ſome Prudence 
mixt with his Zeal for Juſtice. Seeing, therefore, 
this rough Treatment of his Companion, he be- 
gan to purſue more gentle Methods, and very 
civilly deſired Mr. Heartfree to go with him, 
ſecing he was an Officer, and obliged to execute 
his Warrant ; that he was forry for his Misfor- 
tune, and hoped he would be acquitted. The o- 
ther anſwered, he ſhould patiently ſubmit to the 
Laws of his Country, and would attend him 
whither he was ordered to conduct him : then, 
taking Leave of his Children with a tender Kiſs, 
he recommended them to the Care of Friendly ; 
who promiſed to fee them ſafe Home, and then 
to attend him at the Juſtice's, whoſe Name and 
Abode he had learnt of the Conitable. : 

FRIENDLY arrived at the Magiſtrate's Houſe 
juſt as that Gentleman had ſigned the Mittimus a- 
gainſt his Friend; for the Evidence of :reblood was 
fo clear and ſtrong, and the Juſtice was ſo incenſed 
againſt Heartfree, and fo convinced of his Guilt, 
that he would hardly hear him ſpeak in his own 

Vor. I. I Defence, 
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Defence, which the Reader perhaps, when he 
hears the Evidence againft him, will be leſs in- 
clined to cenſure : For this Witneſs depoſed, 
cc that he had been, by Heartfree himſelf, employ- 
< ed to carry the Orders of Embezzling to Wild, 
4 in order to be delivered to his Wife; that he 
c had been afterwards preſent with Wild and her 
cc at the Inn, when they took Coach for Harwich, 
«© where ſhe ſhewed him the Caſket: of Jewels, 
«<< and deſired him to tell her Hufband, that ſhe 
« had fully executed his Command; and this 
< he ſwore to have been done after Zeartfree had 
<< Notice of the Commiſſion, and in order to brin 

« it withinthat time, Fireblood as well as Mild ſwore 
« that Mrs. Heartfree lay ſeveral Days concealed at 
« 7/1d's Houſe before her Departure for Holland.“ 

WIEN Friendly found the Juſtice obdurate, 
and that all he could ſay had no Effect, nor was it 
any way poſſible for Heartfree to eſcape being 
committed to Newgate, he reſolved to accompany 
him thither : Where, when they arrived, the 
Turnkey would have confined Heartfree (he hav- 
ing no Money) amongit the common Felons ; 
but Friendly would not permit it, and advanced 
every Shilling he had in his Pocket, to procure a 
Room in the Preſs-Yard for his Friend, which in- 
deed, through the Humanity of the Keeper, he 
did at a cheap Rate. ; 

THxy ſpent that Day together, and, in the 
Evening, the Priſoner diſmiſſed his Friend, de- 
firing him, after many Thanks for his Fidelity, to 
be comforted on his Account. © I know not, 
„ fays he, how ſar the Malice of my Enemy 
„may prevail; but whatever my Sufferings are, 
© I am convinced my Innocence will ſomewſere 
be rewarded. If, therefore, any fatal Acci- 
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« dent ſhould happen to me, (fer he who is in the 
« Hands of Perjury, may apprehend the worſt) 
« my dear Friendly, be a Father to my poor 
“ Children, at which Words the Tears guſhed 
from his Eyes. The other begged him not to 
admit any ſuch Apprehenſions; for that he would 
employ his utmoſt Diligence in his Service, and 
doubted not but to ſubvert any villainous Deſign 
laid for his Deſtruction, and to make his Innocence 
appear to the World as white as it was in his own 
Opinion. | 

Wk cannot help mentioning a Circumſtance 
here, though we doubt it will appear very unna- 
tural and incredible to our Reader; which is, 
that, notwithſtanding the former Character and 
Behaviour of Heartfree, this Story of his em- 
bezzling was ſo far from ſurprizing his Neigh- 
bours, that many of them declared they expected 
no better from him. Some were aſſured he could 
pay forty Shillings in the Pound, if he would. 
Others had overheard Hints formerly paſs between 
him and Mrs. Heartfree, which had given them 
Suſpicions. And, what is moſt aſtoniſhing of all 
is, that many of thoſe who had before cenſured 
him for an extravagant heedleſs Fool, now no leſs 
confidently abuſed him for a cunning, tricking, 
avaricious Knave. gs 


C©UAP ML. 
Something concerning Fireblood, which will f - 
prize ; and ſomewhat touching one of the Miſs 
Snaps, which will greatly concern the Reader. 


OWEVER, notwithſtanding all theſe Cen- 


ſures abroad, and in Deſpight of all his Miſ- 
fortunes at home, Heartfree in Newgate enjoyed 


2 a quiet, 
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a quiet, undiſturbed Repoſe ; while our Hero, 
nobly diſdaining Reſt, lay fleepleſs all Night; part- 
ly from the Apprehenſions of Mrs. Heartfree's 
Return before he had executed his Scheme; and 
partly from a Suſpicion leſt Fireblood ſhould be- 
tray him; of whoſe Infideiity he had, neverthe- 
leſs, no other Cauſe to maintain any Fear, hut 
from his knowing him to be an accompliſhed 
Raſcal, as the Vulgar term it, a complete great 
Man in our Language. And indeed, to confeſs 
the Truth, theſe Doubts were not without ſome 
Foundation ; for the very ſame Thought unlucki- 
ly entered the Head of that noble Youth, who con- 
{idered, whether he might not poſſibly ſell himſelf 
for ſome Advantage to the other Side, as he had 
yet no Promiſe from Wild; but this was, by the 
Sagacity of the latter, prevented in the Morning 
with a Profuſton of Promiſes, which ſhewed him 
to be of the moſt generous Temper in the World, 
with which Fireblood was extremely well ſatisfi- 
ed; and made uſe of ſo many Proteſtations of. his 
Faithfulneſs, that he convinced Wild of the Juſtice 
of his Suſpicions. | „ 

Ax this time an Accident happened, which, 
though it did not immediately affect our Hero, we 
cannot avoid relating, as it occaſioned great Con- 
fuſion in his Family, as well as in the Family of 
Snap. It is indeed a Calamity highly to be la- 
mented, when it ſtains untainted Blood, and hap- 
pens to an honourable Houſe. An Injury never 
to be repaired. A Blot never to be wiped out. 
A Sore never to be healed. To detain my Reader 
no longer: Miſs Theodoſia Snap was now ſafely 
delivered of a Male-Infant, the Product of an 
Amour which that beautiful (O that I could ſay, 
virtuous) Creature had with the Count, 


Mx. 
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Mr. Wild and his Lady were at Breakfaſt, 
when Mr. Snap, with all the Agonies of Deſpair 
both in his Voice and Countenance, brought 
them this melancholy News.. Our Hero, who 
had (as we have ſaid) wonderful Good-nature 
when his Greatneſs or Intereſt was not concern- 
ed, inſtead of reviling his Siſter-in-Law, afked 
with a Smile: Who was the Father?“ But the 
chaſte Letitia, we repeat the chaſte, for well did 
ſhe now deſerve that Epithet; received it in ano- 
ther Manner. She fell into the utmoſt Fury 
at the Relation, reviled her Siſter in the bittereſt 
Terms, and vowed ſhe would never. fee nor 
ſpeak to her more. Then burſt into Tears, and 
lamented over her Father, that ſuch a Diſhonour 
ſhould ever happen to him and herſelf, At length 
ſhe fell ſeverely on her Hutband, for the light 
Treatment which he gave this fatal Accident. 
She told him, he was unworthy of the Honour 
he enjoyed, of marrying into a chaſte Family. 
That ſhe looked on it as an Affront to her Virtue. 
That if he had married one of the naughty Huſſies 
of the Town, he could have behaved to her in 
no other Manner. She concluded with defiring 
her Father to make an Exampie of the Slut, and 
to turn her out of Doors; for that ſhe would not 
otherwiſe enter his Houſe, being reſolved never 
to ſet her Foot within the ſame Threſhold with 
the Trollop, whom ſhe deteſted ſo much the 
more, becauſe (which was perhaps true) ſhe was 
her own Sifter. 
So violent, and indeed fo outrageous was this 
chaſte Lady's Love of Virtue, that ſhe could not 
forgive a ſingle Slip (indeed the only one Theods- 
ſia had ever made) in her own Siſcer, in a Siſter 
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who loved her, and to whom ſhe owed a thou- 
ſand Obligations. : 
 PeRHaps the Severity of Mr. Snap, who great- 
ly felt the Injury done to the Honour of his 
Family, would have relented, had not the Pariſh- 
Officers been extremely preſſing on this Occa- 
lion, and, for want of Security, conveyed the 


unhappy young Lady to a Place, the Name of 


which, for the Honour of the Snaps, to whom 
our Hero was ſo nearly allied, we bury in eternal 


Oblivion; where ſhe ſuffered ſo much Correction 


for her Crime, that the good-natured Reader 
of the Male kind may be inclined to compaſſionate 
her, at leaſt to imagine ſhe was ſufficiently puniſh- 
ed for a Fault, which, with Submiſſion to the 
chaſte Lætitia, and all other ſtrictly virtuous 
Ladies, it ſhould be either leſs criminal in a 
Woman to commit, or more ſo in a Man to foli- 
cit her to it. a | OE 
Bur to return to our Hero, who was a livi 

and ſtrong Inftance, that human Greatneſs 5 
Happineſs are not always inſeparable. He was 
under a continual Alarm of Frights, and Fears, 
and Jealouſies. He thought every Man he beheld 
wore a Knife for his Throat, and a Pair of Sciſſars 
for his Purſe. As for his own Gang particularly, 
he was thoroughly convinced there was nota fingle 
Man amongft them, who would not, for the 
Value of five Shillings, bring him to the Gallows. 
Theſe Apprehenſions ſo conſtantly broke his 
Reſt, and kept him fo aſſiduouſly on his Guard, 
to fruſtrate and circumvent any Defigns which 
might be forming againſt him ; that his Condi- 
tion, to any other than the glorious Eye of Am- 
bition, might ſeem rather deplorable, than the 
Object of Envy or Deſire, 

CHAP. 


Ch. 14. Mr. JoNATrHAN WII D. 175 


CHAP. XIV. 


In which our Hero makes a Speech well worthy ta 
be celebrated; and the Behaviour of one of the 
Gang perhaps more unnatural than any ether 


Part of this Hiſtory. 


HERE was in the Gang a Man named 
Blueſęin; one of thoſe Merchants who 
trade in dead Oxen, Sheep, Sc. in ſhort, what 
the Vulgar call a Butcher, This Gentleman had 
two Qualities of a great Man, v:z. undaunted 
Courage, and an abſolute Contempt of thoſe ri- 
diculous Diſtinctions of Meum and Tuum which 
would cauſe endleſs Diſputes, did not the Law 
happily decide them by converting both into Sum. 
The common Form of exchanging Property by 
Trade feemed to him too tedious; he therefore re- 
ſolved to quitthe mercantile Profeſſion, and, falling 
acquainted with ſome of Mr. Wild's People, he 
provided himſelf with Arms, and enliſted of the 
Gang. In which he behaved for ſome time with 
great Decency and Order, and ſubmitted to accept + 
fuch Share of the Booty with the reſt, as our 
Hero allotted him. | 
Bor this Subſerviency agreed ill with his 
Temper; for we ſhould have before remembered 
a third heroic Quality, namely, Ambition, which 
was no inconſiderable Part of his Compoſition, 
One Day, therefore, having robbed a Gentle- 
man at Windſor of a Gold- Watch; which, on its 
being advertifed in the News-Paper, with a con- 
ſiderable Reward, was demanded of him by Wild, 
he peremptorily refuſed to deliver it. 
« How, Mr. Blueſtin ] ſays Wild, you will 
e not deliver the Watch? No, Mr. Wild, an- 
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ſwered he; I have taken it, and will keep it ; or, 
if I diſpoſe of it, I will diſpoſe of it myſelf, and 
keep the Money for which I ſell it. Sure, replied - 
Hild, you have not the Aſſurance to pretend you 
have any Property or Right in this Watch? J 
am certain, returned Blucſtin, vrhether J have 
any Right in it or no, you can prove none. 
I will undertake, cries the other, to ſhew 1 
have an abſolute Right to it, and that by the 
Laws of our Gang, of which I am providen- 
tially at the Head. I know not who put 


you at the Head of it, cries Blucſein; but 


thoſe who did, certainly did it for their own 
Good, that you might conduct them the bet- 
ter in their Robberies, inform them of the 
richeſt Booties, prevent Surprizes, pack Juries, 
bribe Evidence, and ſo contribute to their Be- 
nefit and Safety; and not to convert all their 
Labour and Hazard to your own Benefit and 
Advantage. You are greatly miſtaken, Sir, 
anſwered Wild; you are talking of a legal 
Society, where the chief Magiſtrate is always 
choſen for the Public Good, which, as we ſee 
in all the legal Societies of the World, he 
conſtantly conſults, daily contributing, by his 
ſuperiour Skill, to their Proſperity, and not 


 facrificing their Good to his own Wealth, or 
Pleaſure, or Humour: But in an illegal Society 


or Gang, as this of ours, it 1s otherwiſe ; for 
who would be at the Head of a Gang, unleſs 
for his own Intereſt? And without a Head, 
you know, you cannot ſubſiſt. Nothing but 
a Head, and Obedience to that Head, can 
preſerve a Gang a Moment ſrom Deſtruction, 
It is abſolutely better for you to content your- 
ſclves with a moderate Reward, and enjoy 
that in Safety at the Diſpoſal of your Chief, 
„ than 
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« than to engroſs the whole with the Hazard to 
ce which you will be liable without his Protecti- 
* on. And ſurely there is none in the whole 


„Gang, who hath leſs Reaſon to complain than 


you; you have taited of my Favours; witneis that 
Piece of Ribbon you wear in your Hat, witn 
& which I dubbed you Captain. There- 
ce fore pray, Captain, deliver the Watch. 
&© D——-n your cajoling, fays Blueſtin: Do 
you think I value myſelf on this Biz of Rib- 
„ bon, which I could have bought myſelf for 


“ ſix-pence, and have worn without your Leave? 


Do you imagine I think myſelf a Captain, be- 
* cauſe you, whom I know not empowered to 
% make one, call me ſo? The Name of Cap- 
„e tain is but a Shadow: The Men and the Sala- 
ry are the Subſtance: And I am not to be 
% bubbled with a Shadow. I will be called 


„Captain no longer, and he who flatters me by. 


& that Name, I ſhall think affronts me, and I 
„ will knock him down, I aſlure you. Did 
« ever Man talk ſo unreaſonably ? cries Wild. 
„ Are you not reſpected as a Captain by the 


c whole Gang ſince my dubbing you ſo? But it. 


„is the Shadow only, it ſeems; and you will 
„knock a Man down for affronting you, who 
„calls you Captain | Might not a Man as reaſo- 
„% nably tell a Miniſter of State: Sir, you haue given 
« me the Shadotu only, The Ribbon, or the 
« Bauble, that you give me, implies that I have 
«© either fignalized myſelf, by ſome great Action, 
« for the Benefit aud Glory of my Gountry; or at 
% leaſt that I am deſcended from thoſe whoa have 
* done jo. I know myſelf to be a Scoundrel, and ſo 
* have been thoſe few Anceſtors I can remember, or 
* have ever heard of. Therefore I am reſolved to 
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« fnock the firſt Man down, who calls me Sir, or 
« Right Honourable, But all great and wiſe 
„Men think themſelves ſufficiently repaid by 
& what procures them Honour and Precedence 
in the Gang, without enquiring into Subſtance ; 
0 nay, if a Title, or a Feather, be equal to this 
„ Purpoſe, they are Subſtance, and not mere 
* Shadows. But I have not Time to argue with 
you at preſent, ſo give me the Watch without 
any more Deliberation. I am no more a Friend 
«© toDeliberationthanyourſelf, anſwered Blueſkin, 
& and ſo I tell you once for all, By G—— 1 
«© never will give you the Watch, no, nor will 
I ever hereafter ſurrender any Part of my 
„Booty. I won it, and I will wear it. Take 
„ your Piſtols yourſelf, and go out on the High- 
“ way, and don't lazily think to fatten yourſelf 
& with the Dangers and Pains of other People.“ At 


| which Words he departed in a fierce Mood, and 


repaired to the Tavern uſed by the Gang, where 
he had appointed to meet ſome of his Acquaint- 
ance, whom he informed of what had paſled be- 
tween him and Mild, and adviſed them all to 
follow his Example; wich they all readily agreed 
to, and Mr. Wild's D tion was the univer- 
ſal Toaſt; in drinking Bumpers to which they 
had finiſhed a large Bowl of Punch, when a 
Conſtable, with a numerous Attendance, and 
Wild at their Head, entered the Room, and 
ſeized on Blueſkin, whom his Companions, when 
they ſaw our Hero, did not dare attempt to reſcue. 
The Watch was found upon him, which, to- 


' gether with Wild's Information, was more than 


ſufficient to commit him to Newgate. 
In the Evening, Wild, and the reſt of thoſe 
who had been drinking with Blueſtin, met at the 
Tavern, 
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Tavern, where nothing was to be ſeen but the 
profoundeſt Submiſſion to their Leader. They 
vilified and abuſed Blugſtin as much as they hed 
before abuſed our Hero, and now repeated the 
ſame Toaſt, only changing the Name of Wild into 
that of Blueſtin. All agreeing with Wild, that 
the Watch found in his Pocket, and which muſt 
be a fatal Evidence againſt him, was a juſt Judg- 
ment on his Diſobedience and Revolt. | 
Tus did this Great Man, by a.reſolute and 
timely Example (for he went directly to the Juſ- 


tice when Blueſtin left him) quell one of the 


moſt dangerous Conſpiracies which could poſſibly 
ariſe in a Gang; and which, had it been per- 
mitted one Day's Growth, would inevitably have 
ended in his Deſtruction; ſo much doth it be- 
hove all great Men to be eternally on their 
Guard, and expeditious in the Execution of their 


Purpoſes ; while none but the weak and honeſt 
can indulge themſelves in Remiſſneſs or Re- 


poſe. 


FE Athates, Fireblood, had been preſent at 


both theſe Meetings ; but though he had a little 
too haſtily concurred in curſing his Friend, and 
in vowing his Perdition ; yet now he ſaw all that 
Scheme diſſolved, he returned to his Integrity; of 


which he gave an inconteſtable Proof, by inform- 


ing Wild of the Meaſures which had been con- 


certed againſt him. In which, he ſaid, he had 


pretended to acquieſce, in order the better to be- 


tray them; but this, as he afterwards confeſſed 


on his Death-Bed, at Tyburn, was only a Copy 
of his Countenance : For that he was, at that 


Time, as fincere and hearty in his Oppoſition te 


Wild as any of his Companions. 
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Our Hero received Fireblood's Information 
with a very placid Countenance. He ſaid, as 
the Gang had ſeen their Errors, and repented, 
nothing was more noble than Forgiveneſs. But 
though he was pleaſed modeſtly to aſcribe this to 
his Lenity, it really aroſe from much more noble 
and political Principles. He conſidered that it 


would be dangerous to attempt the Puniſh- 


ment of ſo many; beſides, he flattered himſelf 
that Fear would keep them in Order ; and in- 
deed Fireblood had told him nothing more than 
he knew before, viz. that they were all complete 
Prigs, whom he was to govern by their Fears, 
and in whom he was to place no more Confi- 
dence than was neceſſary, and to watch them 
with the utmoſt Caution and Circumſpection; for 


a Rogue, he wilely ſaid, like Gunpowder, muſt 


be uſed with Caution ; fince both are altogether 
as liable to blow up the Party himſelf who uſes 
them, as to execute his miſchievous Purpoſe a- 
gainſt ſome other Perfon or Animal. OY 
WE will now repair to Newgate, it being 
the Place where moſt of the great Men of this 
Hiſtory are haſtening as faſt as poſſible; and to 
confeſs the Truth, it is a Caſtle very far from 
being an improper, or miſbecoming Habitation 
for any great Man whatever. And as this Scene 
will continue during the Reſidue of our Hiſtory, 
we ſhail open it with a new Book; and ſhall, 


* take this Opportunity of cloſing our 
third. 


W 


** 
ben, els — 
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The LIFE of the 


Late Mr. JonaTHan WILD the Great, 


B O O K IV. 
I. 


A Sentiment of the Ordinary's, worthy to be writ- 
ten in Letters of Gold; a very extraordinary In- 

dance of Folly in Friendiy; and a dreadful Ac- 
cident which befel our Hero. | 


EARTFREE had not been long in 

Newgate befcre his frequent Converſa- 

tion with his Children, and other In- 

ſtances of a good Heart, which betrayed them- 

ſelves in his Actions and Converſation, created 

an Opinion in all about him that he was one of the 

ſillieſt Fellows in the Univerſe. The Ordinary 

himſelf, a very ſagacious as well as very worthy 

Perſon, declared that he was a curſed Rogue, but 
no Conjurer, | 


WHAT 
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WHAT indeed might induce the former, i. e. 
the roguiſh Part of this Opinion in the Ordinary 
was a wicked Sentiment which Hearifree one 
Day diſcloſed in Converſation, and which we, 
who are truly orthodox, will not pretend to ju- 
ſtify, viz. That he believed a fincere Turk would 
be ſaved, To this the good Man, with becoming 
Zeal and Indignation, anſwered, I know not what 
may become of a ſincere Turk, but if this be your 
| Perſuaſion, I pronounce it impoſſible you ſhould be 
ſaved. No, Sir, fo far from a ſincere Turk's be- 
ing within the Pale of Salvation, neither will any 
fpneere Pieſbyterian, Anabaptiſt, mor Quaker 
whatever, be ſaved. | 

Bur neither did the one nor the other Part of 
this Character prevail on Friendly to abandon his 
old Mafter. He ſpent his whole Time with him, 
except only thoſe Hours when he was abſent for 
his Sake, in procuring Evidence for him againſt 
his Trial, which was now ſhortly to come on. 
Indeed this young Man was the only Comfort, 
beſides a clear Conſcience, and the Hopes beyond 
the Grave, which this poor Wretch had,; for the 
Sight of his Children was like one of thoſe alluring 
Pleaſures which Men in ſome Diſeaſes indulge 
themſelves often fatally in, which at once flatter 
and heighten their Malady, , 

FRIENDLY being one Day preſent while 
Fleartfree was, with Tears in his Eyes, embracing 
his eldeſt Daughter, and lamenting the hard Fate 
to which he feared he ſhould be obliged to leave 
her, ſpoke to him thus. I have long abſerved 
„with Admiration the Magnanimity with which 
you go thro' your own Misfortunes, and the 
„ ſteady Countenance with which you look on 
„Death. I have obſerved that all your Agonies 
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« ariſe from the Thoughts of parting with your 
Children, and of leaving them in a diſtreſt 
„Condition; now, tho' 1 hope all your Fears 
« will prove ill-grounded, yet, that I may re- 
„ lieve you as mueh as poſſible from them, be 
e aſſured, that as nothing can give me more real 
% Miſery, than to obſerve fo tender and loving a 
66 Concern in a Maſter, to whole Goodneſs I 
« owe ſo many Obligations, and whom | fo ſin- 
e cerely love, ſo nothing can afford me equal 
« Pleaſure with my contributing to leſſen or to 
„% remove it. Be convinced, therefore, if you 
te can place any Confidence in my Promiſe, that 
« [ will employ my little Fortune, which you 
% know to be not entirely inconſiderable, in the 
4e Support of this your little Family. Should 

e any Misfortune, which I pray Heaven avert, 
happen to you before you have better provided 
« for theſe little ones, I will be myſelf their 
% Father, nor ſhall either of them ever know 


„ Diftreſs, if it be any way in my Power to pre- 


event it. Your younger Daughter I will pro- 
ee vide for, and as for my little Prattler, your 
« elder, as J never yet thought of any Woman 
« for a Wife, I will receive her as ſuch at your 


„Hands; nor will I ever relinquiſh her for an- 


« other.” FHeartfree flew to his Friend, and 
embraced him with Raptures of Acknowledg- 
ments. He vowed to him that he had eaſed 
every anxious Thought of his Mind but one, 
and that he muſt carry with him out of the 
World. O Friendly, (cried he) it is my Con- 
« cern for that beſt of Women, whom I hate 
« myſelf for having ever cenſured in my Opinion. 
O Friendly, thou didſt know her Goodneſs, yet, 
© ſure her perfect Character none but m yore was 

Sever 
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c ever acquainted with. She had every Perfection 
both of Mind and Body, which caven hath 
„ indulged to her whole Sex, and poſſeſſed all in 
a higher Excellence than Nature ever indulged 
to another in any fingle Virtue, Can | bear 
the Lois of ſuch a Woman? Can | bear the 
„ Apprenenſions of what Miſchiefs that Villain 
may have done to her, of which Death is per- 
„ haps the lighteſt ?*?* Friendly gently inter- 
rupted him as foon as he ſaw any Opportunity, 
endeavouring to comfort him on this Head like- 
wiſe, by magnifving every Circumſtance which 
could poſſibly afford any Hopes of his ſeeing her 
again. 

"By this Kind of Behaviour, in which the young 
Man exemplified ſo uncommon an Height of 
Friendſhip, he had ſoon obtained in the Caſtle the 
Character of as odd and filly a Fellow as his 
Maſter. Indeed, they were both the By- word, 
Laughing-ſtock, and Contempt of the whole 
Place. N 

THE Seſſions now came on at the Old Baily. 
The Grand Jury at Hicks's- Hall had found the 
Bill of Indictment againſt Heartfree, and on the 
ſecond Day of the Seſſion he was brought to his 
Trial; where, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Efforts 
of Friendly, and of the honeſt old Female Ser- 
vant, the Circumſtances of the Fact corroborating 
the Evidence of Fireblood, as well as that of Mila, 
who counterfeited the moſt artful Reluctance at 
appearing againſt his old Friend Hearifree, the 
Jury found the Priſoner guilty. X 

WILD had now accompliſhed his Scheme; for 
as to what remained, it was certainly unavoidable, 
feeing that Heartfree was entirely void of Intereſt 
With the Great, and was beſides convicted on a 

W Statute, 
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on Statute, the Infringers of which could hope no 
th Pardon. | TE 
in TEE Cataſtrophe, to which our Hero had 
ed reduced this Wretch, was ſo wonderful an Effort 
ar of Greatneſs, that it probably made Fortune en- 
he vious of her own Darling; but whether it was 
zin from this Envy, or only from that known Incon- 
er- ſtancy and Weakneſs ſo often and judiciouſly re- 
er- ma ked in that Lady's Temper, who frequently lifts 
V, Men to the Summit of human Greatneſs, only 
1 ut lapſu graviore ruant ; | 
E certain it is, ſhe now began to meditate Miſchief 
againſt Mild, who ſeems to have come to that 
ne Period, at which all Heroes have arrived, and 
of which ſhe was reſolved they never ſhould tranſcend. 
he In ſhort, there ſeems to be a certain Meaſure of 
his Miſchief and Iniquity, which every great Man is 
d, to fill up, and then Fortune looks on him of no 
ole more Utfe than a Silk- Worm whoſe Bottom is 


ſpun, and deſerts him. Mr. Blueſtin was con- 
ly, victed the ſame Day of Robbery, by our Hero, 


he an Uakindneſs, which tho' he had drawn on him- 
he ſelf and neceſſitated him to, he took greatly amiſs ; 
his as Mild therefore was ſtanding near him, with that 
its Diſregard and Indifference which great Men are too 
r- careleſsly inclined to have for thoſe whom they have 
ng ruined ; Blueſein prively drawing a Knife, thruſt the 
1d, ſame into the Body of our Hero with ſuch Violence, 
at that all who ſaw it concluded he had done his Bu{t- 
he neſs. And indeed,had not Fortune,not ſo much out 

of Love to our Hero, as from a fixed Reſolution to 
for 2ccompliſh a certain Purpoſe of which we have 
le, formerly given a Hint, carefully placed his Guts 
eſt out of the Way, he muſt have fallen a Sacrifice 
| A | to 
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to the Wrath of his Enemy, which, as he after- 
wards ſaid, he did not deſerve; for had he been 
contented to have robbed and only ſubmitted to 
give him the Booty, he might have ſtill continued 
ſafe and un- impeached in the Gang; but ſo it 
was, that the Knife miſſing thoſe noble Parts (the 


nobleſt of many) the Guts, perforated only the 


hollow of his Belly, and cauſed no other Harm 


than an immoderate Effuſion of Blood, of which, 


tho” it at preſent weakened him, he ſoon after 


recovered. | 


Tris Accident, however, was in the End at- 
tended with worſe Conſequences: For as very 
few People (thoſe greateſt of all Men, abſolute 
Princes, excepted) attempt to cut the Thread of 
human Life, like the Fatal Siſters, merely out of 
Wantonneſs and for their Diverſion, but rather 
by ſo doing propoſe to themſelves the Acquiſition 
of ſome future Good, or the Avenging ſome paſt 
Evil; and as the former of theſe Motives did not 
appear probable, it put inguifitive Perſons on 
examining into the latter. Now, as the vaſt 
Schemes. of Wild, when they were diſcovered, 
however great in their Nature, ſeemed to ſome 
Perſons like the Projects of moſt other ſuch Per- 
ſons, rather to be calculated for the Glory of the 
great Man himſelf, than to redound to the general 
Good of Society; Deſigns began to be laid by 
ſeveral of thoſe who thought it principally their 
Duty, to put a Stop to the future Progreſs of our 
Hero, and a learned Judge particularly, a great 
Enemy to this Kind of Greatneſs, procured a 
Clauſe in an ACt of Parliament as a Trap for 
Wild, which he ſoon after fell into. By this Law 
it was made Capital in a Prig to ſteal with tbe 
| Hands 
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Hands of other People. A Law ſo plainly calcu- 
lated for the Deſtruction of all Priggiſb Greatneſs, 
that it was indeed impoſſible for our Hero to 
avoid it. 


HAP. II. 


A fhort Hint concerning popular Ingratitude. Mr. 
Wild's Arrival in the Caſtle, with other Oc- 
eurrences to be found in no other Hiſtory. 


F we had any Leiſure, we would here digreſs 

Ja little on that Ingratitude, which ſo many 
Writers have obſerved to ſpring up in the People 
in all free Governments towards their great Men; 
who, while they have been conſulting the Good 
of the Public, by raifing their own Greatneſs, in 
which the whole Body (as the Kingdom of France 
thinks itfelf in the Glory of their Grand Monarch) 
was ſo deeply concerned, have been fometimes 
ſacrificed by thoſe very People for whoſe Glory 
the ſaid great Men were ſo induſtrioufly at Work: 
And this from a fooliſh Zeal for a certain ridi- 
culous imaginary Thing called Liberty, to which 
great Men are obſerved to have a great Animoſity. 
Tris Law had been promulgated a very little 
Time, when Mr. Wild, having received from 
ſome dutiful Members of the Gang, a valuable 
Piece of Goods, did, for a Conſideration ſome- 
what ſhort of its original Price, re-convey it to 
the right Owner; for which Fact being ungrate- 
fully informed againſt by the ſaid Owner, he was 
ſurprized in his own Houſe, and being over- 
power'd by Numbers, was hurried before a Magi- 
ſtrate, and by him committed to that Caſtle, 
which, ſuitable as it is to Greatneſs, we do not 
chuſe to name too often in our Hiſtory, and where 
N | many 
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many great Men, at this Time, happened to be 
aſſembled. 

THE Governor, or, as the Law mote ho- 
nourably calls him, Keeper of this Caſtile, was 
Mr. Wild's old Friend and Acquaintance. This 
made the latter greatly ſatisfied with the Place of 
his Confinement, as he promiſed himſelf not only 
a kind Reception and handſome Accommodation 
there, but even to obtain his Liberty from. him, 
if he thought it neceſſary to deſire it: But alas! 


he was deceived, his old Friend knew him no 


longer, and refuſed to ſee him, and the Lieute- 
nant Governor inſiſted: on as high Garniſh: for 


Fetters, and as exorbitant a Price for Lodging, as 


if he had had: a fine Gentleman in Cuſtody for 
Murther, or any other genteel: Crime. 

To confeſs a melancholy Truth, it is a Cir- 
cumſtance much to be lamented.;. that there is 
no abſolute Dependance on the Friendſhip of great 
Men. An Obſervation, which hath been fre- 
quently made by thoſe who have lived in Courts 


or in Newgate, or in any other Place ſet apart for 


the Habitation of ſuch Perfons. 
TRE ſecond Day of his Confinement be was 
greatly furprized at receiving a Vilit from his 


Wife; and much more ſo, when, inſtead of a 
Countenance ready to inſult him, the only Mo- 


tive to which he could aſcribe her Preſence, he 
ſaw the Tears trickling down her lovely Cheeks, 
He embraced her with the utmoſt Marks of Af- 
tection, and declared he could hardly regret his 
Confinement, ſince it had produced ſuch an [n- 
ſtance of the Happineſs he enjoyed in her, whoſe 
Fidelity to him on this Occaſion would, he be- 
lieved, make him the Envy of moſt Huſbands, 
even in Newgate, He then begged her to dry 


her 
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her Eyes, and be comforted; for that Matters 
might go better with him than ſhe expected. 
« No, no, (ſays ſhe) I am certain you will be 
« found guilty Death, I knew what it would 
« always come to. I told you it was impoflible 
« to carry on ſuch a Trade long; but you would 
© not be adviſed, and now you ſee the Conſe- 
“ quence, now you repent when it is too late, 
„All the Comfort 1 ſhall have when you are 
« Exubbed, is that I gave you good Advice, If 
&« you had always gone out by yourſelf, as I would 
have had you, you might have robbed on to the 
End of the Chapter; but you was wiſer than 
c all the World, or rather lazier, and ſee what 
© your Lazineſs is come to — To the + Cheat, 
for thither you will go now, that's infallible. 
And a juſt Judgment on you for following your 
e headſtrong Will; J am the only Perſon to be 
6e pitied, poor I, who ſhall be ſcandalized for your 
« Fault. There goes ſhe whoſeHuſband was hanged: 
« Methinks I hear them crying ſo already.“ At 
which Words ſhe burſt into Tears. He could 
not then forbear chiding her for this unneceſſary 
Concern on his Account, and begged her not to 
trouble him any more. She anſwered with ſome 
Spirit, * On your Account, and be dd to you! 
«© No, if the old Cull of a Juſtice had not ſent me 
<« hither, I believe it would have been long enough 
ce before I ſhould have come hither to ſee after 
«you: D—n me, 1 am committed for the 
&« + Filing-Lay, Man, and we ſhall be both nubbed 
« together. I faith, my Dear, it almoſt makes 
% me Amends for being aubbed myſelf, to have 
e the Pleaſure of ſeeing thee nubbed too. In- 
| „„ 1 „ deed, 

* The Cant Word for hanging. Þ The Gallows. 

1 Picking Pockets. 
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« deed, my Dear, (anſwered Wild) it is what I 
ce have long wiſhed for thee ; but I do not deſire 
<< to bear thee Company, and I have ſtill Hopes 
<« to have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you go without 
cc me; at leaſt I will have the Pleaſure to be rid 
of you now.” And ſo ſaying, he ſeized her by 
the Waſte, and with ſtrang Arm flung her out of 
the Room; but not before ſhe had with her Nails 
left a bloody Memorial on his Cheek : And thus 
this fond Couple parted. 

WILD had ſcarce recovered himſelf from the 
Uneaſineſs into which this unwelcome Viſit, pro- 
ceeding from the diſagreeable Fondneſs of his 


Wife, had thrown him, than the faithful Achates 


appeared. The Preſence of this Youth was in- 
deed a Cordial to his Spirits. He received him 
with open Arms, and expreſſed the utmoſt Satis- 
faction in the Fidelity of his Friendſhip, which fo 
far exceeded the Faſhion of the Times, and ſaid 
many Things, which we have forgot, on the Oc- 
caſion; but we remember they all tended to the 
Praiſe of Fireblood, whoſe Modeſty, at length, put 
a Stop to the Torrent of Compliments, by aſſerting 
he had done no more than his Duty, and that he 
ſhould have deteſted himſelf, could he have for- 
ſaken his Friend in his Adverſity : and after many 
Proteſtations, that he came the Moment he heard 
of his Misfortune, he aſked him if he could be of 
any Service. Wild anſwered, ſince he had ſo 
kindly propoſed that Queſtion, he muſt ſay he ſhould 
be obliged to him, if he could lend him a few 
Guineas ; for that he was very ſeedy. Fireblood 
replied, that he was greatly unhappy in not having 
it then in his Power, adding many hearty Oaths, 
that he had not a Farthing of Money in his Pocket, 
which was, indeed, ſtrictly true; for he had only 
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a Bank-Note which he had that Evening pur- 
joined from a Gentleman in the Playhouſe- Paſſage. 
He then aſked for his Wife, to whom, to ſpeak 
truly, the Viſit was intended, her Confinement 
being the Misfortune of which he had juſt heard; 
for, as for that of Mr. 1/14 himſelf, he had known 
it from the firſt Minute, without ever intending 
to trouble him with his Company. Being in- 
formed therefore of the Viſit which had lately 
happened, he reproved Wild for his crue] Treat- 
ment of that good Creature ; then taking as 
ſudden Leave as he civilly could of the Gentle- 
man, he haſtened to comfort his Lady, who re- 
ceived him with great Kindneſs, | 


CHAP, HL. 
Curious Anecdotes relating to the Hiſtory of 
Newgate. 


THERE reſided in the Caſtle at the ſame 
Time with Mr. Wild, one Roger Johnſon, 
a very GREAT MAN, who had long been at the 
Head of all the Prigs in Newgate, and had raiſed 
Contributions on them. He examined into the 
Nature of their Defence, procured and inſtructed 
their Evidence, and made himſelf, at leaft in their 
Opinion, ſo neceſſary to them, that the whole 
Fate of Newgate ſeemed entirely to depend upon 
him. | © 7 
WII Vp had not been long under Confinement, 
before he began to oppoſe this Man. He repre- 
ſented him to the Prigs as a Fellow, who under 
the plauſible Pretence of aſſiſting their Cauſes, 
was in Reality undermining THE LIBERTIES 
oF NEWGATE. He at firſt threw out certain 
fly Hints and Inſinuations; but having by Degrees 
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formed a Party againſt Roger, he one Day aſ- 
ſembled them together, and ſpoke to them in the 


following florid Manner. 


Friends and Fellow-Citizens. 


« THE Cauſe which 1 am to mention to you 
& this Day, is of ſuch mighty Importance, that 
« when J conſider my own ſmall Abilities, I 
<« tremble with an Apprehenſion, left your Safety 
© may be rendered precarious by the Weakneſs 
© of him who hath undertaken to repreſent to 
you your Danger. Gentlemen, the Liberty of 
« Newgate is at Stake: Your Privileges have been 
long undermined, and are now openly violated 


„ by one Man; by one who hath engroſſed to 


<« himſelf the whole Conduct of your Trials, under 
„Colour of which, he exacts what Contributions 
<« on you he pleaſes: But are thoſe Sums appro- 
c priated to the Uſes for which they are raiſed ? 
« Your frequent Convictions at the Old Baih, 
„ thoſe Depredations of Juſtice, muſt too ſenſibly 
cc and ſorely demonſtrate the contrary. What 
C Kyidence doth he ever produce for the Priſo- 
£6 ner, which the Priſoner himſelf could not have 
& provided, and often better inſtructed? How 
c many noble Youths have there been loſt, when 
& a ſingle Alibi would have ſaved them! Should 
6 be ſilent, nay, could your own Injuries want 
& a Tongue to remonſtrate, the very Breath, 
& which by his Neglect hath been ſtopped at 
& the Cheat, would cry out loudly againſt him. 
cc Nor is the Exorbitancy of his Plunders viſible 
© only in the dreadful Conſequences it hath pro- 
c duced to the Prigs, nor glares it only in the 
6 Miſeries brought on them: It blazes forth in 
c“ the more deſirable Eſſects it hath wrought for 
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« himſelf, in the rich Perquiſites acquired by it: 
« Witneſs that Silk Night-Gown, that Robe of 
« Shame, which to his eternal Diſhonour he 
c publickly wears; that Gown, which I will not 
e {cruple to call the Winding- Sheet of the Liber- 
&« ties of Newgate. Is there a Prig who hath 
ce the Intereſt and Honour of Newgate ſo little at 
« Heart, that he can refrain from Bluſhing when 
he beholds that Trophy, purchaſed with the 
% Breath of fo many Prigs ] Nor is this all. His 
«© Waiſtcoat embroidered with Silk, and his Velvet 
% Cap, bought with the ſame Price, are Enſigns 
&« of the ſame Diſgrace, Some would think the 
% Rags which covered his Nakedneſs, when fuſt 
dc he was committed hither, well exchanged for 
ce theſe gaudy Trappings; but in my Eye, no 
«© Exchange can be profitable when Diſhonour is 
ce the Condition. If, therefore, Newgate —— ?? 
Here the only Copy which we could procure of this 
Speech breaks off abruptly; however, we can 
aſſure the Reader from very authentic Informa- 
tion, that he concluded with adviſing the Prigs 
to put their Affairs into other Hands. After which, 
one of his Party, as had been before concerted, in 
a very long Speech recommended him (Vid 
himſelf) to their Choice. | | | 

NEWGATE was divided into Parties on 
this Occaſion ; the Prigs on each Side repre- 
ſeating their Chief or great Man to be the only 
Perſon by whom the Affairs of Newgate could be 
managed with Safety and Advantage. The Prigs 
had indeed very incompatible Intereſts ; for where- 
as the Supporters of Fohnſon, who was in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Plunder of Newgate, were admitted to 
ſome Share under their Leader; fo the Abettors 
of Wild had, on his Promotion, the ſame Views 
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of dividing ſome Part of the Spoil among them- 
ſelves. It is no Wonder therefore they were both 
ſo warm on each Side. What may ſeem more 
remarkable was, that the Debtors, who were 
entirely unconcerned in the Diſpute, and who 
were the deſtined Plunder of both Parties, ſhould 
intereſt themſelves with the utmoſt Violence, 
ſome on Behalf of Vild, and others in Favour of 
Fohnſan. So that all Newgate reſounded with 

ILD for ever, JOHNSON for ever. And the 
poor Debtors re-echoed the Liberties of Newgate, 
which in the Cant Language ſignifies Plunder, 
as loudly as the Thieves themſelves. In ſhort, ſuch 
Quarrels and Animoſities happened between them, 
that they ſeemed rather the People of two Coun- 
tries long at War with each other, than the In- 
habitants of the ſame Caſtle, 

Warp's Party at length prevailed, and he 
ſucceeded to the Place and Power of Johnſon, 
whom he preſently ſtript of all his Finery ; but 
when it was propoſed, that he ſhould ſeli it, and 
divide the Money for the Good of the Whole; 
he waved that Motion, ſaying, it was not yet 
Time, that he ſhould find a better Opportunity, 
that the Clothes wanted cleaning, with many 
other Pretences, and, within two Days, to the 
Surprize of many, he appeared in them himſelf ; 
for which he vouchſafed no other Apology than, 
that they fitted him much better than they did 
Johnſon, and that they became him in a much 
more elegant Manner. | 
IIS Behaviour in Vild greatly incenſed the 
Debtors, particularly thoſe by whoſe Means he 
had been promoted. They grumbled extremely, 
and vented great [ndignation againſt Wild; when 
dene Day a very grave Man, and one of much 
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Authority among them, beſpoke them as fol- 
lows : | 

«© NoTHING ſure can be more juſtly ridi- 
& culous than the Conduct of thoſe, who ſhould 
« lay the Lamb in the Wolf's Way, and then 
« ſhould lament his being devoured. What a 
« Wolf is in a Sheepfold, a great Man is in So- 
„ ciety. Now, when one Wolf is in Poſſeſſion 
« of a Sheepfold, how little would it avail the 
e {imple Flock to expel him, and place another 
« in his Stead? Of the ſame Benefit to us is the 
e overthrowing one Prig in Favour of another. 
« And for what other Advantage was your 
Struggle? Did you not all know, that Mild 
and his Followers were Prigs, as well as John- 


„ /on and his? What then could the Contention 


<« be among ſuch, but that which you have now - 
e difcovered it to have been? Perhaps ſome 


© would fay, Is it then our Duty tamely to ſub- 


<©© mit to the Rapine of the Prig who now plun- 
„ders us, for Fear of an Exchange? Surely No: 
% But I anſwer, It is better to ſhake the Plunder 
off than to exchange the Plunderer. And by 
e what Means can we effect this, but by a total 
“ Change in our Manners? Every Prig is a 
Slave. His own Priggiſb Deſires, which en- 
ee fhve him themſelves betray him to the Ty- 
“ ranny of others. To preſerve, therefore, the 
„Liberty of Newgate, is to change the Manners 


of Newgate, Let us, therefore, who are con- 


„ fined here for Debt only, ſeparate ourſelves 

<« entirely from the Prigs; neither drink with 

& them, nor converſe with them. Let us, at 

the ſame Time, ſeparate ourſelves farther from 

&« Priggiſm itſelf. ' Inſtead of being ready, on 

e every „ to pillage each other, let 
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the Garniſh to his own Uſe, and to ſtrut openly 


ce us be content with our honeſt Share of the 
% common Bounty, and with the Acquiſition of 
£ our own Induſtry. When we ſeparate from 
© the Prigs, let us enter into a cloſer Alliance 
« with one another. Let us conſider ourſelves 
call as Members of one Community, to the 
% public Good of which we are to ſacrifice our 
„ private Views; not to give up the Intereſt of 
« the Whole for every little Pleaſure or Profit 
« which ſhall accrue to ourſelves, Liberty is 
<« conſiſtent with no Degree of Honeſty inferiour 
<« to this, and the Community where this abounds, 
« no Prig will have the Impudence or Auda- 
<« cicuſneſs to endeavour to enflave; or if he 


* ſhould, his own Deſttuction would be the only 
« Conſequence of his Attempt. But while one 


Man purſues his Ambition, another his Intereſt, 
5 another his Safety; while one hath a Roguery 
5 (a Priggiſm they here call it) to commit, and 
c another a Roguery to defend, they muſt natu- 
cc rally fly to the Favour and Protection of thoſe, 


ho have Power to give them what they deſire, 


“and to defend them from what they fear; nay, 
ce in this View it becomes their Intereſt to pro- 
« mote this Power in their Patrons. Now, 
Gentlemen, when we are no longer Prigs, we 
„ ſhall no longer have theſe Fears or theſe De- 
„ fires. What remains, therefore, for us, but to 
cc reſolve bravely to lay aſide our Priggi/m, our 
© Roguery in plainer Words, and preſerve our 
Liberty, or to give up the latter in the Preſer- 
vation and Preference of the former.“ 

THis Speech was received with much Ap— 
plauſe; however, Vild continued as before to 
levy Contributions among the Priſoners, to apply 
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in the Ornaments which he had ſtript from Fohn— 


n. To ſpeak ſincerely, there was more Brava- 
do than real Uſe or Advantage in theſe Trappings. 
As for the Night Gown, its Outſide indeed made 
a glittering tinſel Appearance, but it kept him 
not warm; nor could the Finery of it do him much 
Honour, ſince every one knew it did not properly 
belong to him: As to the Waiſtcoat, it fitted him 
very ill, being infinitely too big for him; and the 
Cap was ſo heavy, that it made his Head ake. Thus 
theſe Clothes, which perhaps (as they preſented 
the Idea of their Miſery more ſenſibly to the 
People's Eyes). brought him more Envy, Hatred, 
and Detraction, than all his deeper Impoſitions 
and more real Advantages ; afforded very little 
Uſe or Honour to the Wearer ; nay, could ſcarce 
ſerve to amuſe his own Vanity, when this was 
cool enough to reflet with the leaſt Seriouſneſs. 
And, ſhould I ſpeak in the Language of a Man 


who eſtimated human Happineſs withoutRegard to 


that Greatneſs, which we have ſo laboriouſly en- 
deavoured to paint in this Hiſtory, it is probable 
he never took (7,2. robbed the Priſoners of) 
a Shilling, which he himſelf did not pay too 
dear for, | | | 


E 

The Dead-Marrant arrives for Heartfree; on 
. which Occaſion Wild betrays fame human F/eak- 
TH E Dead - Warrant, as it is called, now 


1 came down to Newgate for the Execution of 
Heartfree among the reſt of the Priſoners. And 


here the Reader muſt excuſe us, who profeſs to 


draw 
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draw natural, not perfect Characters, and to re- 
cord the Truths of Hiſtory, not the Extrava- 
gancies of Romance, while we relate a Weakneſs 
in Vild, of which we are ourſelves aſhamed, and 
which we would willingly have concealed, could 
we have preſerved at the ſame Time that ſtrict 
Attachment to Truth and Impartiality, which we 
haye profeſſed in recording the Annals of this 
great Man, Know then, Reader, that this Dead- 
Warrant did not affect Heartfree, who was to 
ſuffer a ſhameful Death by it, with half the Con- 
cern it gave Mild, who had been the Occaſion of 
it. He had been a little ſtruck the Day before, 
on ſeeing the Children carried away in Tears from 
theic Father. This Sight brought the Remem- 
brance of ſome ſlight Injuries he had done the 
Father, to his Mind, which he endeavoured, as 
much as poſſible, to obliterate; but when one of 
the Keepers (1 ſhould ſay, Lieutenants of the 
Caſtle) repeated Heartfree's Name among thoſe 
of the Malefactors who were to ſuffer within a 
few Days, the Blood forſook his Countenance, 
and, in a cold ſtill Stream, mov'd heavily to his 
Heart, which had ſcarce Strength enough left to 
return it through his Veins. In ſhort, his Body 
ſo viſibly demonſtrated the Pangs of his Mind, 
that, to eſcape Obſervation, he retired to his 
Room, where he ſullenly gave vent to ſuch bitter 
Agonies, that even the injured Feartfree, had not 
the Apprehenſion of what his Wife had ſuffered 
ſhut every Avenue of Compaſſion, would have 
pitied him. 

Wren his Mind was thoroughly fatigued, and 
worn out with the Horrors which the approach- 
ing Fate of the poor Wretch, who lay under a 
Sentence which he had iniquitouſſy brought upon 

| him, 
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him, had ſuggeſted. Sleep promiſed him Relief; 
but this Promiſe was, alas! deluſive. This cer- 
tain Friend to the tired Body is often the ſevereſt 
Enemy to the oppreſſed Mind. So at leaſt it. 
proved to Wild, adding viſionary to real Hor- 
rors, and tormenting his Imagination with Phan- 
toms too dreadful to be deſeribed. At length 
farting from theſe Viſions, he no ſooner reco- 
vered his waking Senſes, than he cry'd out: I. 
„% may yet prevent this. Cataſtrophe. It is not 
5 too late to diſcover the Whole.” He then 
pauſed a Moment: But Greatneſs inſtantly re- 
turning to his Aſſiſtance, checked the baſe 
Thought, as it firſt offered itſelf to his Mind, 
He then reaſoned thus coolly with himfelf : Shall 
& J, like a Child, or a Woman, or one of thoſe 
© mean Wretches, whom I have always deſpiſed, 
ebe frightened by Dreams and viſionary Phan- 
ee toms,. to ſully that Honour which I have ſo 
& difficultly acquired, and fo gloriouſly main- 
te tained !} Shall I, to redeem the worthleſs Life 


of this filly Fellow, fuffer my Reputation to 


© contract a Stain, which the Blood of Millions 
ce cannot wipe away! Was it only that the few, 
« the ſimple Part of Mankind, ſhould call me a 
© Rogue, perhaps I could ſubmit ; but to be for 
% ever contemptible to the PRI[GS, as a 
© Wretch who wanted Spirit to execute my Un- 
ee dertaking, can never be digeſted. What is 
ee the Life of a fingle Man? Have not whole 
% Armies and Nations been ſacrificed to the 
„% Honour of ONE GREAT MAN? Nay, 
eto omit that firſt Claſs of Greatneſs, the Con- 
e querors of Mankind, how often have Numbers 
e fallen, by a fictitious Plot, e . ſatisfy the 
* Spleen, or perhaps exerciſe the. Ingenuity of a 
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Member of that ſecond Order of Greatneſs the 
„ Ainifterial ! What have I done then? Why, 
„I have ruined a Family, and brought an inno- 
c cent Man to the Gallows. I ought rather to 
„% weep, with Alexander, that I have ruined no 
„ more, than to regret the little I have done.” 
He at length, therefore, bravely reſolved to con- 
gn over Heartfree to his Fate, though it coſt him 
more ſtruggling than may eaſily be believed, ut- 
terly to conquer his Reluctance, and to baniſh 
away every Degree of Humanity from his Mind, 
theſe little Sparks of which compoſed one of thoſe 
Weakneſſes, which we lamented in the Opening 
ef our Hiſtory. 

Bur, in Vindication of our Hero, we mult beg 
Leave to obſerve, that Nature is ſeldom ſo kind 
as thoſe Writers who draw Characters abſolutely 
perfect. She ſeldom creates any Man fo com- 
pletely great, or completely low, but that ſome 
Sparks of Humanity will glimmer in the former, 
and fome Sparks of what the Vulgar call Evil, 
will dart forth in the latter; utterly to extinguiſh 
which will give ſome Pain and Uneaſineſs to both; 
for, I apprehend, no Mind was ever yet formed 
entirely fiee from Blemiſh, unleſs peradventure 
that of a ſanAifted Hypociite, whoſe Praiſes ſome 
well fed Flatterer hath gratefully thought proper 
to ſing forth, © | 


CHAP. V. 


Containing various Matters, 


HE Day was now come when poor Heart- 

free was to ſuffer an ignominious Death. 
Friendly had, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, confirmed 
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his Aſſurance of fulfilling his Promiſe, of becom- 
ing a Father to one of his Children, and a Huſ- 
band: to the other. "This gave him inexpieſlible 
Comfort, and he had, the Evening before, taken 
his laſt Leave of the little Wretches, with a Pen- 
derneſs which drew a Tear from one of the 
Keepers, joined to a Magnanimity which would 
have pleaſed a Stoic. When he was informed 
that the Coach, which Friendly had provided for 
him, was ready, and that the Reſt of the Priſoners 
were gone, he embraced that faithful Friend with 
great Paſſion, and begged that he would leave him 
here; but the other deſired Leave to accompany 
him to his Eud; which at laſt he was forced to 
comply with. And now he was proceeding to- 
wards the Coach, when he found his Difficulties 
were not yet over ; for now a Friend arrived, of 
whom he was to take a harder and more tender 
Leave than he had yet gone through. This 
Friend, Reader, was no other than Mrs. Heartfree 
herſelf, who ran to him with a Look all wild, 
ſtaring, and frantic, and, having reached his Arms, 
fainted away in them without uttering a ſingle 
Syllable. Aeartfree was, with great Difficulty, 
able to preſerve his own Senſes in ſuch a Surprize 
at ſuch a Seaſon. And indeed our good- natured 
Reader will be rather inclined to with this mi— 
ſerable Couple had, by dying in each other's 
Arms, put a final Period to their Woes, than have 
ſurvived to taſte thoſe bitter Moments which 
were to be their Portion, and which the unhappy 
Wife, ſoon recovering from the ſhort Intermiſſion 
of Being, now began to ſuffer, When ſhe be- 
came firſt Miſtreſs of her Voice, ſhe burſt forth 
into the following Accents: © O my Huſband ! 
„s this the Condition in which I find you 
FT K 5 | ce after 
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after our cruel Separation | Who hath done 
this? Cruel Heaven! What is the Occaſion ? 
{© | know thou canſt deferve no Ill. Tell me, 
* ſom ody who can ſpeak, while I have my 
* Senſes left to underſtand, — what is the 
*© Matter? *”” At which Words ſeveral laughed, 
and one anſwered: © The Matter | Why no 
„ great Matter, — The Gentleman is not the 
„ firſt, nor won't be the laſt : The worſt of the 
„Matter is, that if we are to ſtay all the Morning 
5© here, I ſhall loſe my Dinner.” Heariyree, 
pauſing a Moment, and recollecting himſelf, 
cry'd out: © 1 will bear all with Patience.” 
And then, addreſſing himſelf to the commanding 
Officer, begged he might only have a few Mi- 
nutes by himfelf with his Wife, whom he had 
not ſeen before, fince his Misfortunes. The great 
Man anſwered : „He had Compaſſion on him, 
„ and would do more than he could anſwer ; but 
he ſuppoſed he was too much a Gentleman not 
to know that ſomething was due for ſuch Ci- 
„ vility.” On this Hint, Friendly, who was 
himſelf half dead, pulled five Guineas out of his 
Pocket; which the great Man took, and ſaid, he 


would be fo generous to give him ten Minutes; 


on which one obſerved, that many a Gentleman 


had bought ten Minutes with a Woman dearer, 


and 'many other facetious Remarks were made, 
unneceſſary to be here related. Hearifree was 
now ſuffered to retire into a Room with his 
Wife, the Commander informing him at his 
Entrance, that he muſt be expeditious, for that 
the Reft of the good Company would be at the 
'Free before him, and he ſuppoſed he was a 


Gentleman of too much Breeding to make them 
wait. 
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THis: tender wretched Couple were now re- 
tired for theſe few Minutes, which the Comman- 
der without carefully meaſured with his Watch; 
and Heartfree was muftering all his Reſolution to 
part with what his Soul fo ardently doated on, and 
to conjure her to ſupport his Loſs for the ſake of 
her poor Infants, and to comfort her with the 
Promiſe of Friendly on their Account; but all 
his Deſign was Sans. Mrs. Heartfree could 
not ſupport the Shock, but again fainted away, 
and ſo entirely loſt every Symptom of Lite, 
that Hearifree called vehemently for Aſſiſtance. 
Friendly ruſhed firſt into the Room, and was ſoon 
followed by many others, and, what was remark- 
able, one who had unmoved beheld the tender 
Scene between theſe parting Lovers, was touched 
to the quick by the pale Looks of the Woman, 
and ran up and down for Water, Drops, &c. 
with the utmoſt Hurry and Confuſion, The ten 
Minutes were expired, which the Commander 
now hinted ; and ſeeing nothing offered for the 
Renewal of the Term (for indeed Friendly had 
unhappily emptied his Pockets) he began to grow 
very importunate, and at laſt told Heartfree, He 
ſhould be aſhamed not to act more like a Man. 
Heartfree begged his Parden, and faid, he would 
make him wait no longer. Then, with the 
deepeſt Sigh, ciy'd: „ O my Angel! and 
embracing his Wife with the utmoſt Eagerneſs, 
kiſſed her pale Lips with more Fervency than ever 
Bridegroom did the bluſhing Cheeks of his Bride; 
he then cry'd: * The Almighty bleſs thee, and, 
ce if it be his Pleaſure, reſtore thee to Life; it 
ce not, I beſeech him we may preſently meet 
6 again in a better World than this.“ He was 
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breaking from her, when, perceiving her Senſe 
returning, he could not forbear renewing his 
Embrace, and again preſſing her Lips, which 
now recovered Life and Warmth ſo faſt, that he 
begged one ten Minutes more to tell her what 
her Swooning had prevented her hearing. The 
worthy Commander, being perhaps a little touch- 


ed at this tender Scene, took Friendly aſide, and 


aſked him what he would give, if he would 
ſuffer his Friend to remain half an Hour? Friend- 
ly anſwered, any thing; that he had no more 
Money in his Pocket, but he would certainly 


pay him that Afternoon. Well then, I'll be 


moderate, ſaid he, — Twenty Guineas. —— 
Friendly anſwered, It is a Bargain. The Com- 
mander having exacted a firm Promiſe, cry'd, 
—— Then 1 don't care if they ſtay a whole 
Hour together; for what ſignifies hiding good 
News? — The Gentleman is reprieved —— 
of which he had juſt before received Notice in a 
Whiſper. It would be very impertinent to offer 
at a Deſcription of the Joy this occaſioned to 
the two Friends, or to Mrs, Hearifree, who was 
now again recovered, A Surgeon, who was 
happily preſent, was employed to- bleed them 
all. After which the Commander, who had his 
Promiſe of the Money again confirmed to him, 
wiſhed Heartfree Joy, and, ſhaking him very 
friendly by the Hands, cleared the Room of 
all the Company, and left the three Friends 
together, 2 8 
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CHAP. VI. 
In which the foregoing happy Incident is ac- 
| counted for. 
UT here, though I am convinced my good- 


natured Reader may almoſt want the Sur- 


geon's Aſſiſtance alſo, and that there is no Paſ- 


ſage in this whole Story, which can afford him 
equal Delight; yet left our Reprieve ſhould ſeem 
to reſemble that in the Beggar's Opera, T ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew him, that this Incident, which 
is undoubtedly true, is at leaſt as natural as delight- 
ful; for, we aſſure him, we would rather have 
ſuffered half Mankind to be hang'd, than have 
ſaved one contrary to the {ſtricteſt Rules of Writ- 
ing and Probability. 8 

BE it known then (a Circumſtance which I 
think highly credible) that the great Fireblood 


had been, a few Days before, taken in the Fact 


of a Robbery, and carried before the ſame Juſ- 
tice of Peace, who had, on his Evidence, com- 
mitted Heartfree to Priſon. This Magiſtrate, 
who did indeed no ſmall Honour to the Com- 
miſſion he bore, duly conſidered the weighty 
Charge committed to him, by which he was in- 


truſted with Deciſions affecting the Lives, Li- 


berties, and Properties of his Countrymen; he 


therefore examined always with the utmoſt Dili- 
gence and Caution into every minute Circum- 
ſtance. And, as he had a good deal balanced, 
even when he committed Hearifree, on the ex- 
cellent Character given him by Friendly and the 
Maid; and, as he was much ſtaggered on find- 
ing that of the two Perſons, on whoſe Evidence 
alone Heartfree had been committec and had how 
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ſince convicted, one was in Newgate for a Fe- 
lony, and the other was now brought before him 
for a Robbery, he thought proper to put the 
Matter very home to Fireblasd at this time. The 
young Achates was taken, as we have ſaid, in the 
Fact; ſo that Denial, he ſaw, was in vain. He, 
therefore, honeſtly confeſſed what he knew muft 
be proved; and deſired, on the Merit of the Diſ- 
coveries he made, to be admitted as an Evidence 
againſt his Accomplices. This afforded the hap- 
pieſt Opportunity to the Juſtice, to fatisfy his 
Conſcience” in relation to Hearifree. He told 
Fireblood, that, if he expected the Favour he ſo- 
heited, it muſt be on Condition, that he revealed 
the whole Truth to him concerning the Evidence 
which he had lately given againſt a Bankrupt, 
and which ſome Circumſtances had induced a 
Suſpicion of; that he might depend on it, the 
Truth would be diſcovered by other Means, and 
os ſome oblique Hints (a Deceit entirely juſti- 
able) that Wild himfelf had offered ſuch a Diſ- 
covery. The very Mention of Wild's Name im- 
mediately alarmed Fireblood, who did not in the 
leaſt doubt the Readineſs of that great Man to hang 
any of the Gang, when his own Intereſt ſeemed to 
require it, He therefore heſitated not a Mo- 
ment; but, having obtained a Promiſe from the 
Juſtice, that he ſhould be accepted as an Evi- 
dence, he diſcovered the whole Falſhood, and 
declared that he had been ſeduced by Wild to 
depoſe as he had done. | 
Tur fuſtice having thus luckily and timely 
diſcovered. this Scene of Villainy, alias Greatneſs, 
loſt not a Moment in uſing his utmoft Endea- 
vours to get the Caſe of the unhappy Convict re- 


preſented to the Sovereign; who immediately 


granted 
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granted him that gracious Reprieve, which cauſed 
ſuch Happineſs to the Perſons concerned; and 
which, we hope, we have now accounted for 
to the Satisfaction of the Reader. 

Tre good Magiſtrate having obtained this 
Reprieve for Heartfree, thought it incumbent on 
him to viſit him in the Priſon, and to ſound, if 
poſhble, the Depth of this Affair, that if he ſhould 
appear as innocent as he now began to conceive: 
him, he might uſe all imaginable Methods to ob- 
tain his Pardon and Enlargement. | 

THE next Day therefore after that, when the 
miſerable Scene above deſeribed had paſſed, he 
he went to Newgate, where he found thoſe three 
Perſons, namely Heartyree, his Wife, and Friendly, 
ſitting together. The Juſtice informed the Pri- 
ſoner of the Confeſſion of Fireblood, with the 
Steps which he had taken upon it. The Reader 
will eafily conceive the many outward Thanks 
as well as inward Gratitude which he received 
from all three ; but thoſe were of very little Con- 
ſequence to him, compared with the ſecret Satif- 
faction he felt in his Mind, from reflecting on the 
Preſervation of Innocence, as he ſoon after very 
clearly perceived was the Caſe. 

Wren he entred the Room, Mrs. Heartfree 
was ſpeaking with ſome Earneſtneſs: As he per- 
ceived, therefore, he had interrupted her, he 
begged ſhe would continue her Diſcourſe, which, 
if he prevented by his Preſence, he deſired to de- 
part; but Heartfree would not ſuffer it. He ſaid, 
ſhe had been relating ſome Adventures, which 
perhaps might entertain him to hear, and which 
ſhe the rather deſired he would hear, as they 
might ſerve to illuſtrate the Foundation on _ 

this 
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this Falſhood had been built, which had brought 


on her Huſband all his Misfortunes. 


TE Juſtice very gladly conſented, and 8 
Heartfree, at her Huſband's Deſire, began the; 


Relation from the firſt Renewal of Wild's Ac- 
quaintance with him; but, tho* this Recapi- 
tulation was neceſſary for the Information of 
our good Magiſtrate, as it would be uſeleſs, and 


perhaps tedious, to the Reader, we ſhall only re- 


peat that Part of her Story to which he 1s only a 
Stranger, beginning with what happened to her 
after Mild had been turned adrift in the Boat, by 
the Captain of the French Privateer. LP 


CHAP. VII. 


Mrs. Heartfree relates her Adventures. 


M ce geance which the French Captain exacted 
c on that Villain (our Hero) perſuaded me, that 
„I was fallen into the Hands of a Man of Ho- 
ce nour and Juſtice; nor, indeed, was it poſſible 
c for any Perſon to be treated with more Re- 
“ ſpect and Civility than I now was; but if this 
& could not mitigate my Sorrows, when I re- 
« fleted on the Condition in which I had been 
<« betrayed to leave all that was dear to me, much 
“ leſs could it produce ſuch an Effect, when J 
6 diſcovered, as I ſoon did, that I owed it chiefly 
< to a Paſſion, which threatned me with great 
<« Uneaſineſs, as it quickly appeared tobe very vio- 
c lent, and as I was abſolutely in the Power of the 
& Pexſon who poſſeſſed it, or was rather poſſeſſed 
& by it. I muſt however do him the Juſtice to 
<« fay, my Fears carried my Suſpicions farther 
& than I afterwards found I had any Reaſon to 
carry 


RS. Heartfree proceeded thus. The Ven- 
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carry them: He did indeed very ſoon acquaint 


me with his Paſſion, and uſed all thoſe gentle 
Methods, which frequently ſucceed with our 
Sex, to prevail with me to gratify it; but never 
once threatened, nor had the leaſt Recourſe to 
Force. He did not even once inſinuate to me, 
that I was totally in his Power, which I my- 
ſelf ſufficiently ſaw, and whence I drew the 
moſt dreadful Apprehenſions, well knowing, 
that as there are ſome Diſpoſitions ſo brutal, 
that Cruelty adds a Zeſt and Savour to their 
Pleaſures ; fo there are others whoſe gentler 
Inclinations are better gratified, when they win 
us by ſofter Methods to comply with their 
Deſires ; yet that even theſe may be often com- 
pelled by an unruly Paſſion to have recourſe at 
laſt to the Means of Violence, when they de- 
ſpair of Succeſs from Perſuaſion ; but I was 


happily the Captive of a better Man. My Con- 


queror was one of thoſe over whom Vice 
hath a limited Juriſdiction, and tho' he was 
too eaſily prevailed on to fin, he was proof 
againit any Temptation to Villainy. | 
We had been two Days almolt totally be- 
calmed, when a briſk Gale riſing, as we were 
in Sight of Dunkirk, we ſaw a Veſſel making 


full Sail towards us. The Captain of the Pri- 


vateer was ſo ftrong, that he apprehended no 
Danger but from a Man of War, which the 
Sailors diſcerned this not to be. He therefore 
firuck his Colours, and furled his Sails as 
much as poflible, in order to lie by and expect 


her, hoping ſhe might be a Prize.” (Here 
Hearifree ſmiling, bis Wife ſtopp'd and enquired 
the Cauſe. He told her, it was from her uſing 


the Sea Terms fo aptly : She laughed, and an- 


ſwered, 
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fwered, he would wonder leſs at this, when he 
heard the long Time ſhe had been on board: 
And then proceeded) <©* This Veſſel now came 
along: ſide of us, and hailed us, having per- 


< ceived that, on which we were aboard, to be of 


& her own Country : They begged us not to put 
é into Dunkirk, but to accompany them in their 
« Purſuit of a large Engliſh Merchant-Man, whom. 
% we ſhould eaſily overtake, and both together 
nas eaſily conquer. Our Captain immediately 
„ conſented to this Propofition, and ordered all 

* his Sail to be crowded. This was moſt un- 
„ welcome News to me; however, he com- 


4e fo ted ine all he could, by aſſuring me, I had 


nothing to fear, that he would be ſo far from 
offer ing the leaſt Rudeneſs to me himſelf, that 
„ he would at the Hazard of his Life protect me 
from it. This Afiurance gave me all the Con- 
ſolation, which my preſent Circumſtances and 
the dreadful Apprehenſions I had on your dear 
Account would admit” (At which Words the 


tendereſt Glances paſſed on both Sides between 


the Huſband and Wife. ) | 
We failed near twelve Hours, when we came 
in Sight of the Ship we were in purſuit of, and 
which we ſhould probably have ſoon come up 
„with had not a very thick Miſt raviſhed her 
from our Eyes. This Mift continued: ſeveral 
« Hours, and when it cleared up we diſcovered 
* our Companion at a great Diſtance from us; 
„but what gave us (I mean the Captain and 
his Crew) the greateſt Uneaſineſs, was the 
Sight of a very large Ship within a Mile of 
us, which preſently ſaluted us with a Gun, and 
now appeared to be a third Rate Engliſb Man 
War. Our Captain declared. the rr 
: cc Ot. 
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of either fighting or eſcaping, and accordingly 
c ſtruck, without waiting for the Broadſide which 
« was preparing for us, and which perhaps 
« would have prevented me from the Happineſs 
«© I now enjoy.” This occaſioned Heartfree to 
change Colour, his Wife therefore paſs'd haſtily 
to Circumſtances of a more ſmiling Complexion. 
I greatly rejoiced at this Event, as I thought 
« jt would not only reſtore me to the ſafe Poſ- 
“ ſeſſion of my Jewels, but to what I value be- 
60 you all the Treaſure in the Univerſe. My 
« Expectation, however, of both theſe was ſome- 
“ what croſt for the preſent: As to the former, 
“] was told, they ſhould be carefully preſerved 
« but that I muſt prove my Right to them, be- 
fore I could expect their Reſtoration ; which, 
« if I miſtake not, the Captain did not very 
« eagerly deſire J ſhould be able to accompliſh : 
« And as to the latter, I was acquainted, that I 
& ſhould be put a board the firſt Ship, which they 
« met on her Way to England; but that they 
«© were proceeding to the Weſt- Indies. ys 
I had not been long aboard the Man of War, 
e before I diſcovered juſt Reaſon rather to lament 
ce than rejoice at the Exchange of my Captivity ; 
« (for ſuch I concluded my preſent Situation to be.) 
© had now another Lover in the Captain of this 
« Engliſhman, and much rougher and leſs gallant 
« than the Frenchman had been. He uſed me 
&« with ſearce common Civility, as indeed he 
* ſhewet very little to any other Perſon, treating 
* his Officers little better than a Man of no great 
«© Good-Breeding would exert to his meaneſt 
«© Servant, and that too on ſome very irritating 
© Provocation. As for me, he addrefled me with 
«© the Iniolence of a Baſba to a Circaffian _ 5 
| | * 
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he talked to me with the looſe Licence in 


which the moſt profligate Libertines converſe 
with Harlots, and which Women abandoned 
only in a moderate Degree deteſt and abhor, 
He often kiſſed me with very rude Familiarity, 
and one Day attempted further. Brutality, when 
a Gentleman on board, and who was in my 
Situation, that is, had been taken by a Priva- 


teer and was retaken, reſcued me from his 


Hands ; for which the Captain confined him, 
tho' he was not under his Command, two 
Days in Irons; when he was releaſed (for J 
was not ſuffered to viſit him in his Confinement) 
I went to him and thanked him with the ut- 
moſt Acknowledgment, for what he had done 
and ſuffered on my Account. The Gentleman 
behaved to me in the handſomeſt Manner on 
this Occaſion; told me, he was aſhamed of 
the high Senſe I ſeemed to entertain of ſo ſmall 


an Obligation, of an Action to which his Duty 


as a Chriſtian, and his Honour as a Man, ob- 
liged him. From this Time I lived in great 
Familiarity with this Man, whom I regarded 
as my Protector, which he profeſſed himſelf 
ready to be on all Occaſions, expreſſing the ut- 
moſt Abhorrence of the Captain's Brutality, 
eſpecially that ſhewn towards me, and the 
Tenderneſs of a Parent for the Preſervation of 


my Virtue, for which I was not myſelf more 


ſolicitous than he appeared. He was, indeed, 
the only Man I had hitherto met, fince my un- 
happy Departure, who did not endeavour by 


all his Looks, Words, and Actions, to aſſure 


me, he had a Liking to my unfortunate Per- 
ſon. The reſt ſeeming deſirous of ſacrificing 
the little Beauty they complimented, to their 
5 6 | „% Deſires, 
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« Deſires, without the leaſt Conſideration of the 
“Ruin, which I earneſtly repreſented to them, 
« they were attempting to bring on me and on 
« my future Repole.” 

I now paſled ſeveral Days pretty free from 
« the Captain's Moleſtation, till one fatal Night:“ 
Here perceiving Heartfree grew pale, the com- 
forted him by an Aſſurance, that Heaven had 
preſerved her Chaſtity, and again had reſtored her 
un{ullied to his Arms. She continued thus: Per- 
„ haps, I gave it a wrong Epithet in the Word 

« fatal; but a wretched Night, I am ſure I may 
« call it, for no Woman, who came off victori- 
„ ous, was, I believe, ever in greater Danger. 
One Night, I fay, having drank his Spirits high 
« with Punch, in Company. with the Purſer, 
« who was the only Man in the Ship he admitted 
« to his Table, the Captain ſent for me into his 
Cabin; whither, tho unwilling, I was obliged to 
“ go. We were no ſooner alone together, than 
« he ſeized me by the Hand, and, after affronting 
„my Ears with Diſcourſe which I am unable to 
repeat, he ſwore a great Oath, that his Paſſion - 
« was to be dallied with no longer, that I muſt 


| © not expect to treat him in the Manner, to which 


«© a Set of Blockhead Land-Men ſubmitted. 
None of your Coquet Airs, therefore, with 
% me, Madam, ſaid he, for I am reſolved to have 
* you this Night. No ſtruggling nor ſquawling, 
„for both will be impertinent. The firſt Man 
who offers to come in here, I will have his 
Skin flea'd off at the Gangway. He then at- 
* tempted to pull me viol-ntly towards his Bed. 
I threw myſelf on my Knees, and with Tears 


“and Entreaties beſought his 'Compaſiion ; but 


* this Was, J found, to no Purpoſe: 4 then had 
Recourſe 
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« Recourſe to Threats, and endeavoured to 


<« frighten him with the Conſequence ; but nei- 


« ther had this, tho* it ſeemed to ftagger him 
c more than the other Method, ſufficient Force 


to deliver me. At laſt, a Stratagem came in- 


* to my Head, of which my perceiving him reel, 
„gave me the firſt Hint, I entreated a Moment's 
©; | 506k only, when collecting all the Spirits 
I could muſter, I put on a conſtrained Air of 
% Gayety, and told him with an affected Laugh, 
© he was the rougheſt Lover I had ever met with, 
«© and that I believed I was the firſt Woman he 
« had ever paid his Addreſſes to. Addreſſes, ſaid 
„ he, d—7 your Dreſſes, I want to undreſs you. 
I then begged him to let us drink ſome Punch 
together; for that I loved a Can as well as 
« himſelf, and never would grant the Favour to 
& any Man till I had drank a hearty Glaſs with 
% him, O, faid he, if that be all, you ſhall have 
«© Punch enough to drown yourſelf in. At which 
Words he rung the Bell, and ordered in a Gal- 
<< lon of that Liquor. I was in the mean time 
< obliged to ſuffer his nauſeous Kifles, and ſome 
« Rudenefſes which I had great Difficulty to 
c reſtrain within moderate Bounds. When the 
Punch came in, he took up the Bowl and drank 
„ my Health oftentatiouſly, in ſuch a Quantity, 
<« that it conſiderably advanced my Scheme. I 
5 followed him with Bumpers, as faſt as poſſible, 
© and was myſelf obliged to drink ſo much, that 
at another time it would have ftaggered my 
© own Reaſon, but at preſent it did not affect me. 
« At length, perceiving him very far gone, I 
«© watched an Opportunity, and ran out of the 
Cabin, reſolving to ſeek Protection of the Sea, 
if I could find no other: But Heaven was now 


as gra- 
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„ praciouſly pleaſed to relieve me; for in his 


« Attempt to purſue me, he reeled backwards, 
« and falling down the Cabin Stairs, he diſlocated 
« his Shoulder, and ſo bruiſed himfelf, that I was 
« not only preſerved that Night from any Dan- 
« ger of my intended Raviſher ; but the Acci- 
« dent threw him into a Fever, which endan- 
« gered his Life, and whether he ever recovered 
or no, I am not certain; for during his de- 
« lirious Fits, the eldeſt Lieutenant commanded 
% the Ship. This was a virtuous and a brave 
„Fellow, who had been twenty five Years in 
that Poſt without being able to obtain a Ship, 
“ and had ſeen ſeveral Boys, the Baſtards of No- 
« blemen, put over his Head. One Day, while 
© the Ship remained under his Command, an 
« Engliſh Veſſel bound to Cork, paſſed by; my- 
« ſelf and my Friend, who had formerly lain two 
% Days in Irons on my Account, went on board 
“this Ship, with the Leave of the good Lieu- 
ce tenant, who made us ſuch Preſents as he was 
e able of Proviſions, and congratulating me on 
« my —_ from a Danger to which none of 
“ the Ship's Crew had been Strangers, he kindly 
« wiſhed us both a ſafe Voyage.” 


CHAP. VIL 


In which Mrs. Heartfree continues the Relation 
of her Adventures. 


5 H E firſt Evening after we were aboard 
« this Veſſel, which was a Brigantine, we 
being then at no very great Diſtance from the 
« Madeiras, the moſt violent Storm aroſe from 
„the North-Weſt, in which we preſently loſt 
« both our Maſts; and indeed Death now pre- 

| & ſented 
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not tell my "Tommy what were then my 
Though's. Our Danger was ſo great, that 
the Captain of the Ship, a profeſſed Athei/?, 
betook himſelf to Prayers, and the whole 
Crew, abandoning themſelves for loſt, fell 
with the utmoſt Eagerneſs to the emptying a 
Caſk of Brandy, not one Drop of which, they 
ſwore, ſhould be polluted with Salt Water. I 
obſerved here, my old Friend diſplayed leſs 
Courage than I expected from him. He ſeem- 
ed entirely ſwallowed up in Deſpair. But, 
Heaven be praiſed | we were all at laſt pre- 
ſerved. The Storm, after about eleven Hours 
Continuance, began to abate, and by Degrees 
entirely ceaſed ; but left us ſtill rolling at the 
Mercy of the Waves, which carried us at 
their own Pleaſure to the South-Eaſt, a vaſt 
Number of Leagues. Our Crew were all 
dead drunk with the Brandy which they had 
taken ſuch Care to preſerve from the Sea ; but, 
indeed, had they been awake, their Labour 
would have been of very little Service, as we 
had loſt all our Rigging ; our Brigantine being 
reduced to a naked Hulk only. In this Condi- 
tion we floated above thirty Hours, till in the 
midſt of a very dark Night we ſpied a Light, 
which ſeeming to approach us, grew ſo large, 
that our Sailors concluded it to be the Lant- 
horn of a Man of War; but when we were 
cheering ourſelves with the Hopes of our De- 
liverance from this wretched Situation, on a 
ſudden, to our great Concern, the Light en- 
tirely diſappeared and left us in a Deſpair, en- 
creaſed by the Remembrance of thoſe pleaſing 


Imaginations with which we had entertained 


„ Our 
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« our Minds during its Appearance. The reſt of 
the Night we paſſed in melancholy Conjectures 
on the Light which had deſerted us, which 
“ the tanks Pa of the Sailors concluded to be 
« a Meteor. In this Diſtreſs we had one Com- 
« fort, which was a plentiful Store of Proviſion : 


This ſo ſupported the Spirits of the Sailors, 


«© that they declared, had they but a ſufficient 
« Quantity of Brandy, they cared not whether 
% they ſaw Land for a Month to come: but 
% indeed, we were much nearer it than we 
« imagined, as we perceived at Break of Day : 
«© One of the moſt knowing of the Crew de- 
c clared we were near the Continent of Africa; 


„but when we were within three Leagues of it, 


« a ſecond violent Storm aroſe from the North, 
4 ſo that we again gave over all Hopes of Safety. 
This Storm was not quite ſo outragious as the 
« former, but of much longer Continuance, for 
& it laſted near three Days; and drove us an im- 
* menſe Number of Leagues to the South. We 
„ were within a League of the Shore, expecting 
«© every Moment our Ship to be daſhed in 
© Pieces, when the Tempeſt ceaſed all on a ſud- 
c den; but the Waves ſtill continued to roll 
& like Mountains, and before the Sea recovered 
« its calm Motion, our Ship was thrown ſo near 
„ the Land, that the Captain ordered out his 
„ Boat, declaring he had ſcarce any Hopes of 
„ faving her; and indeed we had not quitted 
e her many Minutes, before we ſaw the Juſtice 
of his Apprehenſions; for ſhe ſtruck againſt a 
« Rock, and immediately funk. The Behavi- 
& our of the Sailors on this Occaſion very much 
<« affefted me, they beheld their Ship periſh with 
© the Tenderneſs of a Lover or a Parent, they 

Vol. I. L | e ſpoke 
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ce 
* 


ſpoke 0 her as the fondeſt Huſband would of 


his Wife; and many of them, who ſeemed to 
have no Tears in their Compoſition, ſhed 
them plentifully at her ſinking. The Captain 
himſelf cried out, G thy May, charming 
Molly, the Sea never devoured a lovelier Morſel. 
VI = fifty Veſſels, T ſhall never love another 
lite thee, Poor Slut! 1 ſhall remember thee to 


my dying Day. — Well, the Boat now con- 


veyed us all ſafe to e where we landed 
with very little Difficulty. It was now about 


Noon, and the Rays of the Sun, which de- 
ſcended almoſt perpendicular on our Heads, 


were extremely hot and troubleſome. How: 
ever, we travelled through this extreme Heat 


about five Miles over a Plain. This brought 


us to a vaſt Wood, which extended itſelf as 
far as we could ſee both to the right and left, 


and ſeemed to me to put an entire End to our 


Progreſs. Here we decreed to reſt and dine 


on the Proviſion which we had brought from 


the Ship, of which we had ſufficient for very 
* few Meals; our Boat being ſo overloaded 
with People, that we had very little Room for 
Luggage of any Kind. Our Repaſt was ſalt 


Pork broiled, which the Keenneſs of Hunger 
made ſo delicious to my Companions, that 


they fed very heartily upon it. As for myſelf, 


the Fatigue of my Body and the Vexation of 
my Mind had ſo thoroughly weaken'd me, that 
I was almoſt entirely deprived, of Appetite; 
and the utmoſt Dexterity of the, moſt accom- 


pliſhed French Cook would have been ineffec- 


tual, had he endeavoured to tempt me with 
Delicacies. I thought myſelf very little à 
Gajper by my iate Elcape from the .Tempeſt, 
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by which I ſeemed only to: have exchanged the 
Element in which I was preſently: to die. 
When our Company had ſufficiently,” and 
indeed very plentifully, feaſted themſelves, they 
reſolved to enter the Wood and .endeavour to 
paſs it, in Expectation of finding ſome Inhabi- 
tants, at leaſt ſome Proviſion. Mie proceeded 
therefore in the following Order; one Man in 
the Front with a Hatchet to clear our Way, 
and two others: followed him with Guns to 
protect the reſt from wild Beaſts; then walked 
the reſt of our Company, and laſt of all. the 
Captain himſelf, being armed likewiſe, with a 
Gun to defend us from any Attack : behind, in 
the Rear, I think, you call it. And thus. our 


whole Company, being fourteen in Number, 


travelled on *till:Night overtook us, without 
ſeeing any thing unleſs a feẽC Birds, and ſome 
very inſignificant Animals. We reſted all 
Night under the Covert of ſome Trees, and 
indeed we very little wanted Shelter at that 
Seaſon, the Heat in the Day being the only 
Inclemency we had to combat with in this 
Climate. I cannot help telling you, my old 
Friend lay ftill neareſt to me on the Ground, 
and declared he would be my Protector, ſhould 
any of the Sailors offer Rudeneſs ; but I can 
acquit them of any ſuch Attempt; nor was 
I. ever affronted by any one, more than 
with a coarſe Expreſſion, proceeding rather 


from the Roughneſs and Ignorance. of their 


Education, than from any; abandoned Prin- 
ciple or want of Humanity, . _ 


We had now proceeded very Jittle Way on 
66 
40 


our next Day's March, when one of the Sai- 
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« Aſſiſtance of a ſpeaking Trumpet, informed 
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us, that he ſaw a Town a very little Way off, 


This News ſo comforted me, and gave me 
ſuch Strength, as well as Spirits, that, with 
the Help of my old Friend and another who 
ſuffered me to lean on them, I, with much 
Difficulty, attained the Summit ; but was fo 
abſolutely overcome in climbing it, that I had 
no longer ſufficient Strength to ſupport my 
tottering Limbs, and was obliged to lay myſelf 
again on the Ground; nor could they prevail 
on me to undertake deſcending through a very 
thick Wood into a Plain, at the End of which 
indeed appeared ſome Houſes or rather Huts ; 
but at a much greater Diſtance than the Sailor 
had aſſured us. The little Way, as he had 


called it, ſeeming to me full twenty Miles, 


nor was it, I believe, much leſs. 


CHAP. IX. 
Containing Incidents very ſurprixing. 


HE Captain declared, he would, without 
Delay, proceed to the Town before him; 
in which Reſolution he was ſeconded by all the 
Crew; but when I could not be perſuaded, nor 
was I able to travel any farther before I had 
reſted myſelf, my old Friend proteſted, he 
would not leave me, but would ſtay behind as 
my Guard ; and, when I had refreſhed myſelf 
with a little Repoſe, he would attend me to the 
Town, which the Captain promiſed he would 
not leave, before he had ſeen us. 
„ TR were no ſooner departed than (hav- 
ing firſt thanked my Protector for his Care of 
me) I reſigned myſelf to ſleep, which immedi- 
| © ately 
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ately cloſed my Eyelids, and would probably 
have detain'd me very long in his gentle Do- 
minion, had I not been awaked with a Squeeze 
by the Hand by my Guard ; which I at firſt 
thought intended to alarm me with the Dan- 
ger of ſome wild Beaſt ; but I ſoon perceived 
it aroſe from a ſofter Motive, and that a gen- 
tle Swain was the only wild Beaſt I had to ap- 
prehend. 

« He began now to diſcloſe his Paſſion in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner imaginable, indeed with a 
Warmth rather beyond that of both my former 
Lovers; but as yet without any Attempt of 
abſolute Force. On my Side Remonſtrances 
were made in more bitter Exclamations and 
Revilings than I had uſed to any, that Villain 
Wild excepted. I told him, he was the baſeſt 
and moſt treacherous Wretch alive ; that his 
having cloaked his iniquitous Deſigns under 
the Appearance of Virtue and Friendſhip, add- 
ed an ineffable Degree of Horrour to them; 
that I deteſted him of all Mankind the moſt, 
and, could I be brought to yield to Proſtitu- 
tion, he ſhould be the laſt to enjoy the Ruins of 
my Honour. He ſuffered himſelf not to be 


provoked by this Language, but only changed 


his Method of Solicitation from Flattery to 
Bribery. He unript the Lining of his Waſt- 
coat, and pulled forth feveral Jewels; theſe, he 
ſaid, he had preſerved from infinite Danger to the 
happieft purpoſe, if I could be won by them. 
I rejected them often with the utmoſt Indig- 
nation, till at laſt, caſting my Eye, rather by 
Accident than Deſign, on a Diamond Neck- 
lace, a Thought, like LOG ſhot through 
my Mind, and, in an inftant, I remembered, 

| L 3 * that 
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1 1 | bs 3 , 4 
«© that this was the very Necklace you had fold £l , 
„ the curſed Count, the Cauſe of all our Mif- " 
6 fortunes. The Confuſion of Ideas, into which 1 
s this Surprize hurried. me, prevented my res 0 


« flecting on the Villain who then ſtood before 5 
% me: But the firſt Recollection preſently told 1 
% me, it could be no other than the Count him- 4 
“ ſelf, the wicked Tool of Wild's Barbarity. NW 
&© Good Heavens! what was then my Condition 4 
„ How ſhall I deſcribe the Tumult of Paſſions 
«© which then laboured in my Breaſt ! However, 
as I was happily unknown to him, the leaft 
«£ Suſpicion on his Side was altogether impoſh- 
ble. He imputed, therefore, the Eagernefs 
« with which I gazed on the Jewels, to a very 
« wrong Cauſe, and endeavoured to put as much 
additional Softneſs into his Countenance as he 
<< was able. My Fears were a little quieted, 
« and I was reſolved to be very liberal of Pro- 
© mifes, and. hoped ſo thoroughly to perſuade 
him of my Venality, that he might, without 
any Doubt, be drawn in to wait the Captain 
and Crew's Return, who would, I was very 
« certain, not only preſerve me from his Violence, 
«© but ſecure the Reſtoration of what you had 
«© been fo cruelly robbed of. But, alas! I was 
«© miſtaken.” Mrs. Hearifree again perceiving. 
Symptoms of the utmoſt Diſquietude in her Huſ- 
band's Countenance, cry'd out: My Dear, 
<< Don't you apprehend any Harm.—But, to de- 
liver you as ſoon as poſſible from your Anxiety. 
hen he perceived I declined the Warmth 
of his Addrefles he begged me to conſider ; 
dhe changed at once the Tone of his Features, 
and, in a very different Voice from what he 
had hitherto affected, he ſwore, I ſhould not 
af . 
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deceive him as I had the Captain; that For- 
tune had kindly thrown an Opportunity in his 
Way, which he was reſolved not fooliſhly to 
loſe; and concluded with a violent Oath, 

that he was determined to enjoy me that Mo: 
ment ; and, therefore, I knew the Conſequence 
of Reſiſtance. He then caught me in his 
Arms, and began ſuch rude Attempts, that 
I ſkreamed out with all the Force I could, tho? 

I had ſo little Hopes of being reſcued, when 
there ſuddenly ruſhed forth from a Thicket, a 
Creature, which, at his firſt Appearance, and in 
the hurry of Spirits I then was, I did not take 
for a Man; but indeed had he been the fierceſt 
of wild Beaſts, I ſhould have rejoiced at his de- 
vouring us both. I ſcarce perceived he had a 
Muſquet i in his Hand, before he ſtruck my Ra- 
viſher ſuch a Blow with it, that he felled him 
at my Feet. He then advanced with a gentle 
Air towards me, and told mein French, he was 


extremely glad he had been luckily preſent to 
my Affiſtance. He was naked, except his 
middle and his Feet, if I can call a Body ſo 


which was covered with Hair almoſt equal to 


any Beaſt whatever. Indeed his Appearance 


was ſo horrid in my Eyes that the Friendſhip 
he had ſhewn me, as well as his courteous 
Behaviour, could not entirely remove the Dread 
I had conceived from his Figure, I believe he 
ſaw this very viſibly; for he begged me not to 
be frightened, ſince, whatever Accident had 
brought me thither, I ſhould have Reaſon to 
thank Heaven for meeting him, at whoſe Hands 
I might aſſure myſelf of the utmoſt Civilir 
and Protection. In the midſt of all this Con- 
r 1 had Spirits enough to take up the 
L 4 © Caſket 


33 


«c 
«Cc 
41 


4 
40 
40 
40 
4c 
40 
4c 
cc 
4c 
cc 
ac 
ac 
ac 
4c 
40 
c 
CC 
ac 
cc 
4c 
«c 
cc 
40 
0 
( 
CC 


«c 
«c 


224 The LIFE of Book IV. 
Caſket of Jewels, which the Villain, in falling, 


46 


had dropt out of his Hands, and conveyed it in- 
to my Pocket. My Deliverer telling me, that 
I ſeemed extremely weak and faint, deſired me 
to refreſh myſelf at his little Hut, which, he 
faid, was hard by. If his Demeanour had 
been leſs kind and obliging, my deſperate 
Situation muſt have lent me Confidence; for 


ſure the Alternative could not be doubtful, 


whether I ſhould rather truſt this Man, who, 
notwithſtanding his ſavage Outſide, expreſſed 
ſo much Devotion to ſerve me, which at leaſt I 
wasnotcertain of the Falſhood of, orſhould abide 
with one whom I ſo perfectly well knew to be 
an accompliſhed Villain. I, therefore, com- 
mitted myſelf to his Guidance, though with 
Tears in my Eyes, and begged him to have 
Compaſſion on my Innocence, which was ab- 


folutely in his Power. He ſaid, the Treat- 


ment he had been Witneſs of, which, he ſup- 
poſed, was from one, who had broken his 
Truft towards me, ſufficiently juſtiſied my 
Suſpicion ; but begged me to dry my Eyes, 
and he would ſoon convince me, that I was 
with a Man of different Sentiments. The 
kind Accents which accompanied theſe Words, 
gave me ſome Comfort, which was aſſiſted 

the Re-poſleflion of our Jewels by an Acct- 
dent, ſo ſtrongly favouring of the Diſpoſition 
of Providence in my Favour. 5 
« WE left the Villain weltering in his Blood, 
tho* beginning to recover a little Motion, and 


walked together to his Hut, or rather Cave; 


& for it was under Ground, on the Side of a 
„Hill; the Situation was very pleaſant, and, 
« from its Mouth, we overlooked a large Plain, 


hs and 


E cc 


V. . JoxATHAN W1rD. 225 


= 8. and the Town I had before feen. As ſoon as 
n- J entred it, he deſired me to ſit down on a 
at % Bench of Earth, which ſerved him for Chairs, 
ne “and then laid before me ſome Fruits, the wild 
he « Product of that Country, one or two of which 
ad „ had an excellent Flavour. He likewiſe pro- 
te % duced ſome baked Fleſh, a little reſembling 
or & that of Veniſon. He then brought forth a 
ul, © Bottle of Brandy, which, he faid, had re- 
o, % mained with him ever fince his ſettling there, 
ed „ now above thirty Years; during all which 
I Time he had never opened it, his only Li- 
le % quor being Water; that he had reſerved this 
* « Bottle as a Cordial in Sickneſs; but, he thanked 


1 Heaven, he had never yet had Occaſion for it. 
th „He then acquainted me, that he was a Her- 
e „ mite, that had been formerly caſt away on 


'66 that Coaſt, with his Wife, whom he dearly 
% loved, but could not preferve from pe- 
“ riſhing; on which Account he had reſolved 
« never to return to France, which was his na- 
« tive Country, but to devote himſelf to Prayer, 

«© and a holy Life, placing all his Hopes in the 
4 bleſſed Expectation of meeting that dear Wo- 
% man again in Heaven, where, he was con- 
„ vinced, ſhe was now a Saint, and an Inter- 
« eder for him. He ſaid, he had exchanged a 
„Watch with the King of that Country, whom 
« he deſcribed to be a very juſt and good Man, 
'«« for a Gun, ſome Powder, Shot, and Ball; 
cc with which he ſometimes provided himſelf 
«© Food, but more generally uſed it in defending 
„ himſelf againſt wild Beaſts ; ſo that his Diet 

„ was chiefly - of the vegetable kind, He told 
c me many more Circumſtances, which I may 
relate to you hereafter; But, to be as Ng 
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„ ciſe as poſſible at preſent, he at length greatly 10 
comforted me, by promiſing to conduct me to 

ea Sea- port, where I might have an Opportunity by 
ee to: meet. with ſome Veſſels trafficking for ” 
% Slaves; and whence I might once more com- " 
mit myſelf to that Element, which, though 1 7 
had already ſuffered” ſo much on it, I muſt a- | © 
„gain truſt, to put me in Poſſeſſion. of all I . 
oy ſoved. | ; 7 11 14 | , 4421 3 hg 
„„ Tu Character he gave me of the Inhabi- ; 
<< tants of the Town we ſaw below: us, and of 2 
-< their King, made me defirous of being con- a 
* ducted thither; eſpecially as I very much wiſhed 5 
% to ſee the Captain and Sailors, who had be- þ 


„ haved very kindly to me, and with whom, 
% notwithſtanding all the civil Behaviour of the 
« Hermit, I was rather eaſier in my Mind, than 
„ alone with this ſingle Man; but he diſſuaded 
me greatly from attempting ſuch a Walk, till T 
had recreated my Spirits with Reſt, deſiring me 
to repoſe myſelf on his Couch or Bank, ſaying, 
„ that he himſelf would retire without the Cave, 


„ where he would remain as my Guard. I ac- 
<< cepted this kind Propoſal; but it was long 
before I could procure any Slumber: How- 


ever, at length, Wearineſs prevailed over: 


„Tears, and I enjoyed ſeveral Hours Sleep. 
When I awaked, I found my faithful Centi- 
nel on his Poſt, and ready at my Summons. 
„This Behaviour infuſed ſome Confidence into 
„ me, and I now repeated my Requeſt, that he 
„ would go with me to the Town below; but 
© he anſwered, it would be better adviſed to 
take ſome Repaſt before I undertook the Jour- 
* ney, Which I ſhould find much longer than it 
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appeared. I conſented, and he ſet forth a 
greater Variety of Fruits than before, of which 
[ eat very plentifully; My Collation being 
ended, I renewed the Mention of my Walk; 
but he ſtill perſiſted in diſſuading me, telling me, 


that I was not yetitrong enough; thatTI couldre- 
poſe e no where with greater Safety, than 
in his 5 A 


ave; and that, for his Part, he could 
have no greater Happineſs than that of attend- 
ing me, adding with a Sigh, it was a Hap- 
pineſs he ſhould envy any. other, more than all 


the Gifts of Fortune. You may imagine, I 


began now to entertain Suſpicions; but he pre- 
ſently removed all Doubt, by throwing him- 
ſelf at my Feet, and expreſſing the warmeſt Paf- 
ſion for me. I ſhould have now ſunk with 
Deſpair, had he not accompanied theſe Pro- 
feſſions with the moſt vehement Proteſta- 
tions, that he would never offer me any other 
Force but that of Entreaty, and that he would 
rather die the moſt cruel Death by my Cold- 
neſs, than gain the higheſt Bliſs by becoming 


the Occaſion of a Tear of Sorrow to theſe 
bright Eyes, which, he ſaid, were Stars, under 
whoſe benign Influence alone, he could enjoy, 
or indeed, ſuffer Life.“ She was repeating 


many more Compliments he made her, when a 
horrid Uproar, which alarmed the whole Gate, 
put a Stop to her Narration at preſent. It is 
impoſſible for me to give the Reader a better Idea 
of the Noiſe which now aroſe, than by defiring 
him to imagine T had the hundred Tongues the 
Poet once wiſhed for, and was vociferating from 
them all at once, by 8 ſcolding, crying, 


' Firearing, bellowing, and in 


ort, by every dif- 
e ferent 
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ferent Articulation which is within the Scope of 
the human Organ. : 


CHAP. X. 
horrible Uproar in the Gate. 


B UT however great an Idea the Reader may 
hence conceive of this Uproar, he will think 
the Occaſion more than adequate to it, when he 
is informed, that our Hero, (I bluſh to name it) 

ad diſcovered an Injury done to his Honour, and 


that in the tendereſt Point — In a Word, Reader, 


{for thou muſt know it, tho! it give thee the greateſt 
Horror imaginable). he had caught Fireblood in the 
Arms of his lovely Lætitia. 3 
As the generous Bull, who having long de- 
paſtured among a Number of Cows, and thence 
contracted an Opinion, that theſe Cows are all 
his own Property, if he beholds another Bull 
beſtride a Cow within his Walks, he roars a- 
loud, and threatens inſtant Vengeance with his 
Horns, till the whole Pariſh are alarmed with 
his bellowing: Not with leſs Noiſe, nor leſs 
dreadful Menaces did the Fury of Mild burſt 
forth, and terrify the whole Gate. Long time 
did Rage render his Voice inarticulate to the 


Hearer ; as when, at a viſiting Day, fifteen or 


ſixteen, or perhaps twice as many Females of de- 
licate but ſhrill Pipes, ejaculate all at once on 
different Subjects, all is Sound only, the Har- 
mony entirely melodious indeed, but conyeys no 
Idea to our Ears: But at length, when Reaſon 
began to get the Better of his Paſſion, which lat- 
ter being deſerted by his Breath, began a little to 
retreat, the following Accents lept over the Hedge 
of his Teeth, or rather the Ditch of his Gums, 


whence 
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whence thoſe Hedgeſtakes had long ſince by 'a 


Pattin been diſplaced in Battle with an Amazin 
of Drury. 


* Man of Honour! doth this becothe a 


c 


* 


Friend? Could I have expected ſuch a Breach of 
c all the Laws of Honou rfrom thee, whom I had 
« taught to walk in its Paths? Hadſt thou choſen 
& any other Way to injure my Confidence, I 
could have forgiven it; but this is a Stab in 


the tendereſt Part, a Wound never to be 


“ healed, an Injury never to be repaired : For 


<« it is not only the Loſs of an agreeable Compa- . 
* nion, of the Affection of a Wife, dearer to 


„ my Soul than Life itſelf, it is not this Loſs a- 
lone I lament: This Loſs is accompanied with 
„ Diſgrace, and with Diſhonour. The Blood 
4 of the VFilds, which hath run with ſuch unin- 
<« terrupted Purity through ſo many Generations, 
„ this Blood is fouled, is contaminated: Hence 
« flow my Tears, hence ariſes my Grief. This 
„js the Injury never to be redreſſed, nor ever to 
* be with Honour forgiven. My — in a Band- 


< box, anſwered Fireblood, here is a Noiſe about 
your Honour: If the Miſchief done to your 
Blood be all you complain of, I am ſure you 


% complain of nothing; for my Blood is as good 


«© as yours. Youhaveno Conception, replied Wild 


of the Tenderneſs of Honour; you know not 
% how nice and delicate it is in both Sexes ; ſo 
<< delicate, that the leaſt Breath of Air which 


c rudely blows on it, deftroys it. I will prove 


« from your own Words, ſays Firebtood, T have 
ce not wronged your Honour. Have you not often 
* told me, that the Honour of a Man conſiſted 


* The Beginning of this Speech is loſt. 
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jn receiving no Affront from his own Sex, and 
1% that of a Woman in receiving no Kindneſs 

6 from ours. Now, Sir, if I have given you 
% no Affront, how have I injured your Honour? 
But doth. not every thing, cried Wild, of the 
k cc. Wife belong to the Huſband? A married Man 
therefore hath his Wife's Honour as well as 
„ his own, and by injuring her's you injure his. 
% How cruelly you have hurt me in this tender 
- Part, I need not repeat; the whole Gate knows 
it, and the World ſhall. I will apply to 
% Dogors Commons for my Redreſe againſt Her, 
will ſhake off as much of my Diſhonour as I 
. © can by parting with her; and as for you, expect 
„to hear of me in eſtminſler Hall; the mo- 
dern Method of Repairing, theſe Breaches, and 
„hoff reſenting this Affront. D——-n your 
Sf Eyes, cries Fireblood, 1 fear you not, nor do 


„I believe a Word you ſay. Nay, if you affront 
„ me © perſonally, ſays Wild, another Sort of 
©, Reſentment is preſcribed. At which Word, 
- $5, advancing to Fireblood, he preſented him with 
ö a Box on the Ear, which the Youth immedi- 
. © ately returned, and now our Hero and his Friend 
<< fell to Boxing, tho' with ſome Difficulty, both 
being incumbered with the Chains which they 
: © wore between their Legs: A few Blows paſſed 
on both Sides, before the Gentlemen, who 
& ſtood by, Rept. in and parted, the Combatants; 
„ and now both Parties having whiſper'd each 
..< other, that, if they out- lived the enſuing 
Bo Seffons ond eſcaped:the Tree, the one ſhould 
give and. the other ſhould receive Satisfaction 
in ſingle Combat, they ſeparated, and the Gaye 

5© ſoon recovered its former Tranquility. 1 

„ alt) 1 RS. 
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|  Mms. Heartfree was then deſired, by the Juſtice | { 
and her Huſband! both, to conclude her Story, 1 
which: —_— did 1 in the Words of the next e i 
> 7 Zar H A P. r Ki 
Bl! 
: The Gael aon of Mrs. Heartfree' 5 Adventures. |! 
. IF miſtake not, I was interrupted juſt as J F 
5 was beginning to repeat ſome of the Com- 
is « 1 made me by the Hermit. Juſt as 


O „ you had finiſhed them, I believe, Madam, N 
1 * ſaid the Juſtice. Very well, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 1 4 
1 am ſure I have no Pleaſure in the Repetition. 
Ct He concluded then with telling me, Though k 
J- © was, in his Eyes, the moſt charming Woman 
id ee in the World, and might tempt a Saint to 
UT * abandon the Ways of Holineſs, yet my Beauty 
10 * inſpired him with a much tenderer Affection 
gt 4 towards me, than to purchaſe 'any Satisfaction 
of || ©. of his own Defires with my Miſery ; if there- 
d, * fore I could be ſo cruel to him, to reject: his 
th <6. honeſt; and ' ſincere Addreſs, nor could ſubmit 
li- % to a ſolitary Life with one, who would en- 
nd « deavour, by all poſſible Means, to make me 
th happy, I had no Force to dread; for that I was 
ve 
Ted 
ho 
Hs; 
ach 
ing 
uld 
ion 


as much at my Liberty as if I was in France, 
or England, or any other free Country. I re- 
e pulſed him with the ſame Civility with, which 
„ he advanced; and told him, that as he pro- 7 
feſſed great Regard to Religion, I was convine- 1 
e ed he would: ccaſe;fronvall. farther Solicitation, 
„When I informed him, that if I had no other 
| 80 Objection, my own Innocence would not ad- 
gie mit of my W him on this Subject, for that 
was married. He ſtarted a little at that J 
Ins. „ Word, and was for ſome. time ſilent; but 
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cc at length recovering himſelf, he began to urge 


<c the Uncertainty of my Huſband's being alive, 


and the Probability of the contrary ; he then 
« ſpoke of Marriage as of a civil Policy only; 
« on which Head he urged many Arguments not 
« worth repeating, and was growing ſo ve 
« eager and importunate, that I know not whi- 
'ther his Paſſion might have hurried him, had 
not three of the Sailors well armed, appeared 
at that Inſtant in Sight of the Cave. I no 
ſooner ſaw them, than, exulting with the ut- 
moſt inward Joy, I told him my Companions 
&« were come for me, and that I muſt now take 
% my Leave of him; aſſuring him, that I would 
'« always remember, with the moſt grateful Ac- 
c knowledgment, the Favours I had received at 
his Hands. He fetched a very heavy Sigh, 
and, ſqueezing me tenderly by the Hand, he 
'« faluted my Lips with a little more Eagerneſs 
c than the European Salutations admit of; and 
<< told me, he | ſhould likewiſe remember 


EI 323-5 


Arrival at his Cave to the laſt Day. of his Life; 


<< adding, O that he could there ſpend the whole 
4 in the Company of one, whoſe bright Eyes had 
e kindled—; but I know you will think, Sir, 
“ that we, Women, love to repeat the Compli- 
« ments made us, I will therefore omit them. 
c In a Word, the Sailors being now arrived, I 
« quitted him, with ſome Compaſſion for the 


* Reluctance with which he parted from me, 


c and went forward with my Companions. 
„Wx had proceeded but a very few Paces 

tc before one of the Sailors ſaid to his Comrades: 

„D- me, Fack, who knows whether yon 


Fellow hath not ſome good Flip in his Oave? 


* Linnocemly anſwered, the poor Wretch — 
«9 
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only one Bottle of Brandy.— Hath he ſo, cries 


the Sailor : *Fore George we will taſte it; —and, 


ſo ſaying, they immediately returned back, and 
myſelf with them. We found the poor Man 
proſtrate on the Ground, expreſſing all the 
Symptoms of Miſery and Lamentation. I told 
him in French (for the Sailors could not ſpeak 
that Language) what they wanted.—He point- 
ed to the Place where the Bottle was depoſited, 
ſaying, they were welcome to that, and what- 
ever elſe he had; and, added, he cared not if 
they took his Life alſo. The Sailors ſearched 
the whole Cave, where finding nothing more 
which they deemed worth their taking, they 
walked off with the Bottle, and, immediately 
emptying it, without offering me a Drop, they 
proceeded with me towards the Town. 

« In our Way J obferved one whiſper another, 
while he kept his Eye ſtedfaſtly fixed on me, 
This gave me fome Uneaſineſs; but the other 
anſwered : No, d—n me, the Captain will 
never forgive us. Beſides, we have enough of 
it among the black Women, and, in m 
Mind, one Colour is as good as another. Th 
was enough to give me violent Apprehenſions; 
but I heard no more of that kind, till we came 
to the Town, where, in about 2 Hours, I ar- 
rived in ſafety. | 

& As foon as I came to the Captain, he en- 
quired what was become of my Friend, mean- 


ing the villainous Count. When he was in- 


formed by me of what had happened, he wiſh-. 
ed me heartily Joy of my Delivery, and, ex- 
prefling the utmoſt Abhorrence of ſuch Baſe- 
neſs, ſwore, if ever he met him, he would cut 
his Throat; but indeed we both CO 
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that he had died of the Blow which the Her- 
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mit had given him. 
« I was now introduced to the chief Magif- | 
trate of this Country, who was deſirous of ſee- 
ing me. I will give you a ſhort Deſcription of 
him: He was cItvſen (as is the Cuſtom there) 
for his ſuperior ; Bravery and Wiſdom, His 


Power is entirely abſolute during its Continu- 


ance ; but, on the firit Deviation from Equity 
and  Juſlice, he is liable to be depoſed, and 
puniſhed by the People, the Elders of whom, 


once a Year, aſſemble, to examine into his 
Conduct. Beſides the Danger which theſe 
Examinations, which are very ſtrict, expoſe 
him to, his Office is of ſuch Care and Trou- 
ble, that nothing but that reſtleſs Love of Pow- 


er, ſo predominant 1 in the Mind of Man, could 
make it the Object of Deſire ; for he is indeed 
the only Slave of all theNatives of this Country, 


He is obliged, in Time of Peace, to hear the 
[Complaint of ever Perſon in his Dominions, 
and to render him Juſtiee. For which purpoſe 
every one may demand an Audience of him, 
unleſs during the Hour which he is allowed for 
Dinner, when he fits alone at the Table, and 
is attended, in the moſt public Manner, with 
more than European Ceremony, This is done 


to create an Awe and Reſpect towards him in 


the Eye of the Vulgar; ; but, leſt it ſhould 


elevate him too much in his own Opinion, i in 


order to his Humiliation, he receives every 


Evening in private, from a kind of Beadle, a 


gentle Kick on his Poſteriors; beſides which, 


he wears a Ring in,his Noſe, ſomewhat re- 
ſembling that we ring our Pigs with, and a 
bag round his Neck, not unlike mat worn 

; e 
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a French Interpreter who lives here, informed 
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by our Aldermen ;, both which, I ſuppoſe, 
to be emblematical, but heard not the Rea ons 


of either aſſigned. There are many more 
Particularities among theſe People, which, 
when I have an Opportunity, I may relate to 


you. The fecond Day after my Return from 


Court, one of his Officers, whom they call 
SCHACH PiMPACH, waited upon me, and, by 


me, that the chief Magiſtrate liked my Perſon, 
and offered me an immenſe Preſent, if I would 


| ſuffer him to enjoy it (this is, it ſcems, their 


common Form of making Love.) I rejected 
the Preſent, and never heard any further Soli- 


citation; for, as it is no Shame for Women 
here to conſent at the firſt Propoſal, ſo they ne- 
ver receive a ſecond. 


<« T had reſided in this Town a Week, "when 
the Captain informed me, that a Number of 
Slaves, who had been taken Captives in War, 
were to be guarded to the Sea-lide, where they 


were to be fold to the Merchants, who traded 


in them to America; that if I would embrace 
this Opportunity, I might aſſure _ myſelf of 
finding a Paſſage to America, and thence to 
England; acquainting me at the ſame time, 
that he himſelf intended to go with them. I 
readily agreed to accompany him. The Chief, 


being advertiſed of our Deſigns, fent for us 


both to. Court, and, without mentioning a 


Word of Love to me, Pan, preſented, me 
with a very rich Jewel, of leſs, 


alue, he ſaid, 


than my Chaſtity, took a very civil Leave, re- 
„ commending me to the Care of Heaven, and 
ordering us a be Supply of Fe for 
our ) ourney. 8 
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Wx were provided with Mules for ourſelves, 
and what we carried with us, and, in nine 


Days, reached the Sea-ſhore, where we found 


an Engliſh Veſſel ready to receive both us and 
the Slaves, We went aboard it, and ſailed 


the next Day with a fair Wind for New England, 


where I hoped to get an immediate Paſlage 
to the Old: But Providence was kinder than 
my Expectation; for the third Day after we 
were at Sea, we met an Engliſh Man of War 


homeward bound ; the Captain of it was a very 


1 Man, and agreed to take me on 
oard. I accordingly took my Leave of m. 

old Friend the Maſter of the ſhipwrecked Veſ- 
ſe], who went on to New England, whence he 
intended to paſs to Jamaica, where his Own- 
ers lived. I was now treated with great Civi- 
lity, had a little Cabin aſſigned me, and dined 
every Day at the Captain's Table, who was 
indeed a very gallant Man, and, at firft, made 
me a Tender of his Affections; but, when he 
found me reſolutely bent to preſerve myſelf 
pure. and entire for the beft of Huſbands, he 
grew cooler in his Addrefles, and ſoon behaved 
in a manner very pleaſing to me, regarding m. 


Sex only ſo far as to pay me a Deference, which 


is very agreeable to us all. 
* To conclude my Story; I met with no 


Adventure in this Paffage at all worth relating, 


till my landing at Graveſend, whence the Cap- 
tain brought me in his own Boat to the Tower. 
In a ſhort Hour after my Arrival we had that 
Meeting, which, however dreadful at firſt, 
will, I naw hope, by the good Offices of the beſt 


© of Men, whom Heaven for ever bleſs, end in 


40 


our perfect Happineſs, and be a ſtrong Inſtance 


of 
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c of what J am perſuaded is the ſureſt Truth, 
« THAT PROVIDENCE WILL, SOONER OR LA- 


„ TER, PROCURE THE FELICITY OF THE VIR- 
6 -ryovus AND INNOCENr.“ 


Ms. HEARTFRRE thus ended her Speech, 
having before delivered to her Huſband the Jewels, 
which the Count had robbed him of, and that 
preſented her by the African Chief, which laſt 
was of immenſe Value. The good Magiſtrate 
was ſenſibly touched at her Narrative, as well on 
the Conſideration of the Sufferings ſhe had her- 
felf undergone, as for thoſe of her Huſband, which 
he had himſelf been innocently the Inſtrument of 
bringing upon him. That worthy Man, however, 


much rejoiced in what he had already done for 


his Preſervation, and promiſed to labour, with his 
utmoſt Intereſt and Induſtry, to procure the ab- 
ſolute Pardon, rather of his Sentence, than of his 
Guilt, which, he now plainly diſcovered was a 
barbarous and falſe Imputation. 


CHAP. XIL | 
The Hiſtory returns to the Contemplation of 
GREATNESS. 


BY. we have already perhaps detained our 


Reader too long in this Relation, from the 


Conſideration of our Hero, who daily gave the 


moſt exalted Proofs of Greatneſs, in cajoling the 
Prigs, and in Exactions on the Debtors ; which 
latter now grew ſo great, i. e. corrupted in their 


Morals, that they ſpoke with the utmoſt Contempt 


of what the Vulgar call Honefly, The. greateſt 
Character among them was that of a Pick-pecket, 
or, in truer Language, a File; and the only Cen- 


ſure was Want of Dexterity. As to Virtue, 
Gooduch, and ſuch like, they were the 3 = 
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of Mirth and Deriſion, and all Newgate was a 
complete Collection of Prigs, every Man being 
defirous to pick his Neighbour's Pocket, and every 
one was as ſenſible that his Neighbour was as 
ready to pick his; ſo that (which is almoſt in- 


credible) as great Roguery 'was daily committed 
within the Walls of Newgate as without. 
IRE Glory reſulting from theſe Actions of N 
probably animated the Envy of his Enemies againſt 
him. The Day of his Trial now approached ; 
for which, as Socrates did, he prepared himſelf ; 
but not weakly and fooliſhly, like that Philoſo- 
pher, with Patience and Reſonation 3 but with a 
ood Number of falſe Witneſſes. However, as Suc- 
ceſs is not always proportioned to the Wiſdom of 
him who endeavours to attain it; ſo are we more ſorry 
than aſhamed to relate, that our Hero was, notwith- 
ſtanding his utmoſt Caution and Prudence, con- 
Licted, and fentenced to a Death, which, when 
we conſider not only the great Men who have 
ſuffered it, but the much larger Number of thoſe, 
whoſe higheſt Honour it hath been to merit it, 
ve cannot call otherwiſe than honourable. - In- 
deed thoſe, who have unluckily miſſed it, ſeem 
all their Days to have laboured in vain to attain 
an End, which Fortune, for Reaſons only 
known to herſelf, hath thought proper to deny 
them. Without any farther Preface then, our 
Hero was ſentenced to be hanged by the Neck-: 
But whatever was to be now his Fate, he might 
Conſole himſelf that he had perpetrated what 


— oh | tec Judicist ira, nec ignis, {12 ile 55 
Nec poterit ferrum, nec: edas abolere ve 
„„ (((( ][ 5c.ny3 at. -o 
For my own Part, I confeſs, T look on this Death 
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other; and 1 ſolemnly declare, that had Alexander 


the Great been hanged, it would not in the leaſt 


have diminiſhed my Reſpect to his Memory. 


| Provided a Hero in his Life doth but execute 4 


ſufficient Quantity of Miſchief ; provided he be 
but well and hezraty curſed b the Widow, the 
Orphan, the Poor, and the Gopreſed (the ſole 
Rewards, as many Authors have bitterly lamented 
both in Proſe and Verſe, of Greatneſs, i. e. Prig- 
giſm) I think it avails little of what Nature his 
Death be, whether it be by the Axe, the Halter, or 
the Sword. Such Names will be always ſure. of 
living. to. Poſterity, and of enjoying that Fame 
whi ch they fo glorioufly and eagerly coveted; tor, 
according to a GREAT Dramatic Poet: 


N Fame 
Wot more ſurvives. from good than evil Deeds. 
Th' aſpiring Youth that fired th* Epheſian Dome, 


Outlives in Fame the Prevs Fool who raisr'd it. 


Fl 


'-Qur Hero now ſuſpected that the Malice of 
his Enemies would overpower him. He, there- 
fore, betook himſelf to that' true Support bf 
Greatneſs in Affliction, a Bottle; by Means of 
which he was enabled to curſe, and ſwear, and 
bully, and brave his Fate. Other Comfort in- 
deed he had not much; for not a ſingle Friend ever 
came near him. His Wife, whole. Trial was 
deferred to the next Seſſions, viſited him but once, 
when ſhe plagued, tormented, and upbraided him 


ſo cruelly, that he dete the Keeper ever to ad- 


mit her again. . The Ordinary of Newgate had 
frequent ( onferences with him, and great! y waplg 
it embelliſh our Hiſtory, could we record all which 


that good Man delivered on theſe Occaſions ; Þuk 


»- 444 2; 
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unhappily we could procure only the Subſtance of 
a fingle Conference, which was taken down in 
Short-hand by one who overheard it. We ſhall 
tranſcribe it, therefore, exactly in the ſame Form 
and Words we received it; nor can we help re- 
garding it as one of the moſt curious Pieces, which 

either ancient or modern Hiftory hath recorded. 


CHAP. XIII. 


A Dialogue between the Ordinary of Newgate and 
Ar. erer Wild the Great: In which the 
Subjects of Death, Immortality, and other grave 
Matters, are very learnedly handled by the 
for mer, 


Ordinary. 


J COD Morrow to you Sir; I hope you 
AD reſted well laſt Night, 2 OY 


Jonathan. 


8 'D ill, Sir. I dreamt fo confounded] 
of banging, that it diſturbed my Sleep. CPE 


Ordinary. 


Fix upon it. You ſhould be more reſigned, 
1 wiſh you would make a little better Uſe of thoſe 
Inſtructions which I have endeavoured to incul- 
cate into you, and particularly laſt Sunday, and 
from theſe Words: Thoſe wa do Evil ſhall go 
znto everlaſiing Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
. bis Angels, IJ undertook to ſhew you, Firſt, What 

is meant by EVERLASTING FIRE; and, 

Secondly, Who were THE DEVIL AND 
HIS ANGELS. I then proceeded 1 
| me 


Ou 
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ſome Inferences from the whole a; in which I 
am mightily deceived, if I did not convince ou, 
that you yourſelf was one of thoſe ANGELS; 

and, conſequently, muſt expect EVERLAST- 


ING FIRE to be your Portion in the other 


World. 
Jonathan. 


FAITH, Doctor, I remember very little of 
your Inferences; for J fell afleep ſoon after your 
naming your Text: But did you preach this 
Doctrine then, or do you repeat it now, in order 
to comfort me ? 


h 


I do it, in order to bring you to a true Senſe 
of your manifold Sins, and, by that Means, to 
induce you to Repentance. Indeed, had I the 
Eloquence of Cicero, or of Tully, it would not 
be ſufficient to deſcribe the Pains of Hell, or the 
Joys of Heaven. The utmoſt that we are taught 
is, that Ear hath not heard, nor can Heart con- 
ceive, Who then would, for the pitiful Conſide- 
ration of the Riches and Pleafures of this World, 
forfeit ſuch ineſtimable Happineſs! Such Joys! 
Such Pleaſures! Such Delights! Or who would 
run the Venture of ſuch Miſery, which, but to 
think on, ſhocks the human Underſtanding ! 
Who, in his Genſes, | then W paſs the latter 


to the former? 


a He pronounced this Word HU L * and perhaps | 


would have ſpelt it ſo. : 


. . — 
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Jonathan. 


Ay, FE indeed ! I aſſure you, Doctor, I had 


much rather be happy than miſerable. But Þ * 
S * „ * * 


VVV „ „ 0 
„ 2 5 


Ordinary. 
NoTHING can be pininer. e 
„ 7  Þ- . TY OR ET 


NE 6a 


* * * * * * * * * * * 


Jonathan. 
ꝶE«h # * * #* „ #* VI once 


convinced! #* x # „ „ #*# =% 

® © - lives l, ‚ Q W 2 & 
b This Part was fo blotted that it was negli. 

| * 5 


« — 


% 


\ 


E * % ** * * 


at Ao & MW 


Ch. 13. Mr. JoxaTHan WIV. 243 
* * * * * * * * whereas. 


ſure the Clergy * * Opportunity * 
+ # # hetter. informed, ® , ®  ® _ ® 
* „ * 
%* #* * 


* all manner of vice # 4 *# 


Ordinary. 


* are * Atheiſt, * * Deſt * * Ari * * 
cinian * *hanged * * burnt * oiled * oaſted. 
* * * * Dey * * his An * ell Fire * * 
ternal Da * * & tion. os 


Jonathan. 


You ® *® * to frighten me out of my Wits: 
But the good * * is, I doubt not, more merciful 
than his wicked * * If I ſhould believe all you 
ſay, I am ſure I ſhould die in inexpreſſible Hor- 


TOUT, 


| h Ordinary. | 
Deſpair is ſinful. You ſhould place your 
Hopes in Repentance and. Grace ; and though 
it is moſt true, that you are in Danger of the 
Judgment; yet there is ſtill Room for Mercy, 
and no Man, unleſs. excommunicated, is abſo- 


. 


lutely without Hopes of a Reprieve. 
Jonathan. 


I am not without Hopes of a Reprieve from 
the Cheat yet: I have pretty good Intereſt; but if 
I cannot obtain it, you ſhall nat frighten me out 
of my Courage, 1 will not die ike a Pimp. 
D- n me what is Death? It is nothing but to be 
with Platos and with Cæ ſars,—as the Poet ſays, 
| | M 2 | and 
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and all the other great Heroes of Antiquity. 
” VS WET, 0.49 &  @ S 
„ C ũ SS. S 4 

TS TE II TS „ 


Ordinary. 


Ax, all this is very true; but Life is ſweet for 
all that, and J had rather live to Eternity, than 
go into the Company of any ſuch Heathens, who 
are, I doubt not, in Hell with the Devil and his 
Angels; and, as little as you ſeem to apprehend 
it, you may find yourſelf there before you expect it. 
Where then will be your Tauntings and your 
Vauntings, your. Boaſtings and your Bragginps? 
You will then be ready to give more for a Drop 
of Water than you ever gave for a Bottle of 
Mane. if! vc TREES 


Jonathan. 


FaiTH, Doctor, well minded. What ſay you 
to a Bottle of Wine ? 1 8 


Ordinary. 


I will drink no Wine with an Atheiſt, I 
ſhould expect the Devil to make a third in ſuch 
Company; for, ſince he knows you are his, he 
may be impatient to have his Due, 


| | Janathan, r Se [ 

II is your Buſineſs to drink with the Wicked, 
in order to amend them. . 
ee & S211 1D eee e eee, 
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Ordinary. 


I deſpair of it; and ſo I conſign you over to >the 


Devil, who is ready to receive you. 


Jonathan. 


You are more unmerciful to me than the 


Judge, Doctor. He recommended my Soul to 


Heaven; and it is your Office to ſhew me the 


Way thither. 


Ordinary. . 
No: The Gates are barred againſt all Revilers 


of the Clergy - 


Jonathan. 


I revile only the wicked ones, if any ſuch are, 
which cannot affect you, who, if Men were 
promos in the Church by Merit only, would 

ave long ſince been a Biſhop. Indeed, it might 
raiſe any good Man's Indignation to obſerve one 
of your vaſt Learning and Abilities obliged to exert 
them in ſo low a Sphere, when ſo many of your 
Inferiors wallow in Wealth and Preferment. 


— — 


Ordinary. 


- Way, it muſt be confeſſed, there are bad Men 
in all Orders; but you ſhould not cenſure too 
generally. I muſt own, I might have expected 
higher ee but I have learnt Patience 
and Reſignation ; and I would adviſe you to the 
ſame Temper of Mind, which, if you can attain, 
I know you will find Mercy; ; nay, I do now pro- 
miſe you, you will, It is true, you are a Sinner; 
ene M 3 but 
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but your Crimes are not of the blackeſt Dye: 
Youare no Murtherer, nor guilty of Sacrilege. And 
if you are guilty of Theſt, you make ſome Atone- 
ment by ſuffering for it, which many others do 
not. Happy is it indeed for thoſe few who are 
detected in their Sins, and brought to exemplary 
Puniſhment for them in this World. So far, 
therefore, from repining at your Fate when you 
come to the Tree, you ſhould exult and rejoice 
in it; and, to ſay the Truth, I queſtion whether, 
to a wiſe Man, the Cataſtrophe of many of thoſe 
who die by a Halter, is not more to be envied 
than pitied. Nothing is fo ſinful as Sin, and Mur- 
ther is the greateſt of all Sins; it follows, that 
whoever commits Murther is happy in ſuffering 
for it ; if therefore a Man who commits Murther 
is ſo happy in dying for it, how much better 
muſt it be for you, who have committed a-leſs 
Crime. | 


Jonathan. 


ALL this is very true; but let us take a Bottle 
of Wine to cheer our Spirits. 


Ordinary. 


Wray Wine? Let me tell you, Mr. Vila, 
there is nothing ſo deceitful as the Spirits given us 
by Wine. If you muſt drink, let us have a Bowl 
of Punch; a Liquor I the rather prefer, as it is no 
where ſpoken againſt in Scripture, and as it is 
more wholeſome for the Gravel; a Diſtemper 
with: which I am grievouſly afflicted. 


Jonathan 


1 reer 
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Jonathan (having called for a Bowl. ) 


I aſk your Pardon, Doctor, I ſhould have re- 
membered, that Punch was your favourite Liquor, 
I think you never taſte Wine while there is any 
Punch remaining on the Table. 


Ordinary. 


I confeſs, I look on Punch to be the more eli- 
gible Liquor, as well for the Reaſons I have be- 
fore mentioned, as likewiſe for one other Cauſe, 
viz. it is the propereſt for a DRaucur. I own 
I took it a little unkind of you to mention Wine, 
thinking you knew my Palate, 


Jonathan. 


You are in the right; and J will take a ſwing- 
ing Cup to your being made a Biſhop. 


Ordinary. 


AND Iwill wiſh you a Reprieve in as large a 
Draught. Come, don't deſpair : It is yet Time 
enough to think of dying, you have good Friends, 
who very probably may prevail for you. -I have 


known many a Man reprieved, who had leſs Rea- 


{on to expect it. 
Jonathan. 


Bur, if I ſhould flatter myſelf with ſuch Hopes, 
and be deceived, what then would become of my 


Soul? | | 


M 4 Ordinary. 
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Ordinary. 


Pucr ! Never mind your Soul, leave that to 


me; I will render a good Account of it, I warrant 
you. I have a Sermon in my Pocket, which may 


be of ſome Uſe to you to hear. I do not value 
myſelf on the Talent of Preaching, ſince no Man 
ought to value himſelf for any Gift in this World : 
But perhaps there are not many ſuch Sermons. 
But to proceed, ſince we have nothing elſe to do 
till the Punch comes. My Text is the latter Part 


of a Verſe only. 


To the Greeks FOOLISHNEsS. 


Tu Occaſion of theſe Words was principally 
that Philoſophy of the Greeks which at that Time 
had over-run great Part of the Heathen World, 
had poiſoned, and as it were puffed up their Minds 
with Pride, ſo that they diſregarded all Kinds of 
Doctrine in Comparifon of their own ; and how- 
ever ſafe, and however ſound the Learning of o- 
thers might be, yet, if it any wiſe contradicted 
their own Laws, Cuſtoms, and received Opini- 
ons, away with it, it is not for us. It was to the 
Greeks FooLISHNESS. | ; 5 

In the former Part therefore of my Diſcourſe on 
theſe Words, I ſhall principally confine myſelf to 
the laying open and demonitrating the great 
Emptineſs and Vanity of this Philoſophy, with 
which theſe idle and abſurd Sophiſts were ſo 


proudly blown up and elevated: 


AnDd here I ſhall do two Things: Firſt, I ſhall 
expoie the Matter; and ſecondly, The Manner 
of this abſurd Philoſophy. 


AND 
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Axp Firſt, for the Firſt of theſe, namely the 
Matter. Now here we may retort the unman- 
nerly Word, which our Adverſaries have audaci- 
ouſly thrown in our Faces; for what was all this 
mighty Matter of Philoſophy, this Heap of Know- 
ledze, which was to bring ſuch large Harveſts of 
Honour to thoſe who ſowed it, and ſo greatly and 
nobly to enrich the Ground on which it fell; 
what was it, but FooLisHNEss ? An inconſiſtent 
q Heap of Nonſenſe, of Abſurdities and Contra- 
t dictions, bringing no Ornament to the Mind in 
its Theory, nor exhibiting any Uſefulneſs to the 
Body in its Practice. What were all the Sermons 
and the Sayings, the Fables and the Morals of 
all theſe wiſe Men, but, to uſe the Word mentions 
ed in my Text once more, FooLisHNEss ? What 
was their great Maſter Plato, or their other great 
Light Ariſtotle? Both Fools, mere Quibblers 
and Sophiſts, idly and vainly attached to certain 
ridiculous Notions of their own, founded neither 
on Truth nor on Reaſon. Their whole Works 
are a ſtrange Medley of the greateſt Falſhoods, 
ſcarce covered over with the Colour of Truth : 
Their Precepts are neither borrowed from Nature, 
nor guided ty Reaſon: Mere Fictic7ns, ſerving. 
only to evince the dreadful Height of human 
Pride; in one Word FooLisHNEss. It may be, - 
perhaps, expected of me, that I ſhould give ſome 
Inſtances from their Works to prove this Charge ; 
but as to tranſcribe every Paſſage to my Purpoſe, 
would be to tranſcribe their whole Works, and 
as in ſuch a plentiful Crop, it is difficult to chule ; 
inſtead of treſpaſſing on your Patience, I ſhall 
conclude this firſt Head with aſſerting what I have 
ſo fully proved; and what may indeed be inferred 
oils Pn: Ca: from 
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from the Text, That the Philoſophy of the Greeks 
was FOOLISHNESS. | 
PRockkp we now in the ſecond Place, to 
conſider the Manner in which this inane and ſim- 
ple Doctrine was propagated. And here — But 
here, the Punch by entring waked Mr. Wild who 
was faſt aſleep, and put an End to the Sermon; 
Nor could we obtain any further Account of the 
Converſation which paſſed at this Interview. 


C HAP. XIV. 


Wild proceeds to the higheft Conſummation of human 
7 GREATNESS, 


2 Day now drew nigh, when our great 
Man was to exemplify the laſt and nobleſt 
Act of Greatneſs, by which any Hero can ſigna- 
lize himſelf. This was the Day of Execution, 
or Conſummation, or Apotheoſis (for it is called 
by different Names) which was to give our Hero 
an Opportunity of facing Death and Damnation, 
without any Fear in his WO or at leaſt without 
betraying any Symptoms of it in his Countenance, 
A Completion of Greatneſs which is heartily to- 
be wiſhed to every great Man; nothing being 
more worthy of Lamentation than when Fortune, 
like a lazy Poet, winds up her Cataſtrophe auk- 
wardly, and beſtowing too little Care on her fifth 


Act, diſmiſſes the Hero with a ſneaking and pri- 


vate Exit, who had in the former Part of the 
Drama performed ſuch notable Exploits, as muſt 
promiſe to every good Judge among the Specta- 
tors, a noble, public, and exalted End. 

Bur ſhe was reſolved to commit no ſuch Er- 
ror in this Inftance. Our Hero was too much 


and too deſervedly her Favourite, to be neglected 


by 
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by her in his laſt Moments: Accordingly all Ef- 
forts for a Reprieve were vain, and the Name of 
Wild ſtood at the Head of thoſe who were ordered 
for Execution. : 9 5 

FROM the Time he gave over all Hopes of Life, 
his Conduct was truly Great and Admirable. In- 
ſtead of ſhewing any Marks of Dejection or Con- 
trition, he rather infuſed more Confdence and 
Aſſurance into his Looks. He ſpent moſt of his 
Hours in drinking with his Friends, and with the 
good Man above commemorated. In one of theſe 
Compotations, being aſked, whether he was a- 
fraid to die, he anſwered, D me, it is only 
a Dance without Muſic. Another Time, when 
one expreſſed ſome Sorrow ſor his Misfortune, as 
he termed it, he ſaid, with great Fierceneſs, 4 
Man can die but once. Again, when one of his 
intimate Acquaintance hinted his Hopes, that he 
would die like a Man. He cocked his Hat in 
Defiance, and cried out greatly, Zounds ] ꝛbho's 
afraid? 

Hayey would it have been for Poſterity, could 
we have retrieved any entire Converſation which 
paſſed at this Seaſon, eſpecially between our Hero 
and his learned Comforter; but we have ſearched 
many Paſteboard Records in vain. 85 
O the Eve of his Apotheoſis, Wild's Lady 
deſired to ſee him, to which he conſented. This 
Meeting was at firſt very tender on both Sides: 
but it could not continue ſo: For unluckily ſome 
Hints of former Miſcarriages intervening, as par- 
ticularly when ſhe aſked him, how he could have 
uſed her ſo barbarouſly once, as by calling her 
 B-—; and whether ſuch Language became a 
Man, much leſs a Gentleman, WMild flew into a 
violent Paſſion, and 7 ſhe was the wy of 

| | Nos 
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s, to upbraid him at ſuch a Seaſon with an 


ung zuarded Word ſpoke long ago. She replied, 


: with many Tears, ſhe was well enough ſerved 
for her F olly in viſiting ſuch a Brute; but ſhe had 
one Comfort however, that it would be the laſt 
time he could ever treat her ſo; that indeed ſhe 
had ſome Obligation to him, for chat his Cruelty to 
her would reconcile her to the Fate he was To- 
- morrow to ſuffer; and indeed, nothing but ſuch 
Brutality could have made the Conſideration of 
his ſhameful Death (fo this weak Woman called 
Hanging) which was now inevitable, to be born 
even without Madneſs. She then proceeded to a 
Recapitulation of his Faults in an exacter Order 
and with more perfect Memory than one would 


have imagined her capable of; and it is probable, 


would have rehearſed a complete Catalogue, had 
not our Hero's Patience failed him, ſo that with 
the utmoſt Fury and Violence he caught her. by 
the Hair and kicked her, as heartily as his Chains 
would ſuffer him, out of the Room. » . 
Ar length the Morning came, which F ortune 
at his Birth had reſolutely ordained for the Con- 
ſummation of our Hero's GREATNESSͤ: He had 
himſelf indeed modeſtly. declined the public Ho- 
nours ſhe intended him, and had taken a Quan 
tity of Laudanum, in order to retire quietly off 
the Stage; but we have already obſerved in the 
courſe of our wonderful Hiſtory, that to ſtrug- 
ole againſt this Lady's Decrees is vain and im- 
Potent : And whether ſhe hath determined you 
thall be hanged or be a Prime Miniſter, it is in 
either Caſe loſt Labour to reſiſt. Laudanum, 
therefore, being unable to ſtop the Breath of our 
Hero, which the Fruit of Hemp-Seed. and not 
the Spirit of Toppr-Sed, was to overcome, he 
2 3 Was 
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was at the uſual Hour attended by the proper 
Gentlemen appointed for that Purpoſe, and ac- 
quainted that the Cart was ready. On this Oc- 
caſion he exerted that Greatneſs of Courage, 
which hath been ſo much celebrated in other 


Heroes; and knowing it was impoſſible to reſiſt, 


he gravely declared, he would attend them. He 


then deſcended to that Room where the Fetters of 


great Men are knocked off, in a moſt folemn 
and ceremonious Manner. Then ſhaking Hands 


with his Friends (to wit, thoſe who were con- 


ducting him to the Tree) and drinking their 
Healths in a Bumper of Brandy, he aſcended 


the Cart, where he was no ſooner ſeated, than he 


received the Acclamations of the Multitude, who 
were highly raviſhed with his GREATNEss. 
T Cart now moved ſlowly on, being pre- 
ceded by a Troop of Horſe Guards bearing Ja- 
velins in their Hands, through Streets lined with 
Crowds all admiring the Great Behaviour of our 
Hero, who rode on ſometimes ſighing, ſometimes 
ſwearing, ſometimes ſinging or whiſtling, as his 
Humour varied. OE 
WEN he came to the Tree of Glory, he 
was welcomed with an univerſal Shout of the 
People, who were there aſſembled in prodigious 
Numbers, to behold a Sight much more rare in 
popular Cities than one would reaſonably ima- 


gine it ſhould be, viz. the proper Cataſtrophe of 


a great Man. 8 | 
Bur tho' Envy was, through Fear, obliged to 
join the general Voice in Applauſe on this Oc- 
cafion, there were not wanting ſome who ma- 
ligned this Completion of Glory, which was now 
about to be fulfilled to our Hero, and endeavoured 
to prevent it by knocking him on the Head as he 


ſtood. 


— — 
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been alone wanting to complete the Characters 


ſtood under the Tree, while the Ordinary was 
performing his laſt Office. They therefore be- 
gan to batter the Cart with Stones, Brickbats, 
Dire, and all Manner of miſchievous Weapons, 
ſome of which erroneouſly playing on the Robes 
of the Eccleſiaſtic, made him fo expeditious in 
his Repetition, thatwith wonderful Alacrity he had 
ended almoſt in an Inſtant, and conveyed him- 
ſelf into a Place of Safety in a Hackney Coach 
where he waited the Concluſion with the Tem- 
per of Mind deſcribed in theſe Verſes, 


Suave Mari magno, turbantibus Mquora ventis, 


E Terra alterius magnum ſpettare laborem. 


We muſt not however omit one Circumſtance, 
as it ſerves to ſhew the moſt admirable Conſer- 
vation of Character in our Hero to his laſt Mo- 
ment, which was, that whilſt the Ordinary was 
buſy in his Ejaculations, Vid, in the Midſt of 
the Shower of Stones, Sc. which played upon 
him, applied his Hands to the Parſon's Pocket, 
and emptied it of his Bottle-Screw, which he 


carried out of the World in his Hand. 


TRE Ordinary being now deſcended from the 
Cart, Wild had juſt Opportunity to caſt his Eyes 


around the Crowd and to give them a hearty 
"Curſe, when immediately the Horſes moved on, 


and with univerſal Applauſe our Hero ſwung out 
of this World. | 

Tus fell Jonathan Wild the GxkAr, by a 
Death as glorious as his Life had been, and 
which was ſo truly agreeable to it, that the latter 
muſt have been deplorably maimed and imper- 
fet without the former; a Death which hath 


of 
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of ſeveral ancient and modern Heroes, whoſe 
Hiſtories would then have been read with much 
greater Pleaſure by the wiſeſt in all Ages. In- 
deed we could almoſt wiſh, that whenever For- 
tune ſeems wantonly to deviate from her Purpoſe, 
and leaves her Work imperfect in this Particu- 
lar, the Hiſtorian would indulge himſelf in the 
Licence of Poetry and Romance, and even do a 
Violence to Truth, to oblige his Reader with a 
Page, which muſt be the moſt delightful in all 
his Hiſtory, and which could never fail of pro- 
ducing an inſtructive Moral. 55 
Narrow Minds may poſhbly have ſome Rea- 
fon to be aſhamed of going this Way out of the 
World, if their Conſciences can fly in their Faces, 
and aſſure them they have not merited ſuch an 
Honour ; but he muſt be a Fool who is aſhamed 


of being hanged who is not weak enough to be 


aſhamed of having deſerved it. 


CHAP. XV. 


The Character F our Hero, and the Concluſion 
of this Hiſtory. 


L7E will now endeavour to draw the Cha- 
VVracter of this great Man, and by bringing 
together thoſe ſeveral Features as it were of his 
Mind, which lie ſcattered up and down in this 
Hiſtory, to preſent our Readers with a perfect 
Picture of Greatneſs, a 

Jonathan Wild had every Qualification neceſ- 
ſary to form a great Man. As his moſt power- 
ful and predominant Paſſion was Ambition, ſo 
Nature had, with conſummate Propriety, adapted 
all his Faculties to the attaining thoſe glorious 
Ends to which this Paffion directed him. He 
Es Was 


taking 
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was extremely ingenious in inventing n 5, 


artful in contriving the Means to accompliſh his 
Purpoſes, and reſolute in executing them : For, 
as the moſt} exquiſite Cunning, and moſt un- 
daunted Boldneſs qualified him for any Under- 
g, ſo was he not reſtrained by any of thoſe. 

Weakneſſes which diſappoint the Views of mean 
and vulgar Souls, and which are comprekended 
in one general Term of Honeſty, which is a Cor- 
ruption of Honoſty, a Word derived from what 
the Greeks call an Aſs. He was entirely free 
from thoſe low Vices of Modeſty and Good-na- 
ture, which, as he ſaid, implied a total Negation 
of human Greatneſs, and were the only Quali- 
ties which abſolutely rendered a Man incapable of 
making a conſiderable Figure in the World. His 
Luft was inferior only to his Ambition; but, as 
for what ſimple People call Love, he knew not 
what it was. His Avarice was immenſe ; but it 
was of the rapacious not of the tenacious Kind ; 

his Rapaciouſneſs was indeed fo violent, that 
nothing ever contented him but the whole; for, 
however conſiderable the Share was, which his' 
Coadjutors allowed him'of a Booty, he was reſt- 
les in inventing Means to make himſelf Maſter 
of the ſmalleſt Pittance reſerved by them. He 
faid, Laws were made for the Uſe of Prigs only, 

and to ſecure their Property; they were never 
therefore more perverted, than when their Edge 
was turned againft theſe ; but that this generally 
happened through their Want of ſufficient Dex- 
terity. The Character which he moſt valued him- 


ſelf upon, and which he principally honoured in 


others, was that of Hypocriſy. His Opinion was, 
that no one could carry Priggi/m very far with- 
out it; ; for Which Reaſon, he ſaid, there was 

little 
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little Greatneſs to be expected in a Man who 
acknowledged his Vices ; but always much to be 
hoped from him, who profeſſed great Virtues z 
wherefore, though he would always ſhun the 
Perſon whom he diſcovered guilty of a good Ac- 


tion, yet he was never deterred by a good Cha- 


racter, which was more commonly the Effe& of 
Profeſſion than of Action: For which Reaſon, 


he himſelf was always very liberal of honeſt Pro- 


feſſtons, and had as much Virtue and Goodneſs 
in his Mouth as a Saint ; never in the leaſt ſcru- 
pling to ſwear by his Honour, even to thoſe who 


knew him the beſt; nay, tho' he held Good-na- 
ture and Modeſty in the higheſt Contempt, he 


conſtantly practiſed the Affectation of both, and 
recommended this to others, whoſe Welfare, on his 


_ own Account, he wiſhed well to. He laid down 


ſeveral Maxims, as the cerfain Methods of at- 
taining Greatneſs, to which, in his own Purſuit 


of it, he conſtantly adhered. As 


1. Never to do more Miſchief to another, 
than was neceſſary to the effecting his Pur- 
poſe ; for that Miſchief was too precious a 

thing to be thrown away. 


2. To know no Diſtinction of Men from Af- 
fection; but to ſacrifice all with equal Rea- 
dineſs to his Intereſt. | 


2. Never to communicate more of an Affair 
than was neceflary, to the Perſon who was 
to execute it. 


4. Nor to truſt him, who hath deceived you, 


nor who 888 he hath beendeceived by you. 


. TH 
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5. To forgive no Enemy ; but to be cautious 
and often dilatory in Revenge. 


6. To ſhun Poverty and Diſtreſs, and to ally 


himſelf, as cloſe as * to Power and 
Riches. 


7. To maintain a conſtant Gravity in his 


Countenance and Behaviour, and to affect 
Wiſdom on all Occaſions. . 


8. To foment eternal Jealouſies in his Gang, 
one of another, 


9. NEVER to reward any one equal to his Me- 
rit ; but always to inſinuate, that the Re- 
ward was above it. 


10. Tur all Men were Knaves or Fools, 


and much the 9 TEENS a Compo- 
ſition of both. 


11. THAT a good Name, like Money, muſt 
be parted with, or at leaſt greatly Tiued, 
in order to bring the Owner any Ad- 
vantage. 


I2. THAT Virtues, like precious Stones, were 
eaſily counterfeited ; that the Counterfeits 
in both Cafes adorned the Wearer equally, 
and that very few had Knowledge or Diſ- 
cernment ſufficient to diſtinguiſh the coun- 
terfeit Jewel from the real, 


13. Trar many Men were undone by not 
going deep enough! in Roguery; as in Gam- 


ing 


— 
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ing any Man may be a Loſer who doth not 
play the whole Game. hs” 


-14. Thar Men proclaim their own Virtues, 
as Shopkeepers expoſe their Goods, in or- 
der to profit by them. 8 


15. THAT the Heart was the proper Seat of 
Hatred, and the Countenance of Affection 
and Friendſhip. 


HE had many more of the ſame Kind, all equal- 
ly good with theſe, and. which were after his De- 


ceaſe found in his Study, as the twelve excellent 
and celebrated Rules were in that of King Charles 


Life time, not having them conſtant in his Mouth, 
as ſome grave Perſons have the Rules of Virtue 


the firſt; for he never promulgated them in his 


and Morality, without paying the leaſt Regard to 
them in their Actions : whereas our Hero, by a 


conſtant and ſteady Adherence to his Rules in 


conforming every thing he did to them, acquired 
at laſt a ſettled Habit of walking by them, till at 


laſt he was in no Danger of inadvertently going 
out of the Way; and by theſe Means he arrived 
at that Degree of Greatneſs, which few have 
equalled; none, we may ſay, have exceeded: 
For, tho' it muſt be allowed that there have been 
ſome few- Heroes, who have done greater Miſ- 
chiefs to Mankind, ſuch as thoſe who have betrayed 


the Liberty of their Country to others, or have 
undermined and over-powered it themſelves ; or 


Conquerors who have impoveriſhed, pillaged, 
ſacked, burnt, and deſtroyed the Countries and 
Cities of their fellow Creatures, from no other 
Provocation - than that of Glory; i. e. as the 
Tragic Poet calls it, 


— 2 


N 
N 
0 
b 


The LIFE of Book INV. 


2 Privilege to hill, 
A flrong Temptation to do bravely ill. 


yet, if we conſider it in the Light wherein Acti- 
ons are placed in this Line, | 


Letius eft, quoties magno tibi conſtat honeſtum. 


when we ſee our Hero, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance 
or Pretence, ſetting himſelf at the Head of a Gang, 


which he had not any Shadow of Right to govern; 
if we view him maintaining abſolute Power, and 


exerciſing Tyranny over a lawleſs Crew, contra- 
ry to all Law, but that of his own Will, If we 
conſider him ſetting up an open Frade publicly, 
.in Defiance, notonly of the Laws of his Country, 
but of the Common Senſe of his Countrymen; 
if we.ſee him firſt contriving the Robbery of o- 
thers, and again the defrauding the very R 

.of that Booty, which they had ventured their 
[Necks to acquire, and which without any Hazard 
they might have retained : Here ſure he muſt ap- 


obbers 


pear admirable, and we may e not only 


the Truth of Hiſtory, but almoſt the Latitude of 
Fiction to equal his Glory. | 


Nor had he any of thoſe Flaws in his Character, 
which, though they have been commended by 
weak Writers, have (as I hinted in the Begin- 
ning of this Hiſtory) by the judicious Reader, been 


cenſured and deſpiſed. Such was the Clemency of 


Alexander and Cæſar, which Nature hath as groſs- 
— in giving them, as a Painter would, who 

ould dreſs a Peaſant in Robes of State, or give 
the Noſe, or any other Feature of a Venus, to a 


Satyr, What had the Deſtroyers of Mankind, 
that glorious Pair, one of whom came into the 


World to uſurp the Dominion, and aboliſh the 


Con- 
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Conſtitution of his on Country; the other to 
conquer, enſlave, and rule over the whole World, 
at leaſt as much as was well known to him, and 
the Shortneſs of his Life would give him Leave to 
viſit; what had, I ſay, ſuch as theſe to do with 
Clemency ? Who cannot ſee the Abſurdity and 
Contradiction of mixing ſuch an Ingredient with 
thoſe noble and great Qualities I have before men- 
tioned. Now in Wild, every thing was truly 
great, almoſt without Alloy, as his Imperfections 
(for ſurely ſome ſmall ones he had) were only 
ſuch as ſerved to denominate him a human Crea- 
ture, of which kind none ever arrived at con- 
ſummate Excellence: But ſurely his whole Be- 
haviuor to his Friend Heartfree is a convincing 
Proof, that the true Iron or Steel Greatneſs of his 
Heart was net debaſed by any ſofter Metal. 
Indeed while Greatneſs conſiſts in Power, Pride, 
Inſolence, and doing Miſchief to Mankind; — to 
ſpeak out, —while a great Man and a great Rogue 
are ſynonymous” Terms, ſo long ſhall Wild ſtand 
unrivalled on the Pinacle of GREaTNEss. Nor 
muſt we omit here, as the finiſhing of his Cha- 
racer, what indeed ought to be remembered on 
his Tomb or his Statue, the Conformity above 
mentioned of his Death to his Life; and that 
Jonathan Wild the Great after all his mighty Ex- 
ploits was, what ſo few GREAT Men can accom- 
pliſh — hanged by the Neck *till he was dead. 
| HavinG thus brought our Hero to his Con- 
cluſion, it may be ſatisfactory to ſome Readers 
2 (for many, I doubt not, carry their Concern no 
A farther than his Fate) to know what became of 
d, Heartfree. We ſhall acquaint them, therefore, 
e that his Sufferings were now at an End; that the 
1e good Magiſtrate eafily prevailed for his Pardon, 
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nor was contented 'till he had made him all the 
Reparation he could for his Troubles, tho' the 
Share he had in bringing theſe upon him, was 
not only innocent, but, from its Motive, lau- 
dable. He procured the Reſtoration of the Jewels 
from the Man of War, at her Return to England, 
and, above all, omitted no Labour to reſtore Heari- 
free to his Reputation, and to perſuade his Neigh- 
bours, Acquaintance, and Cuſtomers of his Inno- 
cence, When the Commiſlion- of Bankruptcy 
was ſatisfied, FHeartfree had a conſiderable Sum 
remaining ; for the Diamond preſented to his Wife 
was of prodigious Value, and infinitely recompenſed 
the Loſs of thoſe Jewels which Miſs Stradale had 
diſpoſed of. He now ſet up again in his Trade; 
Compaſſion for his unmerited Misfortunes brought 
him many Cuſtomers among thoſe who had any 
Regard to Humanity; and he hath, by Induſtry 
Joined with Parſimony, amaſſed a conſiderable 
Fortune. His Wife and he are now grown old in 
the pureſt Love and Friendſhip ; but never had an- 
other Child. Friendly married his elder Daugh- 
ter at the Age of nineteen, and became his Partner 
in Trade. As to, the younger, ſhe never would 
liſten to the Addreſſes of any Lover, not even of 
a young Nobleman, who offered to take her with 
two thouſand Pounds, which her Father would 
have willingly produced, and indeed did his utmoſt 
to perſuade her to the Match : But ſhe refuſed 
abſolutely, nor would give any other Reaſon when 
Heartfree preſſed her, than that ſhe had dedicated 
her Days to his Service, and was reſolved, no o- 
ther Duty ſhould interfere with that which ſhe 
owed the beſt of Fathers, nor prevent her from 
Nurſe of his old Age. TT 
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his Son- in-Law, and his Grandchildren, of which 


he hath ſeveral, live all together in one Houſe; 


and that with ſuch Amity and Affection towards 


each other, that they are in the Neighbourhood 
called the Family of Love. 

As to all the other Perſons mentioned in this 
Hiſtory, in the Light of Greatneſs, they had all 
the Fate adapted to it, being every one hanged by 
the Neck, fave two, viz. Miſs Theodoſia Snap, 
who was tranſported to America, where ſhe was 
pretty well married, reformed, and made a good 
Wife ; and the Count, who recovered of the 
Wound he had received from the Hermit, and 
made his Eſcape into France, where he commit- 


ted a Robbery, was taken, and broke on the 


Wheel. 


INDEED whoever conſiders the common Fate 
of great Men muſt allow, they well deſerve, and 
hardly earn that Applauſe which is given them by 
the World; for, when we reflect on the Labours 
and Pains, the Cares, Diſquietudes, and Dangers 
which attend their Road to Greatneſs, we may 
fay with the Divine, that a Man may go to Hea- 
ven with half the Pains which it cofts him to pur- 
chaſe Hell. To ſay the Truth the World have 
this Reaſon at leaſt to Honour ſuch Characters as 


that of Wyld; that while it is in the Power of e- 


very Man to be perfectly Honeſt, not one in a 


thouſand is capable of being a Complete Rogue; 
and few indeed there are who if they were inſpired 


with the vanity of Imitating our Hero would not 
after much fruitleſs Pains be obliged to own 


themſelves Inferior to Mr. Jonathan Wild the 
GREAT, : | 


: The End, 
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